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vhich is added the Constitution of the State 
of Pennsylvania^ 

BY THOMAS BRANAGAN. 

m «f Freiiminary Euayi» £nous Remonstrance, Poniten- 
; v^ •.' . tial Tyrant, &c ^c. 

t" Prond Nifflfodjfirst the bloody chase began. 
«\^ nOtihtfhmti^^d his prey wa^ man.** POPE. 
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PREFACE. 

OF all the diversified publications which 
may be productive of public utility, there is 
none more deserving of general attention 
than the subject of our choice. The primary 
cause of the annihilation of modern as well 
as ancient republics, was the lassitude of their 
citizens, in not guarding with indefatigable 
assiduity, the Palladium of their social and 
reUg^ous rights, and investigating the basis of 
their political and unalienable privileges. The 
freedom and happiness of Adam's family^ are 
objects which equally merit the consideration 
of the savage and the sage, the peasant and 
the philosopher, the historian and the divine. 
On a subject of such importance, many au- 
thors, both in the old and new world, have 
jnk|t(sn; several of whose performances are 
"Jistly eulogized as works of sterling merit. — 
Bat I mast say few have had the o^ipoTtvKusiY 



PREFACE. S 

f gaining the practical information on this 

abject, which providence has put in my pow« 

r ; and none can be under more cogent ob* 
igations to expose the barbarities of my ac- 

omplices in tyranny^ than I undoubtedly am. 
t will appear evident to every discerning 
nind, that I am perfectly correct when I af- 
irno^ that this subject is imperiously momen- 
ous to the people of America, and is essen. 
ially connected with their interest and their 
lonour* Liberty, disrobed and in tears, has 
)een chas'd round the globe, has been banished 
rem every government in the world, but the 
ederal government of the United States. — 
Hither has she fled for refuge, here she hopes 
:o find a permanent assylum ; here she looks 
be defended from the incursions of ty- 
ranny. 

What must forcibly interest the reader, is, 
the melancholy consideration that the foHow- 
ng poem is drawn from real life; it is, alas ! 
Sr iJv/w being the phantom of u uo\eVvo\.v>v 
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isomancer* The principal scenes depicted are 
' transacted every year* The catastrophes re- 
'' suiting from the inhuman commerce of the 
human species^ are in reality far more tragical- 
Many of the events recorded I have been 
scrupulous in particularizing^ and no matter 
is admitted in the notes^ but what is of un- 
disputed authenticity. In rendering an ac- 
count of those famous, or rather infamous 
tyrants, who have so long signalized them- 
selves by their unparalleled brutality, I have, 
in conjunction with my own personal know- 
ledge, availed myself of the most unexception- 
able documents which my obscure situation 
and local circumstances would allow me to 
procure. Perspecuity instead of elegance, 
utility instead of method, the development 
o^ truth instead of the flowers of rhetoric, 
have been my primary objects in the prosecu* 
tjon of the work. 

In the present performance, in common 
with many others^ litet ary iuaccuraw^ ^tid ^^- 
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vxations from the rules of composition^ will no 
doubt be recognised ; but the reader must 
remember that in the execution of the wori;^, 
I have laboured under many formidable dis- 
advantages, and interruptions, resulting from 
domestic avocations, &c. that part of the 
poem was Written some years past, when I 
had little expectation of submitting it to the 
inspection of the public ; and in transcribing 
it for publication, I found it utterly impracti- 
cable to Arrange it systematically ; and that 
I could not without the basest ingratitude pro- 
crastinate the work, especially as its objects 
were, the vindication of injured innocence, 
not reputation ; the good, and not the praise 
of man* For the plaudits of the great I will 
not sue, their censures I do not fear* With- 
out spending one thought on those futile coq^- 
siderations, I will advocate the rights of man, 
being well convinced that when I drop the 
curtain of mortality I will be perfectly itvsew- 
sable both to the one and to the other* TYies^e 
coqsUerMthns, with others that might b^ a.d> l^ 
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duced, wilt no doubt apologize for obvious 
loiperfecdons. in my arrjangeoients ; and let 

• ic be remembered, that many sanguine ani- 
madversions, and literal repetitions in this 
work are the spontaneous effusions of a grate- 
ful heart, dictated by the unutterable thankful- 
ness 1 feel to that wise beneficent Being, who 
— great in goodness and good in greatness, 
wrought that conviction in my mind, which 
enabled me to relinquish the wages of unright- 
eousness, and to prefer virtue clothed in rags, 
Co vice arrayed in gold, and who . now 
strengthens and stimulates me for to forego 
my native diffidence and pride, an^ regard. 

' less of the despot's frown, and the critic's 
sneer, to exhibit to popular execration, the 
legal barbarity of the traitors and tyrants of 
mankind. 

Whatever reception this work may mee ^ 

with, the Omniscient is my witness that my 

motives are disinterested and pure, and that 

jb^ve used my very best enAtavo\3LX^ xc> ^^* 
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' commodate it to the various tastes of the dif- 

fcrent classes iif readers* ,T^^y whom an 
enlii^tened taste and liberal education have 
m^ proficients }n literature, will be tbo- 
ro|i^7 sensible bow very difficult it must be 
to Qpcomplish such an object ; and they will 

I noJoubt^ not only be the first to dbcern^ 
but the most ready to p^On those errors, 

I ' intp which 80 hazardous an attempt may per- 
haps v.haif;ebe|tniyed me. They will nurture, 
m^r^than nip, the smallest bud of genius, 

:' to itft^fiiU Uossom, and will finally with the 

^sdft and gentle band of candour, draw a veil 
owr literary errors, and permit the merits of 
■TEhft cause and the purity of my mbtives to 
plead' my excuse* 
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ADDRESS 

To the Public. 



THE present edition of Avenia, bas 
been corrected and revised by a respectable 
physician of Philadelphia, of course it will 
be more acceptable to the benevolent, and 
to the intelligent reader, than those hith- 
erto published. No doubt in future years, 
when the villany concomitant with the slave 
trade, is properly ascertained and detested by 
mankind, the present poem will be more ge* 
nerally admired and circulated than it has yet 
been* The ingenious and judicious critic per- 
haps will recognise errors in composition, 
even in the present revised edition ; but when 

he remembers for a moment the circumstan- 
ces of the poem, the discouragements and 
mpediments the author . laboured under 
in the prosecution of t\\e vjotV> ^^ ^^\\ ^ 
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his obvious philanthropy, surely he must be 
void of a particle of candour, tenderness, or 
even humanity, if he will not draw the man- 
tle of love over such inac(;uracies. What ren- 
ders it doubly his duty thus to act, is the 
humble acknowledgments of the author in 
two of his subsequent publications, relative to 

Avenia, and which I beg leave to subjoin to 
the present address. The first is taken from 
the second edition of the Penitential Tyrant, 
page 47,- and reads thus : '^ As a final an- 
swer to the animadversions of critics, who 
may be inclined to censure me for taking Ho- 
mer for my model and pattern as a poet, I 
will here transcribe a paragraph applicable to 
this point* 

*' It is certain there is not near that num- 
ber of images and descriptions in any epic poet 
as in Homer,'* says Pope in his preface to 
the translation of Homer's Iliad, page 6—9, 
*^ though all have assisted themselves with a 
great quantity out oi bis works: and vt\s e.V\. 
deat of Virgil especially y that he b^s sc^^ce 
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any comparisons which are not drawn fro 
his roaster. They have followed him inevei 
episode and part of his story. If he has gi^ 
en a regular catalogue of an army, they j 
draw up their forces in the same order. 

he has funeral games for Patroclus, Virj 
has the same for Anchises; and Statins (r 

therthan omit them) destroys the unity 
his action for those of Archimorus. If UI3 
ses visits the shades, the jEneas of Virg 
and Scipio of Silius, are sent after him. 
he be detained by the allurements of Calyps 
so is ^neas by Dido, and Rinaldo by A 

midat If Achilles be sent from the army \ 
the score of a quarrel through half the poe; 

' Rinaldo must absent himself just as long 
the like account. If he gives his hero a si 
of celestial armour, Virgil, and Tasso ma 
the same present to theirs. Virgil has r 

- only observed this close imitation of F 
met^ but where he had not led the way, su 
plied the want from other Greek autho 
TAus the story of Sinon, and i\\e. x^V\t\'^ 
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Troy^ were copied (says M^obius) almost 

word for word from Pisander, as the loves 
of Dido and iEneas are taken from those of 
Medea aind Jason^ with several others in the 

same mannei*.'' 

" If, therefore, the greatest and most cele- 
brated authors have been allowed with im- 
jpanity to copy this writers who preceded them, 

surely the s^me privilege may be allowed to 
the least, and most obscure. Yet I must say, 
the plan apd arrangement of the subsequent 
poem are pef-fectly original. It is a well 
known fact, however unwilling pedantic wri- 
ters may be to otVn it, that all authors, with- 
out exception, are dependent upon their pre* 
decessors for information.*— Some can trans- 
pose more perfectly — can imitate more acute- 
ly than others, but all are nevertheless de- 
pendent* Indeed a man of a remarkably re* 
tcntive memory, may write the sentiments of 

authors he has read without any references, 
which the critic may recognise, although the 
writer may be ignorant of such sewuwvtixa?: 
wg another's. In short, it is uuevYy \m. 
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possible for any aiuhor, painter, inuisician, 
or mechanic, to become a proficient in his 
particular art without imitation* 

If the most censorious critic would candid- 
ly consider the motives by which I am a^tuat- 
ed in taking up my pen to vindicate the cause 
of suffering humanity, would he but for pne 
moment reflect on the cogent obligations I lie 
under so do to, the$e considerations would no 
doubt be able to shield me from the shafts of 
criticism* However, if good men approve 
of my philanthropic endeavours for the wel- 
fare of my CO temporaries, critics may disap- 
prove with the greatest welcome ; the plaudits 
of men I do not solicit, and their sneers I do 
not deprecate ; for I endeavour to be equally 
indiiFerent to transitory fame, as I am to mer- 
cenary accumulation, which any person may 
easily ascertain to be a fact, from the unsys- 
tematical arrangement of my writings." 

The second quotation is taken from his pre- 
face to the Pleasures of Death, page 10, -and 
reads as foUow^ t 
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'* The diction and arrangement of the Pa- 
ternal Dirge needs an apology* Although I 
have written much poetry, I absolutely dis- 
claim the title of Poet. Nature alone can 
make one. There are many who write verses 
in the commonwealth of literature, but fe^^ ., 
very few of them are poets. 1 remembc 
when I was a novice at composition, that J 
thought myself a considerable poet. And 
it was this vanity which indued me with the 
boldness to write my Avenia, a tragical po 
em .in five books, in imitation of Homers 
Iliad. And I now in the face of the world , 
debit myself for all the inelegance of compo- 
flitioQ and doggerel versification in that work, 
and credit my master with all the beauties 
in it; and also in the Penitential Tyrant. 

** There are many such boobies, who be- 
cause they can write a few doggerel veri:e> 
in a Hymn or Elegy, fancy themselves c:i- 
cellent proficients in the art, when in fa^: 
they arc no more poets than kings.'' 
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^* lo the present enlightened age, a manr 
must truly be an original genius, if he ever 
shine as a poet, and merit the laurel crov^m 
tQ grace his brow. Nevertheless I feiel a 
gregt predilection in favour of the subject 
matter of Avenia, though the most imper. 
feet as well as the first of my works ; be« 
cause I know by experience, it is as true as it 
is tragical.. And when African slavery is 
generally exploded, I hope it may be cor* 
rected and revised by some literary friend, 
and pass through more editions than it haa 
yet done.'' 

PUBLISHER. 
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INVOCATION.M^ 9iim description of the fertility and beamy 
of Africa, and the simple pleasures of its inhabitants ^TiM» 
arrival of the slave shifts ...jgbspitaiity of a NativeM..TreaGh^ 
ery of the trad«^»They surprise the inhabitants in theii* 
artless jolity....'Ae youths resist and are murdered* and the 

# femalef conveyed to the shi^s».. Warriors in a distant tova 
Y^ceive the inteUigence by a youth who escaped^^They fly to 
afms-^The war commenceSt.^Description of the leader of the 
sable forces-..His lUmentsttfoi^ for his murdered wife* 
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BOOK I. I 

« 

AWAKE my Muse, the inharmonious strain,*, 
ig of arms on Afric'a crirason'd plain t 
wzr, 'gainst Afric's sons by Christians wae'd, 
A all the accursed love of Gold enrag'd. 
it pen can half their vilianies recoid ! 
It tongue can count the slaughters tsf their sword ! 
i me, nay muse, thy melancholy bard, * ^. 

t me to paint their guilt and their reward ! ^^ 

ere these deeds of carnage I rehearse, 
me to trace in less discordant verse 

native virtues of the sable train, 

grandeur of their own paternal plain c 
sfe, fraught with fragrance, crops luxuriant grow, 
ire cornels, blushing on the hawthorn glow. 
ere with soft tendrils the rich clustering vine, 
h round its friend, the aged elm entwine, ^ 

1 towering oaks their shadowy branches spr^ui, 
r the fat herds that on their fruit are fed ; 
sre stately palm trees form a cool retreat, 
screen the native from the sultry heat ; 
ire ail the various tenants of the wood 

c 
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Prowl oil ia safety, and «njby their food, ^ 
Or satiate by the limpid streams abide. 
And slumber, as the murmuring waters gfide. 
Where each harmonious warbler of the grove 
Recounts its Maker*s wisdom, truth and love, 
While the rich flow'reis spread their varied dyes^ 
And from ambrosial groves sweet odours rise : 
There Heathens made terrestrial bliss their own. 
To Christians^ and their bloody arts unknown i 
Each humble cottage was a calm retreat. 
Ne'er purcliasM by the riches of the great ; 
With happiness and peace, and plenty crown'd 
The artless Natives led their daily round : 
No soldiers here in glittering armour stood. 
To guard the despot or await his nod. — 
Fearless they tripp'd along the verdant meads, 
While crimson garlands crown*d their sable heads ; 
Or from the meads, along the briny main. 
Or silver rills that bubbled through the plain. 
Or nodding woods with'purpled beauties crown'd. 
Breathing their aromatic fragrance round. 
The aged Monarch on the peaceful throne, 
Rul'd with asway to Christian kings unknown,. 
His boundless reign the distant realms confest. 
His people blessing — by his people blest 
To cheer his age, the sweet Avenia strove, 
^fUh aJJ fhe blandishments of filial love. 
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aughter she— his only joy ; 

LowERTVRE was his eldest boy. 
vENiAf kings and heroes burn*d 
nt love, and still their passion mourn 'd : 
LA the royal maid addressM, 
•th, youth, beauty, far excell'dthe rest. 

and lovM, and still their passion gre»', 

and tender at each interview. 
ft Akgola void of lust or fears, 

his hope, or spake his joy in tears, 
jess'noine bower, or sylvan grove, i 

: the fleeting hours in virtuous love- 
heir hopes : to dissipate their fearst 
ixpected bridal day appears ! 
«rfomi*d the hymeneal rites, 

pomp the nupiial feast delights; 
'ry fields the new made bride is led 
3 of triumph to the i^potless bed. 
Ill dancers in a circle bound, 

lute, and barjce's silver sound. . 
?Jympl\s now trip the sceiTtcd mead, 
; wreaths adorn A'ceniaU head; 
youths, engag'd in harmless play ; 
heroic, pass the hours awliy ; 

the warlike sound, and those advance, 

steps to form the mazy dance ; 
roses sbme arc stretch'd along , 
the enraptur'd ear ft'ith sweetest son^\ 










iJ2 - AVENIA. 



% 



Others beneath the scented groves are laidy 
And quaff, and feast them in the fragrai^t shade. 
vThe generous paln^ wine the short joys enhance,- 
And moves them to renew the mazy dance ; 
And as they sing and symphonize around|]|; 
Creation echoes to the grateful sound. 

But soon» alas ! will sounds of anguish flow» 
And joy*a sweet carols end in shrieks of woe* 
For while they fearless trip the flow'ry plain. 
The artful Cbrittians plow the liquid main; 
^ ^ Ikpproach the golden coast— —the whistling gales, 

i ^ Drive their huge ships, and fill the swelling sails $ 
' '^i^ clouds and darkness veil the blustering sky, 

iSM Aiiough darkness, clouds and hurricanes they fly{ 

^^ Tho' tempests rage and swell the surging main. 
The seas e*en swell, the tempest rage in vain. 
One blissful day and night was all the shate 
Of happiness allowM the wedded pair ; 

I ^ For now each twinkling star had fled away, 

r Before the glory of the dawning day ! 

And bright Aurora left her watry bed. 
And rear'd above the waves her dazzling head, 

r When lo ! the Golden Coast appear'd in view. 

Near, and more near the treacherous vessels drew ; 
And tilting o'er the waves that heav'd below, 

i Reach'd Afiric's coast— Dread ministers of woe! 

So from the beach are mighty serpents seen.. 
^i?il7zr^ ijactf/nbeiit on the trou^ed m^in, . ^ 



i- - 



AVENIA. . 23 

B/ tlve fierce tempests borne, their spires they raise ; 
Fold above fold, in many a tow'ry maze : 
Beneath their speckled breasts the waters glow, ^ 
Their crimson crests inflame the deep below; 
O'er the vast flood, extended far and wide. 
Their curling backs, lie floating on the tide ; 
Lash'd to a foam the boiling billows roar. 
As the tremendous monsters reach the shore. 

The ships now anchorM in the winding bay, 
As the devoted towns in prospect lay ; 
The baptized ruffians meet in council join'd. 
While dreadful plans engage each hellish mii.d. 
And all in horrid unity conclude 
To entrap by fraud, then bathe their swords in blood- 
Forth from the ships they send their boats well mar.n'd ; 
Which quick disgorge their contents on the land. 
Five artful villains now direct their way. 
Thro' woodland shades (the rest in ambush lay) 
And as hy streams with cedars overhung. 
Or through the groves they cautious steal along. 
Like hungry wolves when clouds involve the day, 
Their sai'age eyeballs glare in quest of prey ; 
Nor sought in vain — for at liis rustic gate. 
Unconscious of alarm, old An^o sate, 
Around his uiansion, in a circle rear'd 
With honest loil, a portico appeai'd, 
Of mud ami stone. A {xtwc^ of native ihcv^^. 
^erv*d to thfcnd his hut^ jind to a«lonv ^d 

J 
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Soon as th» impostora near tV inclosure drcv» 
With open mouths three furious mastiifs flew» 
9o arrest their bourse, while the insidious band 
With feignMhumMitx, at distance stand* 
Till beckon'd to approach the good man's door ; 
They obe/i and thus his succour they implore : 
*^ Helpless, defenceless, on a foreign land, 

. Behold keen misery before thee stand, 
Outcasts we rove, familiar with the storms, 

. Inur'd to wretchedness in all its forms. 
O let soft pity touch thy generous breast, 

« nris what the happy owe to the distressed : 

. 'Tis what our God requires— our God revere. 
The poor and strangers are his constant care. 
Twice ten tempestuous days we rolled resigned: 

To roaring billows, and the boistrous w ind ; 
Heaven bade the deep to spare— -at heaven's com 

Aland 
The winds and waves have borne us to your land. 
If thou the stranger's righteous cause decline. 
Ours is th^ suffering, but the sin is thine." 
This said the generous Ango thus began. 
In accents soothing, gracious and humane. 
** Welcome, unhappy strangers, to my gate. 
Forbear a while your sorrows to relate ; 
But enter this my homely roof and see, 
Th&t *tis not void of hospitality. 
Enough of woes already have Iktvovtv, 
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Enough of others' sorrows and my own." 
He spake and seconding the kind request* 
Conducted to his hut each unknown guest ; •' 

A brindled lion's hide beneath the|ri spread. 
And with fresh rushes heapM the ample bed ; ^ 
Girding his garments round his sable waist, 
Forth hied the swain with hospitable haste ; 
Straight to the lodgment of his herd helped. 
Where, for his faithless guests, the fattest bled; 
Which, dress'd in haste, on hissing coals he threvV, 
And, smoking, back the savory viand drew. 
Then with delight he on the board displayed, ^ 
The ready meal, before the strangers laid. 
And sat, companion of the friendly feast. 
With open look, jind thus bespake each guest : 
" Now, take with freedom what our hands prepare. 
Such food as falls to simple servant's share. 
'Twasiieav'n that sent you to my humble door, 
*Tis beav'n relieves the stranger and the poof ; 
Taught by the parent of the human race, 
Whose image shines in every human face. 
To colour, unconfinM, my bowels move, 
To the distress'd in sympathetic love." 

The villains swill the wine, devour the feasf, 
While schemes of treachVy ripen ii» each breast. 
But skilled in simulation they forbear — 
AlTd thus to their inquiring host declare t 
•• Throu^^h vanous seas by various perils tost. 
And forced by storms unwUUng to your coast. 
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Far from our destm'd course, and native land. 
Behold the relics of a Russian band. 
Vo base design, no meditated end. 
Lurks in our breast^ tbou sympathizing friend ; 
Sincere our aim*-— witness thou God of love. 
And all ye 6rst born sons of light above ; 
Witness O earth, atld thou great orb of light; 
And ye fell subjects of the realms of night. 
Who punish sinners, and dread woes prepare. 
For all that lie, and all who falsely swear ; 
-If we deceive, may heav'n its vengeance shed. 
And levellM thunder strike each guilty head.*' 
To whom good Ango. ** Friends relate no more. 
Welcome y« tread our hospitable shore ; 
Mine "be the^task your sorrows to relieve. 
To cheer your hearts, nor let affliction grieve. 
Bear ye with souls resigned the will of Jove ; 
Who liyes must mourn, our woes are from above. 
Of all that breathe, or groVIing creep the earth, 
Man is most vain ; calamitous by birth : 
To day with power elate, in strength he blooms; 
The haughty creature on that power presumes : 
■ Anon from heav'n a sad reverse he feels. 
Untaught to bear, 'gainst heav'n the wretch rebels. 
For man is changeful as his bliss or woe, 
Too high when pro8p*rous, when distress'd, too low. 
Man then should ne'er be proud, but firm in mind. 
Bear Wes$JPgs humbly i beto jlls.resif<^*d." 
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He spake-— The ruffianB all at once display. 
Their arms/ and evil for his good repay. 
Force liim, With all his family, away. 

His wife and daughters serve their brutal lust. 
His sons resent, and bite the crimsoned dust. 
With ponderous chains they load his generous hands. 
And drag him from his dear paternal lands. 
Their course they now pursue along the main. 
And as they approach the artless sable train : 
With their snoooth tongues t^ey gain them to their 

mind. 
For words deceive the best of human kind . 
As from some rock that overhangs the flood. 
The artful fisher casts the insidious food> 
With fraudful care he waits the finny prize, 
And sudden lifts it quivering to the skies; 
With equal artifice, with equal care. 
The treacherous foe the sable maids insnare. 
A sudden trust now. confidently grew, 
\nd smiling children round the ruffians drew ; 

■ Give me some beads,'' the fearless damsel cries; 
Haste then,'' the cunning slaver thus replies," 
To yon grand ship, there riches we'll bestow, 
or doubt our word, nor fear an artful foe.** 
ch siez'd a youthful maiden*s willing arm, 
to smiling followed : none suspecting harm; 
w to the boat they bear them safe away, 
voble prize, and to the ship convey, 
'.k thev ascend the vessel's lofty side, 
'rinj^ majestic o'er the briny tide 
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There cm the deck their trinkets they unfold 
The amber chains^ the toys resembling gold, 
ThebeadSf thelihks: and while their ravishM eyes 
View, and review, the fascinating toys. 
The ruthless sailors seize the ill fated prey. 
And, screaming to the hold, with force convey. 
The ambush now approach the distant plain, 
Where thro* the groves they spy the dancing train ; 
Four at a distance liirk, to watch the scene. 
And view their movements on the flow'ry green. 
Around their youthful queen the nymphs advance. 
She moves majestic as she leads the dance ; 
In form and mien superior to the rest. 
With sacred transport glows Avenias breast. 
While with the swains her lov'd Angola sings. 
And wakes to love, the banjoe s well-taught strings ; 
Behind irreg'lar move the chaunting train. 
And time the voice, and answer to the strain. 
Twice twenty warriors as their guardians stand, 
Six shepherd^s dogs complete the rural band. 
And fleecy flocks that crop the tender green. 
Skip, o'er the lawns and heighten all the scejie — 
When lo ! the Christians suddenly arise 
In arms, and furious rush upon their prize; 
The sable nymphs they seize to sate their lust, 
WHfle heaps of slaughtered swains bestrew the dust. 
One youth escapM of all the warrior train, 
Swift speeds his Bight across the etv4?kT\^\:^Wd \A*iu, 
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While brave Angola by the Fiends oppress'd 

Undaunted wields his weapon—- bares his breast — 

That breast which heaves with sorrow not his own. 

But for his lov'd .iwnia— her alone. 

To rescue her he strives, but strives in vain. 

O'erpowet^d by numbers, to the galUpg chain 

He yields reluctant, and from her he loves. 

Toward the floating dungeon, pensive moves ; 

While from his numerous wounds the noble blood. 

Slow streaming, marks his footsteps thro' the wood , 

The widow'd bride, in misery complete 

Now swoons a victim at the tyrant's feet 

Impatient he beholds the royal prize, 

While lust and rapine swell his brutish eyes. 

Grudging he views her short reprieve from woe— 

And waits, till life's returning current flow. 

Avenia now to hated life restor*d. 

In plaintive sounds bewails her absent Lord : 

** Where have ye borne my soul's far better part ! 

She said, while anguish -fiU'd her widow'd heart. 

Ah, tell me. Christians / whither have ye borne, 

My Angolot from his lov'd partner torn. 

If pity ever mov'd a Christian breast. 

If, of one gen'rous principle possest, 

Oh, bear me to him'*— more she strives tu say, 

But the fierce mlHans hurry her away ; 

IVhile boimd with chains amid the hapless slaves. 

With frantic and delirious' griti she raves. 
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The youth arriv'ilj tiow hastens to impart; 
With weqping isyes and agonizing heart ; 
To listening vrarrtors as they stand afound, 
The melancholy tidings— grief profound, 
And rage* and vengeance agitate each breast, 
While thus the panting youth his woes expressM : 
*< Sad tidings, friends and fathers, must you hear. 
And I, alas, must be the messenger ; 
The bloody Cbrhtians in unequal fight, 
Have robbM your children of their natal right ; 
Your ravish'd daughters to the ships they bore. 
And your brave sons lie weltering in their gore; 
And I alone oppressed with mighty woe. 
Scarce with my life escaped the savage foe/* 
He spake— when lo, in arms the warrior train. 
Rush from the towa^^ )Eind scour the distant plain. 
Swift as on wings they flew, or seem'd to fly ; 
And drifts of dust involvM the golden sky; 
Thus from his flaggy wings when Notus sheds 
A night of vapours round the mountain heads. 
Swift gliding mists the dusky fields invade, 
To thieves more grateful than the«iidnight shade ; 
While scarce the swains their feeding flocks surv€>-: 
Lost and confus'd amidst the thicken'd day -. 
So wrapt in gathering dust, the sable train, 
A moving cloud, swept on and hid the plaii: 
Thex stop to listen, and they hear from far, 
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Hre'shrieks— they fly again to meet the war; 
Lnd soon the Christians reach the silver floods 
leap'd vrith the slain, and red with human blood \ 
liey view their gasping sons, extended die, 
knd tears of rage stand trembling in each eye* , 
Lwhile they weep, then to the battle turn ^ 
treathing revenge, and for the combat burn. 
The intrepid prince his myrmidons inspires,. 
The brave Louverture by example fires. , 

Imidst his host the royal hero stood, 
bid sent his voice before him as a flooid; 
ween flash the flames, and lighten from his eyes^ 
Vliiie fir'd with fury to the camp he flies: 
»o the fierce bull, collected in his might, 
loars for his rival, and demands th^ fight; 
mpatient for the war with fury burns, 
)ind tries on evVy tree his angrf horns ; 
tends his stern brow, and pushes at the air, 
Vndpaws the flying sand, the prelude of the war. 
The shrieks of maidens and the shouting foe, 
iweli his bol# heart, and only make it glow; 
^earless of death he views the Christian bands, 
^ants for the battle and the war demands. 
Lmid his host, majestically tall, 
'sowoerture stands and far outtops them all ; 
Uid with a voice heroic, loud and strong, 
(e thos harangues and animates the throng ; 
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I 

I 

'*« Fellows in arms, whose deeds are kaownto fa,me; 
And you, whose ardor hopes an equal name. 
Though not alike endowM with force and art. 
Behold a day'for each to act his part* 
A day to fire the brave, to warm the cold, 
To gain new glories^ or augment the old ; 
For lo ! on this momentous day, depend 
The fates of father, brother, wife and friend. 
Let each reflect who prizes fame or breath. 
On endless slavery, or on instant death { 
Could all our care elude the gloomy grave. 
Which claims alike the fearful and the brave, 
' For lust of fame I should not vainly dare. 
The impious foe ; nor urge your souls to war* 
But since disease, and age, and death will come. 
And all must meet th* inexorable doom. 
The life which othei'pay, let us bestow. 
And give to fame, what we to nature owe. 
Your ancient valour on the foes approve, 
Jove is with us, and we will trust in Jove. 
Tis not for us, but our proud foes to dread , 
Whose crimes sit heavy on each perjur'd head. 
And O !" he cries, ** thou ruler of the sky, 
Who boldest in thine hand our destiny, 
Who •'cr me, oft, thy guardian shield hast spread. 
While dawning conquest play'd around my head, 
Thou, only tliou, canst bless my bold design. 
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Inspire my breast and make the victVy mine." 
Then on his lance the hero cast a look, 
And firmly grasp'd it, and with ardor spoke : 
** My trusty weapon^ faithful to my hand, 
Still wing'd with death, to answer my command, 
which once brave X^nga't arm was wont to wield - 
And mine now throws, the terror of the field, 
In this dread moment fly, nor fly in vain, 
But stretch yon haughty tyrants on the plain.'' 
He spoke and armM with death in either hand^ 
His sword and lance, he speeds from band to band 
The enemy, resolute, their onset dare ; 
Condense their powers, and meet the coming war. 
Lowoerture leads; all fix on him their eye, 
Keaolv'd with him to conquer or to die. 
\nd now, my Muse assist me toaroclaim, 
Who fac'd him first, and press'd the purple plal:v 
mperious Hodge, advancing, void of fear, 
irst met the vengeance of his thirsty spear; 
rone in the dust the panting tyrant lay, 
hile brave Lowoerture lopp*d his head away, 
e fight begun, promiscuous shouts arise, 
I dreadful clangors echo through the skies ; 
u the fam'd Bundat felt the fatal wound; 
icn he fell, and falling bit the ground. 
tenure left him in the shades of night, 
1 press*d gmidst the thickest ranks of ft^Vvt • 
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A haughty pamper'd ruffian, dead to fame, 
Oppos*d his way, and Peacock was his name» 
Soon as the princfs he sa^, the cowsj^d fled, 
And in his flight was number'd with the dead i 
For, from behind, the chief's unerring dart. 
Entered his back, and quiver'd in his heart ; 
From the torn fount the crimson torrent fiow'^. 
And hfs knees sunk beneath their dying load. 

The natives now in phalanx firm unite. 
And mix wi^h dying groans their shouts in fight : 
O'er heaps of carcasses and clotted gore. 
The heroes press toward the distant shore. 
The brave Louverture with resistless hand. 
Pursues, o'crturns, confounds the Christian band ; 
On strong O'Brien next inflicts a wound. 
And lays proud Thompson gasping on the ground. 
While he lay foaming on the purple plain. 
The far fam'd villain, Barrington by name, 
Wing'd with wild feai^, in vain did strive to fly, 
The ships too distant and the foe too nigh : 
The eager dart transfixt him as he fled, 
And soon enroU'd him with th' ignoble dead. 

At Brinton next the hero hurl'd his spear. 
Which flew unerring through the yielding air, 
The chief rush'd on regardless of the sound. 
Till in his breast he felt the fatal wound. 
Mgndingo now, a chief well skill'd in arms, 
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NTth to combat his infariate swarms; 

s» he conqoers, prodig^ of breath, 

:s the certain, glorioas path to death r 

iie^ he fires tho brave victoriotts throngs, ^ 

rgc on prince, and chief drive chief along^ ; 

pon heaps, the slaiighter'd Cbratians lie, 

ous shouts of conquest rend the sky. 

g^eance of his arms prond Otto feels, 

he sable chief his life he yields ; 

:een blade his head was lopp'd away, 

ng lifeless midst the dead it lay; 

. the stroke, awhile the body stood, 

II and ting^'d the yellow sand with blood. 

Tie O' Conner at his squadron's head, 

well suited to the men he led; 

ad he met Mondingo*s troops^ before 

with all his dastards to the shore* 

yobn StanUford dead to virtuous lame, 
I heart with an illustrious name, 
J to fate ; the sword his belly rends, 
ae shades his guilty spirit sends. 

stopt and Taylor was his name, 

in arms this terror of the plain; 
[iroud foe the prince directs his course, 

with fear he dreads superior force : 
lis eye, the flying spear he drove ; 
grrin^- Fe€td€ny him power to tnov^ 
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Death on its point, and sings along the skics.- 

An honoarable villain's face it tore. 

And dip*d its feathers in illastrious gore; 

Between the cheek and eye the arrow went, 

■ 

The skull it shatter'd, and the tongue it rent ; 
The son now rushing furious through the fight. 

Beheld his Sir^, and sickened at the sight, 
Down from his eyes the filial torrents flow, 
And the rash youth defies the intrepid foe. 
Ev n while he weeps, the vengeful weapon flies, 
But erring sings along the vacant skies. 
He sees it fall, and deprecates his woe. 
Curses the lance that spar*d the savage foe. 
But not in vain M<mdin^d*9 dart n thrown, 
It wounds the stripling to the shoulder bone. 
Prone on his knees^ oppres'd. with pain and feat- 
He sinks, and sees the intervening spear ; 
The hapless youth in suppliant posture press*d. 
The Hero's feet, and thus his prayer addressed: 
" O spare my youth, and for the life I owe, 
A gen'rous ransom shall my friends bestow; 
Rich silver trinkets, beads, and brass, and gold, 
Shall without measure in yotir town be told. 
Mild pity touch'd the Hero's yielding heart. 
Who still suspended the destroying dart ; 
And with compassion beaming from his eyes, 
He spares, and bids the trembling youth arise . 
Mesintime his consort on the distant plain, . 

"y^fiJis her Mmidingo, and be\iev«i* Vata %\^x\\ 
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he spake I ■ the ruthless foe, impiess'd 

ig9, transfix'd Ovenal*s panting breast, 
fierce Tiger o*cr the plain he bounds^ 
ntic he beholds her streaming wounds; 
o'er his wife.- while tears with eager pace 
3wn his cheeks-— —and in a fond embrace, 
s with eager look, her languid eyes; 
s she gasps— and in his arms she dies, 
•und her waist his loving arms he threw, 
m the bloody combat gently drew; 
with mournful heart the corpse he bore 
I the town, his path was mark,d wiiYi gotc. 
advanc'ii _ At length approacVving t\< 



e is my Princer she cries, " my only joy, 
loes he fight, or where his arms employ?" 
view'd her as in haste she ran, 
I unworthy of the name of man, 
r by name, prec3piiate he flies, '! 

pursuit, o'ertakes his hapless prize; 
ige relentlfis fells her to the ground, 
s her belly with a ghastly wounds 
the bloody foe with wild affright, 
ro rush'd distracted at the sight; 
.e alone,.** he cries," thy rage confine, ' 

leath thy sword, or bravely challenge mine, 
bright sun, and by the silver flood, 

dds, her thoughts are innocent of bloody 

f crime (and oh* can this offend?) 

luch love forme, her dearest friend**— — 
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Her breathless body plac'd upon a bier* 

A shower of tears relieved his gnef-swoln breastij, ' j 

And thus aloud his sorrows he express'de / 

<* Ye wretched Dames and Sons of Africa^ 

Turn h'l^Her, and behold with sad dismay 

Jifondingds cohrifiort murder'd by the foe. 

And share with me in this -our common woe. 

Oft have you rush*d in crowds, with great delight^ 

To hail your hero, glorious from the fight ; } 

But iM>w, alas, your symj^athy impart, \ 

To sooth the sorrows of my bursting heart,* 

Then on the ground the Chief his body threw* 

And grovling seem'd, as to the earth he grew; 

His tortured breast he beat, and tore his hair, 

"While bitter cries and waitings rent the air. 

The sympathizing natives gather round, ^^ 

Beat their black breasts, and lost in grief profound^ v •. 

with the ir lov*d chief lie sc^^tter'd on the ground. ^ 

Each relative now pours a social flood. 

And for Mondin^o cries and weeps aloud ; 

But most liis mother bears the tender part. 

She moyrns his anguish with a.^f)&ffr** heart. 

My muchiov'd Son, 1 haste thy woes to share, 

A id sooth thy sorrows with a parent's cari5.'* 

Deep groaning wich unutterable grief, 

And agoTiizing woe beyond relief. 
He strove to speak, and as he strove he shed 
A flood of pearly tears, and thus he said : 
" Oven^ii^-'-^Kh, my Mother, aU'isYoat—— ^ 
Jf^o/2c///T^o'^^ chiefest treasure— —A£t\c'a bo^stX 
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(henal dead! thy Son now lothes to live. 
Nor fnendsi nor earth itself, can pleasure give. 
Let me avenge it on proud JfaHvJtins heart. 
Let his curst spirit smoke upon my dart , 
On this condition will I breath e-^-^'cill then 
1 blufth to walk among the race of men." 

*• Alii .cease my Son V the anxious mother said. 
Let me not see thee numbered with the dead; 
When Havi'ins falls thou dies't/' "Let //anU'/zWdir, 
And let mc fall,** Mondiv.go made rtply; 
My dear, dear, consort! on her natal plain 
She fell, and falling sought my aid in vain. 
Oh then, fiince from this miserable day, 
I cast all hope of happiness away; 
Siiice, unreveng'd, my murder'd wife demands. 
The life of Havikins from Afondiugos liands: 
Let me But oli, ye mi^jhty powers above, 

Wraih and revenge from mortal man remove 
Revenge ■ by far too dear to evei7 breast, 
Sweet to the heart as honey to the taste \ 
Yes. I must slay the murderer of my wife» 
Or (if the heavens ordain it; Lse my life; 
Let me this instant rush into the fields. 
And reap what glory life's short harvest yields." 
But now theliofitile armies quit the plain. 
For Sol, approaching to the western main. 
Deep in the Ocean sinks his golden light. 
And yields his empire to the Queen of Nighr, 

The conQYmg natives mouni the ab&eat day, 
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Wf^ile vanquish *d Christians skulk in shades ftway; 
The frighted tyrants panting from the war, 
A sudden conncil call upon the shore: 

Each chief conven'd in dread dismay appears. 
Standing and trembling, for to sit he fears; 
'Twas now no time for eloquent debate. 
They fear'd MondingOt and in him their fate. 
Silent they stood, till Cunningham at lasty 
Skilled to foresee the future by the. past; 
The friend of JIaivkins and of equal ye^irs. 
With solemn sadness thus expressed l^is fears: 

In free debate, my friends, your sentence speak, 
For me I move, before the morning break. 
To raise our camp; too dangrous here our post, 
Far from our ships, and on a naked coast. 
Thus fierce I deem'd not negroes, while engag'd 
In mutual feuds their prince and hero -rag'd; 
Then while we hop'd our squadrons might prevail, 
We boldly camp'd beside twice twenty sail. 

I dread Mondingo now, his rage of mind. 
Not long continues to the town confiu'd 
Nor to the field, where long in equal fray. 
Contending armies won and lost the day ; 
For blood, for blood, shall henceforth be the striie, 
And the hard contest, not for fame, but life. 
Haste then on board, while yet the favoring night 
Detains those terrors; keeps that arm from fight ; * 
If but to morrow's sun behold us Yiwe.*, 
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That arm, those terrors, we shall feel not fear. 
And hearts that now disdain, with joy shall leap 
If heav'n permit them t© reg^aiu their ship. 
Let not my fatal prophecy be true. 
Nor what I tremble but to think, ensue; 
Whatever be our fate, yet let us trj^ 
What force of thouglit or reason can supply," 
He spake. When thus the Blinking CiHef3.ddrc^h\i 

His myrmidons, and thus his fears confess'd: 

J 

•* Cease we at length to waste oift blood in vaiji; 
We'll launcfi what ships lie nearest to tlie muir.. 
Leave these at anchor 'till The morning lig!u. 
Then put to sea, and hoist all sail for iiig'ut: 

Better from evils wdl foreseen, to run. 
Than perish in the danger v;e may shun; 
Of partial heaven with justice I complain. 
That blessed with victory the sable trains 
Now shameful fliglit zXoxie can save our Uosi, 
Our blood, our booty and our car^ofis losi. 
So GOD directs, resistless Lord of all. 
At whose command whole nations rise ar.d fa"! . 
He shakes the feeble props of human trust, 
And towns and armies humbles in the dust. 
Our cordage torn, decay'd our vessels lie. 
And scarce insure the wretched pow'r to fly: 
Haste then, nor hope to see the negroes fall; 
Our weeping wives, our tender children call. 
Love, duty, suFety, sumTnon r.s away > 
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Tis nature's voiee» and natnre we obey. 

Our shattered ships may yet transport us oVr, 

Tho* without slaves, to our paternal shore.** 

Thus spake the chief, when lo, in youthful pride# 

Lambert the brave, with eloquence replied; 

Lambert^ in rain^bt beauteous to behold. 

Of crimson hue, and fring*d with fiow'rs of gold, 

FlushM with the bloom of youth, his features shine, 

His hair in ringlets waving in the wind ; 

In perfect symmetry appeard the man. 

And to the listening council thus began: 

<* Return!*' he cries, and looks with stern disdaip. 
What! coop whole squadrons in our ships ag^ain. 
Was't not enough, ye valiant soldiers, say. 
Nine months imprisoned in these towers we lay? 
And now arriv'd, to arms our interest calls, 
..Yet you would pen us up in wooden walls! 
To better council then, attention lend. 
Take due refreshment, and the watch attend. 
Soon as the morn yon purple orient warms, 
\ Fierce on the negroes we will turn our arms* 
If great Mondingo rises in his might, 
- His be the danger, we will stand the fight," 
He spake. When thus his noble .Sire began, 
The vet'ran Chieftain of the Christian bandi 
Casting on Havikim his disdainful eyes. 
And to his former speech in brief replies : 
What shameful words base dastard ai thou art. 




VQ whole streams of bloo^Jbeen spilt in vain ? 
. base counsel if thou coucbBl&7 fear 
.t in whispers, lest a soldMt Ibear ; 
lere a man so dead to fame, who dare 

k such meanness, or the thought declare ^ 
me 8 it from an officer, whose sway 
ided troops implicitly obey?" 
just reproofs (thus Samiins calm replies,) 
TOWS pierce me, for thy words are wise $ 
mg as I am to lose the host, 
you not to leave the hateful coast ; 
submit. Let either youngs or old, 
more conducive to our weal unfold," 
Lambert stopp'd him short and thus began, 
counsel if thou seek, behold the man 
sldly gives it, and what he shall say* 
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Thus Htmiins answered when the youth had done : 
•* Intrepid soldier, and my youthful friend. 
Thy warm impatience makes thy tongue offend ; 
On better measures then employ thy thought, 
la such distress if counsel profit aught ; 
Arms cannot mif^, though courage may incite. 
Our gaping wounds withhold us from the fight. 
We sp'ove to conquer slaves, and now we yield; 
'Tis time when routed, to forsake the field. 
Black fate hangs o'er us from th' avenging God, 
We feel his judgments and vin#ctive rod. 
Then let us flee, our sails aivl oars employ. 
And dream no more yon anflj^to destroy ; 
Haste then, forever quit these fatal fields. 
Haste to the joy our native country yields.** 

He said....Deep silence held the Christian band. 
Awhile unmov'd in dire dismay they standi 
A pensive scene ; till Willmore^s warlike spn, 
Roird on the chief his eyes, and thus begun; 
** If I oppose thee, yet thy wrath withhold. 
The laws of council bid my tongue be bold. 
And have we crossed the deep, the stormy main,. 
And have our heroes fought and bled in vain? 
stall wc inglorious quit the field .of fame \ 
Is this a general's voice, that would suggest 
Fears like his own to ev'ry soldier's breast? 
4ion£ding in our want of worth Vie &t^«.^v\a. 
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And if we fly, 'tis what ourcliief commands. 

Go thou poltroon^ desert the embattled plain ^ 

Thy ship lies nearest to the surg;/ main ; 

A nobler care our soldiers shall employ^ 

To fight, to conquer, and return with joy ; 

Here let us stay, or if our troops retire. 

Myself will fight, and with my valiant sire. 

In deeds of prowess gloriously expire/* 

He ceasM....The troops loud acclamations raise, 

Trom rank, to rank resounds brave Lanibert^s praiJ^e^ 

Fterce Willmore then his lofty figure rear'd. 

And while the cliiefs in still attention heard, 

The noble hero on his spear inclin'd, 

And bending forward, thus reveal'd his mind : 
*' Formed by kind heav'n in all things to excel. 

And first to act what you advise so well ; 

"he wholesome counsels which you wisely move, 

>nr soldiers all with common voice approve ; 
^iefs thou canst blame, a bold but prudent youth, 
d blame e'en chiefs with praise, because with truth* 
t let me add what yet remains behind, 
bought unfinished in that gen'rous mind: 
chief it fits alike to speak and hear, 
ounce with judgment, with regard give ear; 
?e no wholesome motion be withstood, 
ratify the best far general good ; 
^hoag-h a meaner ffive advice, repine, 
o;v it, and m ikc the 'vlsdom thine ; 
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Hear then a thought^ not now conceiv'd in haste. 
At once roj present judgment and my past: 
Improve the nighty and use her peaceful hours, 
Our troops t' encourage and refresh our po\w'rs . 
Straight in the vessels be provisions sought^ 
And to th' exhausted men be quickly brougiit. 
Let the physicians^ medicine prepare^ 
And be the wounded their peculiar care ; 
Wide o'^er the fields high blazing to the sly 
Let num'rons fires the absent sun supply ; 
The flaming piles with plenteous fuel raise, 
^iU the bright mom her orient light displays ; 
To keep strict watch must now command our caTv« 
But soon as Phoebus rides through fields of air, 

Refresh'd in arms,- let every troqyi^engage ; 

And yon fir'd town behold the battle rage/' 
The leader spake. From all the troops aroutjo. 

Shouts of applause along the shqtes resound. 
Meanwhile l&round their lov*d Ovcnal slain 

In solemn sadness mov'd the sable train. 

Stem, in superior grief Mtrndingo lay. 

And claspM in mute distress the lifeless clay ; 

Then from his turgid eyes impetuous start. 

Salt tears, while sighs burst from his swelling h^-a^t. 

In accents wild, his mighty grief he vents, 

And thus his murder'd consort he laments ^ 
'' Mjr deur Ovenal, yet awhUe I stay. 
Then swift pursue thee in the darVsoTc\ft va v \ 



AfENlA. A» 

iw let me lie till then . . t hos closely press'd 
the thy cold fake, and sob upon thy breast. 
H- 'let me rise and meet the bloody foe-^ 
ith fell revenge I feel my bosom glow?' 
iger he waits the slow returning light, 
iviews the corpse^ and sickens atthe sight ; 
ids the obedient maids and matrons round 
cleanae the body, wash each gaping wound ; 
nd then with cautious and with pious to3, 
'adjust as usual and anoint with eil. 
•* Farewel— alas ! Farewel," Mondingo cries» 
s to the corpse again he turns his eyes ; 

Accept these tears— for thee — for thee» they flow* 
or thee, who ever felt another's woe ; 
"Yky heart was tender, and thy bosom kind, 
oy of my life, and solace of my mind ; 

left thee fresh, and beauteous, and gay. 
Cow find thee cold inanimated clay ; 
lias, what woes my wretched life attend, 
iorrowB on sorrows, never doom'd to end ; 
Thy sweet society, thy winning care 
3ft stayed Mondingo rushing to the war; 
fcVhat greater sorrow could afflict my breast, 
l^at more, though hoary Lango were deceas'd. 
[ hopM Ovenal might survive to rear 
Oat tender infant, with a parent's care. 
But now^ al«.s, to death's cold arms resigcv'd 
What banquet but revenge can glad my imwd?' 
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»» » » >»»» 



ARGUMENT. 



Before daylight LANGO* the king's youngest son leaves the tovo 
and joins the warrior train«...His youth, filial love, and courage 
described*>»«The battle commences with the rising sun. ..Niim 
ber of men that fall on either sidc-LANGO is slain b] 
'WlIXMORE..His mother frantic, laments with the old kinj 
over the corpse when borne to the town^^LOUVERTURI 
pursues WILLMORE, Icllls LAMBERT his son, then WILL 
MORE himself— JI« is described a^ an Atheist, fears t« dleM« 
Slaver's army completely itmjtedMwThe Africans while parsB 
ing them to their boats, behold twenty Guinea ships standis 
in for the shore.M.They are discouraged, and give up the poi 
suitM..Thc sun sets. 
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^nd now bright Venus hails th' approach of day. 
Before Aurora spreads her purple ray ; 
Or Sol triumphant on his golden car. 
With loosen'd reins ascends the atmosphsre ; 
E'er his fierce steeds high bounding o'er the sea. 
From their wide nostrils snorted beams of day ; 
The monarch's youngest son, athirst for fame. 
The noble JLangOy scours across the plain, 
To join his brothers and the warrior train. 
Soon as the little.sabie boy could go. 

On his young shoulders hung a slender bow ; 
A small light quiver at his side he wore. 
And in his hand a painted jav*lin bore 
No rich embroidery did his limbs enfold. 
Nor was his hair adorn'd with gems or gold ; 
The spoils of a fierce tiger wrapp'd him round. 
That from his head hung trailing to the ground ; 
Ev'o then his tender hand the dart could fling, 
Or with the pebble from the sounding sling. 
Strike the long crane or snowy swan on high. 
Or fetch the tow'ring eagle from the sky* 
Such WAS the /oatbt Swift to tha QWivo Yv.& r^t^* 
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And thus to brave Louverture he began : 

*^ A glorious zealj my Brother, breaks my rest. 

Some great exploit lies throbing at my breast ; 

Permit me now to join the bloody fray. 

And die or conquer, on this signal day. 

The prince beheld him, and devoid of pride. 

First shed a tender tear, and thus replied: 

<' And wilt thou, Lang^, ah too thoughdess boy. 
Thy mother's comfort and thy father's joy— 
And wilt thou thus thy tender life expose. 
To the relentless rage of Christian foes? 
Canst thou unmovM thy loving sire bereave 
Of such a son, and force him to the grave I 
Say, wilt thou cause thy mother's soul to know. 
Heartrending pangs— unutterable woe ? 

Thy dear fond mother, whom the loss of thee. 
Would plunge in woe and sov'reign misery — " 

*' In^yain (he cries) my courage you restrain,^ 
My soul's on fire, and you but plead in vain* 
Thy self can witness to my courage tried. 
We've vanquished woodland monsters side by side^ 
Like thine, this bosom glows with martial fiame. 
Bums with a scorn of life, and love of fame; < 
And thinks if endless glory can be sought 

On such low terms, the prize is cheaply bought " 

** Let not one jealous fear alarm thy breast, 
CThc clikf replk?) thy valour 5V?»rid? confess'd. 
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:heir let the task devolve on xne» 

a war I dare not think on thee ; 

me 6ght the cruel Christian train, 
ome« victorious to th7 .arms again, 
»uld it be bf .righteous heav'n decreed, ^ 
by Louverture by the foe should bleed, 
ou; in death some pleasure it ivill give: 
ir thy Brother's sake, I charge thee, live! , 

[^der youth a longer term demands, 
> release my corpse from hostile hands^ 
cent to the silent grave command, 
iM of thy brother and thy^ friend; 
e at least, by kind remembrance led^ 
nt tomb in honour of the dead i 
hou art resolv'd the war to wage , 
se the Zanga of the future age, 
lenceforth nothing from my soul shall part, 
my side and ever at my heart." 
o' heav'n, (replies the youth) alone can ble^s, • 
1 my conrage shall deserve success; 
ly boon I ask thee, e'er I go, 

eatest I can ask, or thou bestow? 
ther ever tender, fond and good, 

I am hunting in the distant wood. 

her love, she fears to let me see, 
re effects of Christian villany, 

cli J5 mine that I must keep unknov^tv 
sr, the danger of so dear a Sotv; 
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To spare her anguish, lo» I quit the pTapr, '' 

Without one parting kiss, one last embrace* 

If I should fall, thy pity I implore 
For her, ah, comfort her when I'm no more; 
With this dear hope, imboldenM will I go. 
Brave ever'y danger and defy the fbc." 
Phoebus liad now dispersed the shades of night. 
And scattered o'er the earth his sacred fight, 
When brave XoMverfwre rushM to meet the foe. 
While for his brother tears unbiddeh ilow( 
Arid as impetuous he moves along, 

He exhorts, harangues, and animates the throng. 
His men all follow; echoing clangors rise. 
In peals successive^ thundering to the skies. 

.Then, nor till then, in fight young Lango bore. 
His twanging bow, ennploy'd on beasts Before'' 
His vengeful shaft a noble victim found, 
And stretched imperious Watsok on the ground^ 
He first by Lango*s poison'd arrows bled. 
Next Starget, then proud Sanderton fell dead; 
Fierce Peters next fell groaning to the ground^ 
The pile of carnage cruel Kelson crown'4 
Heaps fell, the glorious trophies of his art, 
A Christian Ghost attended^ every dart. 
Twice twenty arrows from his hand had fledv 
And full twice twenty brigands he laid dead. 
A tv&stn now approaching, base and proud. 

Meets the brave youth, and va\nV^ ViO^-s^^ AoxA"? 
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ice, you young Savage, to the town agmin, 

y with children and the female train; 

e town, your sire awairs yon there, 

ve. to nien the business of the war." 

and aimrd a meditated blow; 

^ shun'd the disappointed foe ; 

. undanced spake; " Such words employ, 

;hat dreads thee, some unwarlike boy, 

ould give, defying and defy*d, 

tejrchange of obloquy and prides 

thy force to mine superior far, 

Lv'n alone confers succew in war; 

bo* I be, great yovc may guide my dart, 

B it entrance to a braver heart : 

when an infant in the fringed stream, 

i influence animate each limb; 

Ll*d the woods to range, pursue the boar« 

- the woodland monsters when they roar, 
irst and hunger, youths like me can bear. 
I^ht, and shake embattled towns with war; 
s our giin'rous warmth by years declined, 

les the noble ardour of the mind ; 
grave sire with martial vigour glows, 
ear, and longs to meet his country's foes : 

delight to profit by our toils, 
m rapine, and divide the spoils, 
* seek our nation to destroy, 
e in dying groans your cruel joy. 
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Your sahle souls your ruddy forms disg^ce^ 
Hence then ye Tyrants^ to yonr native places 
Haste to your bloodstain'di Christendom, ava)^ 
Ye hypocrites, pollute not Africa." 
He spake, and now prepar*d his well-strung bow;, 
And closely view'd the boasting Christian foe. 
And then to heaven address'd his ardent pray r. 
With reverential awe and heart sincere : ' 

«« My bold attempt. Almighty Sire, succeed. 
And let this Tyrant by my weapon bleed/* 
At once the twanging bow young Lango drew. 
And hissing fierce the feathered vengeance flew; 
Nor flew the youthful Hero's shaft in vain, 
' But pierc'd his nap and stung him to the brain. 
AS the huge Shark just hook'd and brought to land. 
Beats with his quivering tail the yellow sand; 

So writh'd the foe, and lash*d the bloody ground* 
While his life issued from the fatal wound. 
MoruUngo now, who ere the golden light. 

Had rush'd impatient to commence the fight ; 
ILike vivid lightning quick attacks the foe, 
impejird by grief, and strengthened by his woe^. 
^eaps fall on heaps, as to the war he leads. 
And by his hand the \oity ruffian bleeds; 
Tall Edwards t from his native home expel'd. 
From his paternal cottage, where he dwcl'd. 
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ice, till banish'd by a scolding wi£B» 
r he came and basely lost his life, 
thro/ his jaws the vengeful weapon gUdes> 
» his tongue, his grinning tee'th divides; 
on fiis face he falls, with hideous cries* 
n a foreign land death seals his eyes, 
ifounded and dismay 'd they flee of fall^ 
seek the Ships and some for quarters call; 
trembling fight, while others pant for breath, 

•'er the wounded stalks gigantic Death. 

.rd he speeds, and gloomy as the night, 

teds, not words, he animates the fight ; 

ins he seeks, while from his search he flies, 

guilty fear activity supplies: 

)th the hound the fearful lev'^ret wind, 

lase thro' woods obscure the trembling hind; 

lost, now seen, they intercept his way, 
from the herd still titro the flying prey; 

St and with such fears, the murd'rer flew, 
close and constant did the chief pursue, 
many a chief, and many a hero dies, 
vtct Mondingc^a weapon as he flies*, 
arring winds in Siriut suhry reign, 
I different quarters sweep the sandy plain i 
v'ry side the dusty whirlwinds rise, 
the dry fields are lifted to the skies; 
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Thus by despidr, guilt, rage, together driven, 
Fly the red troops, and flying darken heaven. 
Miller now fell beneath his thirsty dart« 
Which pierc'd his satin vest and pantitig heart, 
Brtndlty and Bverbard his fate soon shar'd. 
And frpm Mcndingo met the death they fear'd. 
But now his trembling host brave Lambert warms. 

And by his eloquence inspires to arms. 
And fiercely rushing on the sable band, 
J>rench*d with the natives' blood the thirsty land' 
Mingo 9 Onokot BangOt Ptro feU, 
Beneath the dreadful vengeance of his steel:, 
'IBLank upon rank the Africans were slain. 
And all their former victories were vain. 
Meanwhile Louvfrturc at a distance fought. 
Nor once of Lambert's conquest had he thought; 
}{e and Mofidingo, chiefs of matchless might. 
Were absent, th« fierpe bulwarks of the £ght: 
LamJfcrt still raging, spread the slaughter round. 
And gasping warriors bite the bloody g^otmd. 
At one fierce charge three sable chiefs he slew. 
And ten that moment from his presence flew; 
The trembling ^awi/n« at a distance stood. 
And saw the Hero bathe in hostile blood' 
On him, and him alone, the natives ran. 
With all their darts, ^n army on a man. 
Louverturfi, now arrived, beholds with woe, 
TAe dreadful carnage of the Christian foe; 
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And while proud HoKskins boasts and vaunts aloud, 

He eyes another chief amidst the crowd. 

And thus he cries, " Whoe'er thou art, remain, 

This jav'lin, else shall fix thee to the plain. 

He said, and high in air the weapon cast, 

Which whizzing err'd, and o'er his shoulders pass*d. 

Then fix*d in earth.— against the quivering wood. 

The foe stood prt)pp d, and trembled as he stood; 

A sudden palsy siez'd his turning head. 

His loose teeth chattered and his colour fled. 

The raging prince appoach'd the dastard foe, 

And horrible high rising to the blow, 

Clpft his proud head with a redoubled wound. 

His batter'd brains fell smoking to the g^round. 

An iroTl sleep came low'ring o'er Jiis sight, 

And wrtipp*d the villain in a cloud of night. 

Back tbro'the cleaving ranks MomiingoAies, 

That moment, swift as lightning thro' the skies; 

He calls his chief by nanae, exhorts t!il? train, 

And with his presence fires the host again* 

Soon as the furious Hero came in view. 

The dastard Ha'miins from the combat flew. 

Aw'd by no shame, by no reproach coritroul'd. 

Busy in cruelty, in malice bold; 

With witty envy studious to defame, 

X«ust all his joy, and money all his aim; 

But chief he gloried with licentious st^\e, 

To lash the good, religion to revilej ^M 
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Potent and rich, ii^ factious councils skill'd* 
Proud at the board, a dastard in the fields 
His figure such as might his soul proclaim. 
One eye was blinking and one leg was lame ; 
His mountain shoulders half his breast o'erspread, 
A long tail'd wig concealed his shaven head. 
Spleen to mankind his treacherous heart possessor 
And much he hated ^11, but most the best, 
A hypocrite, a coward dead to fame. 
Blood his delight, debauchery his theme. 
The chief now foremost in the thickest war, 
Harangues his men, dispels their anxious fear; 
Clamours on clamours, tempest all the air. 

They shout, they whoop, and thick en' to the war. 
First falls fierce Picket at his squadron*s head. 

The chief was cruel, and the men he led; 
The hero wields his sword, the head divides. 
The visage parted, fell on equal sides. 
His soul he tci^ftipled out, his body tore. 
And stain'd the verdure with no vulgar gore. 
High o'er the scene of death Mandingo stood. 
All grim with dust, and brains and clotted blood; 
He sees young Lambert, with his flaming eyes. 
And in an instant in pursuit be flies; 
Lambert beholds this terror of the plain. 
Consents to fly, nor heeds the voice of fame: 
Then first the youthful warrior's breast knew fear. 
Even then he pained lunidstUU iv^ cuttir^ 
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As turns the Lion from the nightly fold, 
. The* high in courage and witR hunger bold, 
"When gali'd by herdsmen, and long vex'd by 'hounds. 
Stiff with fatigue and fretted sore with wounds. 
Till late reluctant at the dawn of day» 
Soinr he departS5 and quits the untasted prey- 
So mov'd fair Lambert from his dang'rous place. 
With weary Irmbs, but with unwilling pace ; 
When on the left his valiant Sire he found. 
Cheering his men and spreading death around. 
Mdttdingo saw, and fivious at the sight, 
Rnsh'd terrible amidst the thickest fight. 
Lambert retreats, but with a tardy pace. 
The* the fierce chieftain thunders in his face; 
As when with tilted spears the clam'rous train , 
Invade the brindled monarch of the plain. 
The lordly savage from the shouting foe, 
Retires majestically stern and slow; 
The* singly impotent the crowd to dare. 
Repel or stand their whole collected war, 
(Jrim he looks back, he rolls his glaring eye, 
, Despairs to conquer, and disdains to flys 

)So LumJtert pausM and by degrees retir'd. 
While shame, disdain and rage the hero fir'd. 
Retiring yet his whistling lance he threw. 
Swift to the mark the faithful weapon flew; 
Whose forky point the brave JResiotigo tore 
ieeppwrc'dbisarm, .nnd drank the spouting Z!^xz. 
H 
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And no«r the wounded chief, his foe addressed* 
The purple current wantTring o'er his breast. 
But first embraced lus knees and tried with art^ 
To move his tender sympathetic heart: -^ 
«* By thy great father's love thy suppliant spare, 
By all the hopes of his intrepid heir. 
Preserve, victorious chief, this life alone,' 
To glad a living father and a son; 
High in his hut, are bars of silver rollM, 
With heaps of golden dust and laboured gold; 
These to procure my ransom, he'll resign; 
The war depends not on a life like mine- 
But one poor life can no such difference yield, 

Nor turn the mighty baUance of the field.** 
He touch'd the hero with his tale of woe, 
Mov'd his kind heart, while tears began to flow, 
And instant he released his panting foe. 
Meanwhile young Lango on the distant plain, 
Sent feather'd deaths among the Christian train; 
Twelve poison'd arrows from his bow had fled. 

And by their points, twelve officers lay dead, 
When the great Wtllmorei Lambert^s noble sire. 
Beheld the youth and his determined fire; 

" Soldiers forbear, nor touch my due, (he crie; 
For gallant Lango is your genVaPs prize; 
To me, to me, belongs the envy'd fight. 
Oh that bis sire could view the )^le^?.ln?; si^h?. 
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Tliou, Lamheri, thou young Langos arms shall bear, 

A lasting trophy of my deeds in war.'' 

He said, and at the word the Christian train ' 

Retir^ at once, and left an open plain; 

The ybuth with wonder saw the parting band. 

Heard the proud challenge and the stern command . 

Then view'd his limbs, and his gigantic size. 

And to his haughty foe in brief replies ; 

*• Now, by thy glittering spoil I shall acquire. 
Immortal fame, or gloriously expire, 
Then vaunt no more, for know, Almighty Jove, 
Beholds the fight, impartial from above. 
The strength you boast from him alone is giv'n. 
And know proud chief, my fate depends on heaven 
To thee presumptuous, as to me, unknown. 

Or what must prove thy fortune or my own; 
But know, whatever fate 1 am to try. 
By no dishonest wound shall Lango die. 
I shall not fall a fugitive at least, 
My soul shall bravely issue at my breast**' 
Thus Lango spake, and from his spangled sheath , 
Drew forth a feather'd messenger of death; 
Fierce he surveys the foe, the bow he benda 
To the full stretch, and joins the double ends. 
One hand approached the point, one drew the bow. 
And to his breast strain'd the tongh nerve below 
At once the whizzing feathjttj^ vengauce ftVet^ . 
And Serceljr blss'mc parts jMESjileKVing ?iWv<??^ 
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Pierc'di through the hsut, and bore the vig away. 

Then on the crimson'd ground it harmless lay. " 

His glittering sword then from its sheath be drew» 

And all collected on the tyrant flew; 

And graz'd the shoulder, of the baaghty foe. 

Wiilmcre then shook his lance, preparM to throw^ 

And as he shook it, ** see, (he cried) if mine 

Reach nOt the mark, a surer dart than thine.'' 

Fierce and sonorous flew the fatal dart, 

Pierc'd his young brea^ and lodg'd within his heart: 

His laboring heart heaves with-so strong a bound. 

The long lance shakes and vibrates in the woun4> 

The lovely youth lay grim with dust and blood. 

The soul came rushing with the purple flood, 

Winging to long eternity its way; 

And left its beauteous tenement of clay. 

The thronging Chr'istians view with wondering eyes 

His matchless beauty, and proportioned size; 

And as in death the youth extended lay. 
They lopp'd his head and quivering limbs away. 
Proud Willmore strode triumphant o'er the dead. 
And to the sable chieftains thus he said;" 

** Go, be this message to your monarch known 

Such as the sire deserves, I send the son; 

Unbrib'd, unsought, his relics I bestow. 

If funeral honours can relieve his woe." 

^f/s belt be now beheld, % gVonoT\s \)x^v . 
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And toi€ it from his mangled corpse away. 
In this rich belt with golden dust inlaid, 
Her utmost art his mother had displayed. 
The spoil proud Willmore views with joyful eyes. 

He wears and glories in the glittering prize., , . -.y' 
Vain man too haughty in a prosprous state/ 
Grows blind and heedless of his future, fate; 
The time will come when Willmore in dismay 
Shall mourn these spoils and this triumphant day. 
His eyes shaU shed for what he proudly bears. 

And for young Lang</s blood, a sea of tears ; 
ShaU wish too late, the golden belt unsought, ' 
And curse the trophies he so dearly bought. 
Now had Lowoerture on the bloody plain, 
Fought three fierce squadrons of the Christian train; 
Their chiefs he slaughter'd, and their ranks he tore. 
And dy'd his vengeful jav*lin in their gore. 
Here haughty Cosgrove fell. The dart was flung, 
Where the knit nerves the pliant elbow strung ; 
Then on his neck the glittering falchion sped. 
And from his spangled shoulders lopp'd his ireaa. 
Now to Lowerture the sad tidings came. 
That gallant Lango in the fight was slain ; 
WiA his huge trusty spear, without delay. 
Through bleeding ranks he clears an ample way. 
Aa when a torrent sweirji with wintry rains. 
Pours from the mountains o'er delug'd plains \ 
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And pines, and oaks, from their foundation torn, 

A country's ruins, to the sea are borne ; 

Louverture thus overwhelms the yielding throng. 

Soldiers and generals roll in heaps along. 

Thee, Willfnore^ thee he seeks through all the plain, 

Proud of the spoils of hapless Lofigo slain. 

He rush*d impetuous where his brother lay, • 

While the base foe affrighted, flee away ; 

With grief fraternal bending down his head. 

He pours his sorrows o'er his brother dead. 

His frantic mother too, in wild despair. 

Nor heeds the spear, nor dangers of the war. 

And as through cleaving ranks with shrieks she flies. 

Thus with unutterable grief she cries : 

*' And do I see thee thus, my darling boy. 
Thy father's comfort*, and thy mother's joy! 
Why didst thou fly, my son midst war's alarms. 
To certain death from thy fond parent's arms? 
A prey to beasts thy head and body lies. 
And ev'ry bird that wings the azure skies i 
Nor did thy mother close thine eyes in death. 
Compose thy limbs, nor catch thy parting breath; 
Nor bathe thy wounds, nor cleanse away thy gore; 
Nor throw the rich, the beauteous mantle o'er. 
The work which charm'd the cares of age away, 
My task at night, my labour through the day. 
How on thy face thes^ ravish'd eyes I fed. 



ttow oR embracM— but ah ! my Laiga't iHtH 
, Te bloody foen wlio Blaughtc(*d my dear bay. 
Hither, a poet abandon'd wretch dcttroj i 
Here, bere, direct in pity every dart. 
Plant cv'ry jivlin in this breaking; heut: 
Life haa no joys for me, hasie, let me go, 
This moment to my lovety boy below. 
That there I may heboid my mordcT'd hoy 
Far fironi the Chriititin'a rage in endless }9f i 
Strike, and III bless the sirohe that sets me'&M, 
'Ti« e»se, '(is mercy to a wretch like me-* 
Loaverture now sustains a manlier part, 
And mourtis bis brother with a warrior's tuflit. 
His aged mother wiih b weeping train, •« 

Collecit hiB members on the bloody^lain, > 

And daw tkaiktjt tltcia to A* town agalik -^ 
Loid Ariik tb« iBMMni When 0ib McpM qipetrs. 
Aad the whdb' toiim !■ melted Into tom^ 
Tta ftab^B moBBtA, sees his people's tAjgin, 
. BMIb tin wipM «b4 didce^ M Oh tiktu I 
■■ fctMS die CtiilMina InMOie Krvnige Md war, 
BfthcmUi dUtftams ihoDdiiE Irom Afu. 
OW^kiw.' Ab laftgtnd }»weH of Hft daear, 

AtteagftiMmMr^l, uthliwnlwflaw. 

Aad t»W tl«u|t tha maixlM tedf di«w I 

» »wi d WMi fMw Awrn amiia, * »ad ^h," 'tewfta j| 
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Tears stop his. words ai^ drown his aged eyes^ ' 
^ow all collected he attempts to say, 
What anguish dictates, but fe^r words find way* 
" Is this thy promise then, my son, with care. 
To shun the fight, nor mingle in the war? 
Thus must thy glory end, but just begun? 
Would, I had died for thee, for thee, my son !. 
The years of haughty Willmore had he ran. 
Till age confirmed the hero in the man, 
Willmore had stood conspicuous to the sight. 
The most distinguished trophy of the fight- 
But why with grief have I so long withheld. 
Wretch that I am, the chieftains from the field. 
Go tell Louverture to avenge the dead. 
On his base murderer Willmore*s guilty head; 
'Tis all he now can to his father give, 
'Tis for this only I endure to live/' 
JLouverture hears his royal sire's command. 
And hastes to battle with his conquering band ; 
Soon as proud Wilbnore the fierce prince beheld, 
From a high mound, approaching o'er the field. 
Him and his troops a general fear confounds. 
They shuddYing hear the shrill advancing sounds* 
The sable sqaudrons wedg'd in close aray, 
In one fi^ra body cut their desperate way. 
On Willmore now Lou venture calls aloud, 
To fi^rht and hunts him in the bloody crowd. 
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Now here, now there, the foe appears in sight. 
And now he turns him from the fatal fight. 
When long the prince his cowardice had view'd, 
(For still the tyrant fled as he pursued,) 
No more he follow'd thro* the thickening fight. 
But cried aloud, «* Escape thou wretch by flight. 
Hide thee ihglorious, but for thee this day, 
Whde hecatombs of Christian ghosts shall pay." 
Bushing amidst the warrior train— no bound, 
His vengeance knew, but spread the slaughter round.; 
Tlie treacherous foes he thinks it vain to spare, 
Fir'd with liis rage, he gives a loose to war. 
Now crowds of tyrants perish on the plain, 
By sable chiefs and great Louverture slain ; 
Here proud imperious Alexander falls. 
And shrieks with fear, and loud for mercy call^; 
First slightly wounded by the whizzing dart. 
His sword he dropped to mitigate the stnart. 
His hand he quickly to the wound applied, 
And a keen arrow nail'd it to his side. 
Swift thro' the wohnd it cut an ample way, 

In dust and blood the glittering coward lay. 
j\^as9n and Vineyard next were doom*d to feel, 

The vengeful fury of his flying steel, 

Mondingo from this scene of slaughter far. 
Raged on the left, and rul'd the horrid war. 
The woeful tiding^ to the hero came, * 

Of l*ang^ his brave /ounger BrotheT s\%\x^, ' 1 
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His grief impels him furious on the fbei' 
While from his eyes the silent sorrows'floiir. 
The Christians now and saMe squadrons wage, 
A horrid war with andistinguish*d rage; 
Here great Mondingo sweeps the fields, and there 
Storms beauteous Lambert, the renown'd in war. 
No stop, no check the mighty heroes knew. 
Still with their toils their kindling ardour greW: 

As the bold hunter cheers his honnds to tear. 

The brindled Lion, or the tusky Bear ; 

With voice and hands provokes their doubting heart. 

And springs the foremost with his lifted dart : 

So gallant hcntibert prompts his men to dare. 

Nor prompts alone, but leads himself the war. 

And now Louverture saw his foe from far, 

Safe midst the ranks, and glittering thro' the war, 

ArrayM in scarlet, fring'd with flowVs of gold, 

With epulets all beauteous to behold; 

He towr'd aloft with more than mortal pride. 

His son the charming Lambert by his side. 

The "blooming son, illustrious virtues grace. 

By birth as generous as the sire was base. 

A silken string constrains his locks, that deck. 

In glossy flaxen curls his beauteous neck: 

^11 lov'd his person, all admired his parts. 

Both brave in arms, and well approv'd in arts. 

When Willmores son harrangued the listening trainf 

fust WAS bis seme, and hU cxpTWsvoti\Aa^xi% 
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I succinct, yet full without a fault, 
no more than just the thing he ought. 
he rose, in solemn thought profoinud, 
It eyes, he fixM upoA the ground; 
skili/d or dumb he seemM to ^tand, 
I his head, nor stretch'd his beauteous hacdl 
he speaks, what elocution flows, 
\ fleeces of descending snows! 
is accents fall with easy art^ 
Ley fall, and sink into the heart* 
we hear, and fix'd in deep burprise 
■efute the censure of our eyes. 
> views the sire with stern delight, 
enkindles at the pleasing sight; 
lion if the branching deer, 
ing goat, his bulky prize, appear; 
e youths oppose, the mastiff's bay, 
lly Savage rends the panting prey, 
tlieve his siie, with a fierce bound, ^ 
flies furious o'er the slippery gronnd. 
the foe perceiv'd with fear and dread, 
advance, and coward like he fled, 
preventive speed Zouverture ran, 
lort, and forcM the combat, man to man; 
i he stands, collected in his might, 
e generous prince, and waits the fight* 
he saw the sable chief advance, 

ue distance of the flying lance? 

I 
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*' Now, now my spear and conq'ring hand, (h( 
For Willmore cfoma no deiiy beside^ , 
Assist my vows, succeed my martial toils* , 
And strip yon negro of his bloody spoils. 
My noble Lambert his bright sword shall bear 
His golden belt, his quiver, and his spear/' 
Thus said, hisfate^ the vaunting chieftain trie 
Glancing oblique, |iisjavHin erring flies ; < 
But in its dreadful course* the*" starting wide. 
It lodged its thirsty point in Zimko's side. 
The prince invokes the sov'reign of the skies^ 
• ** Avenge my honoured father's wrongs,** he c 
And with the words the hissing jav'lin flies. 
It plercM his thigh, and there its fury staid. 
The spouting blood the prince with joy survey 
Then from the sheath his flaming sword he d 
And.all collected on the ruffian flew. 
And now brave Lambert his illu'triou^ son. 
Fears for his danger, and forgets his own; 
Incumbered with his spear now Wilhncre reel'i 
And tir^d, and slow, and pain*d, he quit the fi 
His friends all busied in the cares of war. 
Thro* haste or danger, had not drawn the sp 
Fierce sprang the son against the foe; no wo 
He spake, but rush*d beneath the threatning s^ 
Strove to prevent the meditated blow, 
AnA gimtd his bleeding father from the foe; 
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»v*d with pit^^ the brave gen'rons man 
, and threats, and prays thie youth in vain-* 
ither to death, ah whither wouldst thou riiti, 
npt an hand far mightier than thine o\^: 
\tit Lambert, from the field remove, 
k thy rain, urg'd by filial love; 
I'rous love I honour and revere, 
n depart, and listen to my prayer^ 
in peace, nor tempt my dreadful ire, 
'^hile thou raay'st from certain death retire.**, 
ns in vain, the thoughtless youth defies, 
nee, till all his wrath begins to rise' 
die" the hero cri«s, and at the word. 
Ids and lifts aloft his vengeful sword, 
jing to the blow, with force applied, 
,d^ he buried in his milk white side| 
is% his Anna had embroider'd o*er, 
fair breast, was drench'd with purple gore, 
ince beholds the languid youth with woe, 
am his eyes the gen'rous torrents flow; 

:*d his palsied hand and thus he said, 
orth like thine what honours can be paid? 
ire times thy matchless name shall live, 
'n thy foes to thee the praise ahall give; 
estore thine arms, unhappy boy, 
wangled falchion, late thy only joy: 
ambcrt, ev*n in death be thTs thy ptidt, 
r tife great JLoiivertures hand liasl ^ftd« 
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Theft round the corpse he caird a gallant tnin^- 
And rais'dy himself, the body from the plain: 
But ah! how changed, with blood disfigured o^er* 
His snow white limbs all horrible with gore^ 
Stain'd were the circlett of his ^scen hair. 
Which ev'n a princess might be proud to wear. 
As the young olive in the sylvan scene, 
Crown'd by fresh fountains with unfading gre^ 

Lifts the gay head in snowy flowrets fair. 

And plays and dances to the gentle air; 

Soon as a whirlwind from high heav'n invade 

The tender plant, and rifles all its shades t 

It lies uprooted from its genial bed, 

A lovely ruin now defaced and dead: 

Thus young, thus beautiful, brave Lambert lajTf 

His honours wither'd in lifes early day. 

Meantime the sire had reach'd the shore, and tfaeve 

Bath'd in the flood his wounds, in deep despail^ 

He groan*d and languished on the sandy shorty 

And dry*d his sweat, and wash'd away the gore^ 

And paus*d, and panted, while the gentle gale. 

Conveyed the freshness the cool seas exhale. 
Against an oak the chief his head recUn'd* 
And caught the enlivning freshness of the wind(. 
When lo! he saw approaching from afar. 
His slaugUter>d son, borne from the field of «rar» 
Deep in his side he view*d the fatal wound. 
And while lufi friends Atteikd^iUX xsio^tf ^ 'asn^QsA> 



stain, ^ 

f&tture slain C 
tile plain. y 
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In in^ish tore his hair, and beat his breast, 
Andthas his mighty sorrows he expressed: 
•* Have I then lost thee! oh my miirder'd son, 

I.ost thy dear life, and basely sav'd my own ? 

Id my defence would such a son expire, 

A son like him for such a guilty sire? 
' Now, now I feel a weight of woe, the smart 

Of this dread wound lies raging at my heart. 

On thy fair fame, my sen, lief t a stain. 
My much lov'd son, by fierce Louver ture 
(Twas I who Iur*d thee to this hostile 
Fierce rage succeeds, his choler swelling high. 
The gen'ral rais'd him on his halting thigh* 
Prop'd on his spear, and with his body bent, 
ResoW'd on vengeance to the field he went; 
Halting and slow the groanirg tyrant past. 
But aided by his spear, he rea(:l;*d the plain at \a;.:- 
Thrice on Louvertures name he called from far ; 
He heard the challenge, and prepared for war. 
Leaving the ranks, he made his bold advance 
Fierce o'er the plain and shook his m'-ghty laticc. 
And while the wounded chiefiain hong his head. 
The intrepid prince with nob'e order said-' 

«' Why, &t mine hands wilt tliou thy ruin seeli 
Inglorious chief, the cause this instant speak.'* 

** And why (the chief replied) this vaunting Lt»-:i:' 
Tlie father perish 'd when the son w%s sWvr:- 

12 
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1 come to die-«bQt let me first bestow* 
This parting present on the raurdroas foe» 
Then strike, and use thy present fortune, strike. 
Death and the fabled god I scorn alike.** 
Swift as be spake, the vengeful dart he sped. 
Which miss'd the mark, and onward singing fled. 
** Where now the vaunting strain, (Louverture ctted,) 
Of haughty Willfnore^. where his scornful pride?'' 

With complicated woe the chief replies. 
And as he speaks, stares furious at the skies, 

« Why, why, insulting foe, this waste of breath. 
On one determined and resolved on death;| 
With that one hope to battle did I fly. 

And fought, far less to conquer, than to die. 
But if a vanquished foe this grace may crave. 
Oh! let me find the refuge of a g^^ve. 
For well my guilt and folly have I known. 
Then guard my corps, and lay me by my son. 

Ah! grant this comfort ere I yield my breath. 
To share his sweet society in death.*' 
He strove to hide the anguish of his soul. 
But down his cheeks the tears resistless stole: 

The prince indignant whirld aloft in air. 
His massy sword, and hewd away his car 
In pomp terrific now black furies stand, 
Around the Atheist, waiting heaven's command; 
Aghast he shakes and trembles with affright, 
WMe all their native horrdrs \AasX.Vi\^ «v^\; 



AYEUIA. r© 

Such fltmitig firontg tlie tabU demons spr)»d, 
5o dreadful hissed red serpents round his headt 
Stiff rose his hair« and I09 a copious stream^ 
Of deathly sweat ran down from every limb. 
Fierce, and more fierce the gnashing furies rise. 
And hell, all hell, now open'd on bis eyes. 

" Earth, earth! (he cries) thy centre open throw. 
And screen a sinner from impending woe." 
Thas while he lay and agonizing shook* 
Th* intrepid prince the general thus bespoke* 

*« What methods, Willmatt^ yet remain for flight? 
<Tis strength, not swiftness^ must decide the fight; 
Try all thy ^rts and vigour to escape* 
Thy instant doom, and vary ev'ry shape* 
Wish for the morning's rapid wings to fiy. 
Shoot down to hell, or vault into the sky.** 
" Not these insulting, empty vaunts I dread,'' 
Replied the trembling chief, and shook his head; 
•• Nay let the fear of GOD my bosom move. 
Alone my greatest foe. Almighty Jove! 
My crimes, my unbelief (the tyrant said,) 
Have forc'd reluctant vengeance on my head." 
He spake, and upward cast his glaring eyes, 
Tew'rd the blue vault, and curs*d the azure skies. 
The prince with indignation mark'd the part. 
And aim'd his sword directly at his heart: 
It lopp'd his arm, and plow'd his ribs profound* 
And stietchid Jum hifigmd on the purple |;iw£tti,\ 
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His hands the vanquish'd tyrant faintly rear'd^ 

And to the chief this moving prayer prefen'd; 
«* Prince I deserve, not deprecate my deatlk. 
Then use thy fortune, take my forfeit breath. 
Yet if a parent's tears move sympathy, 

, Think what thy father is and pity, me.'* 
His melting taie the genrous warrior heard. 
Repressed his rage, and sheath*d hi^ reeking s^vord, 
His words and tears to mercy now inclin'd. 
Still more and more, the victor's noble mind; 
When lo! by chance the gUttring belt he spied, 
His brother's belt, still shining at his !(ide. 
Which from the blteding youth the ruffian tore. 
And the bright spangled prize in triumph were; 
His eyes fierce flaming o*er the trophy roll, 
That Avakes the slumbering vengeance in his soul. 
Then in loud accents, and with dreadful look. 
Stem and severe, the raging hero spoke: 

••Thou wretch accurs'd, canst thou to grace pretend, 
Clad in my brother's spoils, my murder'd friend ? 
No, to th' unhappy who unjustly bleed, 
Heav'n gives posterity to avenge the deed* 
Haste then, appease my father's vengeance, go. 
Go then, a victim to his son below, 
«Tis Lango, Latigo gives the righteous blow. 
Thus is my sire aton'd,*' (the hero said) 
And buried in his breast the thirsty blade. 
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t moment echo'd to the shore, 
ow'd and he groan'd no more. 

>' Ions ^^ ^^^ ^"^^ ^'^7 confined} 
wes the spangled corpse behind; 
lis by the gnashing fiends away» 
clouds far from the solar ray, 
>re loud the dreadful shrieks they heauf^ 
Ternal regions they draw near. 
>niudable, deep and wide, 

with a blue sulphureous tide, 
jaws terrific to survey, 
ncessant for the destin'd prey, 
f sable smoke^ and ruddy flatne, 
irolumes o'er the dark domain. 
:he Atheist tastjes eternal woe, 

I bim flaming in the realms below, 
leath the infernal centre hurl'd, 

X centre to th* setherial world." 
:e these the captive soul complains, 
eloquence of hellish pains: 
jrcy, mercy, oh! indulgent Jove, 
iguish'd, in the source of love? 

I I am! did heaven stoop down to hell, 
I Lord of life my ransom seaU 

>een industrious to provoke, 
edeemer*s- kind embraces broke, 
, and panted for hie mortal hate, 
lamnation, Jabour*d out my fate, 
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AnnulPd his groans, as far as in me lajt 

And flung bU agonies and death away: 

My voice» ^hich was onlain'd on hymns to dtreU, 

Once cursM ihy GOD, now blows the flames of hdL 

Just is my lot, but oh, must it transcend. 

The reach of time> despair a distant end } 

And must my punishment be ever strong. 

My constitution tooj for ever young? 
Curs'd with returns of vigour still the same. 
Powerful to bear, and satisfy the flame» 
Wretch that I was to doubt heavVs worddivisCf 
Nor think if truth dictated every line, 

"What woe, alMit endles misj^p^ei were mine.** 
Lambert 9 the brave, and Willmore being slaiot 

The Christians flee in terror from the plafai. 
The fierce Louvtrture rushing stem before. 
His Chieftains follow, thundring to the shore; 
Shout as they go, the distant forests rend^ 
And waves of moving troops his march attend. 
Full twenty stumbled as in haste they fled. 
Their souls were trampled out, their bodies bled. 
As when from gloomy clouds a whirlwind springs^ 
Bearing grim death upon its dreadful wings^ 
Wide o'er the blasted fields the tempest sweeps. 
Then gather'd, settles on the hoary deeps; 
Th' aflfected deeps tumultuous mix and roar. 
The waves behind burst on the waves before. 
Wide rolling, foaming high, & tumbling to the shore, 



in the tamult wedg'd with terror ntth'd» 

ir own swords, by their own sddiers crush'd; 

rove headforemost in the sands* and there 

leads stood fix'd » their quivring legs in w, 4h 

mpled flat beneath the soldier's feet, 

f rash'd panting to the painted fleet, 

^re*s fierce approach they think they hear, 

7 wind, and evVy moment fear: 

e a fuiy tois'd the scattering throngc 

heaps on heaps of trembling foes along. 

s a herd of cows that hear dismay'd, 

«i's roaring through the midnight shade* 

.ps they tumble with successless haste, 

.vage seizes, draws, and rends the last. 

now, the prince beholds far on the sea, 

enty ships direct their watery way; 

iit for the shore the tilting vessels stand> 

Purl their sails and anchor near the land. 

leld full forty troops, a cruel train, 

ach prepared to scour the ill fated plun. 

bile the sight the sable host appals, 

inquish'd robbers gain their wooden walls. 

r whirling down the skies, the purple day, 

turo* the western clouds a dewy ray, 

al Sol, hid his refulgent light, 

•ose majestic, Cynthia, Queen of night: 

o*er the mighty globe with pomp she drew, 

ver charioi hung with pearly dew.. 
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AH night itt arms each valiant warrl<Hr lay, 

Forgetful of the {)ast or coming day, 
^v^ All but the princ* with anxious thoughts oppresfi'd*'^ 
^|P "Bxi fiiithet'a cares revolving in his breast! C 

Sight IbUowing sighs, his inward grief confessM. ^ 

"^ciw &9r the fields dejected he surveys, 

^rom fifty ships as many fires blaze; 

And looking forward to the fleet and coast^ f • 

Anxious he sorrows for his father^s hostr 

Inward he groans, while duty and despair. 

Divide his heart, and wage a doubtful war. 

And while a thousand cares his breast revolves. 
To seek sage ^aco now the chief resolves; 

With him in wholesome council to debate. 
What yet remained to save th* afflicted state. 
He rose, and straitway cast his mantle round. 
Next on hh feet in haste his sandals bound ; 
A lion's yellow skin his back conceal'd. 
His warlike hand a painted javelin htldt. 
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BOOK III. 



MEANWHILE Mondingo presaM with equal woer,. 
Alike refiis*d the gift of soft repose; 
Wept for his sire, who for his son before. 
So much had suffered, yet to suffer more ; 
A panther's spoils he round his shoulder spread^ 
The sharp white teeth grinn'd horrid at his head. 
He grai^M his jav'iin in his hand, and ran 
To meet his brother, and he thus began. 

*' Why wakes Louverture midst these silent hoursi 
Sends he some spy to watch the Christian powers I 
But say, what warrior shall sustain the task^ 
Such bold exploits uncommon courage ask, 
Guideless, alone, through night's dark shades to go^ 
And from the hostile shore explore the foe.** 
To whom the prince. ** In such distress we standi 
I ftee this moment all our dares demand; 
Our all to save is now no easy ^art, 
But asks high wisdom^ policy and art; 
Then speed thy hasty course along the plain, 
Make.n^ delnxt but all our chiefs coiVNttv^> 
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Myself to hoary Qv aco shall repair, 

To keep the guard on duty be thy care/* 

To whom Mondingo^ ** thes« thy orders bome» 

Say* shall I stay or with despatch return." 

** There Shalt thou stay» (the mournful prince replic 

Else we may miss to meet without a guide. 

Still with thy voice the slothful warriors raise* 

Urge by their fathers' hiXtu^, their future praise* 

Forget this night thy state and lofty birthf 

Now workst and works alone, must prove thy wOfrtt 

This said, each parted to hhi seveiral catea. 

The prinpe to Qvaoo instantly repairs $ 

And as he moves among the heaps of dead. 

Where late the fnghted Christians wounded fled. 

He hears a groan, and as he hears he stands. 

And graspS' his sword and jaVlin in his hands. 

There lay in gore the cruel MMoiiru^ son. 
Large drops of sweat from all his members run. 
An arrow^s head still rooted in his wound, 
The crimson blood in circles mark'd the grotmd« 
Mov'd with soft pity at the Christian's woe, 
Loumerture in the man forgets the foe. 
*< Ah! hapless man/* he cries, << where now thy boa 
Thus must thou perish on a foreign coast? 
Is this thy fate, to glut the beasts with gore. 
Far from thy friends and from thy native shore i 
Unhai^ mattf doomed thus to die in shame » 
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the period of thy life and fame! 
'tis so> what now remains to do ? 

of thingfs great Jove alone can view; 
rith my country's good/ with speed 1 fly, 
le cruel enemy is nigh, 

stress this instant claims relief/' 

id in his arms uprais'd the chief; 

I the prince's slow approach survey'd^ 

e ground a lion's hide they spread » 

iteh'd at length the wounded chieftain lay, 

id Louvtrture cut the steel away : 

d hand a bitter root he bruis'd, 

d he suck'd, the styptic juice infnsM ; 

g iiesh that instant Ceas'd to glow, 

i to torture, and the blood to flow. 

the guards the godlike hero said : 

ow I haste beyond those heaps of dead, 
tir chieftains near the silent wood, 
e wounded man with wine and food ; 
'^oursclves you'd wish, for him provide, 
rrule has Jove imposM beside, 
led and the poor by heav'n are sent, 
3 men, relent then guards, relent. 
»urselves we need, is always ours, . 

let due repast refresh his pow'rs ; 

water wash his gore away, 
ng balmf: his raging smart allay ; 
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Content to follow when he leads the wey. 
Early this night he sought me thro' the plain, 

Ajid now convenes our chiefs of ancient fame/' 
The lion's skin the sage, then round him spread. 
The teeth grinn'd dreadful on his hoary head; 
Marching with caution thro' the sleeping croud. 
They stopp'd where Kinibo slept, and call'd aloud. 
Fierce Kimho, sudden as the voice was sent. 
Starting, awak'd, and to the heroes went: 

** What new distress, what sudden cause of fVight, 
Thus leads you wandring thro' the shades of night?** 

" Oh! valiant chief, (the prudent sage reply'd,) 
Brave as thou art, be now thy valour tried | 
Whatever means of safety can be sought, 
Whatever councils can inspire our thought. 
Whatever methods, or to fly, or fight, 
All, all depend on this important night/' 
He heard, return*d, and took his trusty spear. 
Then join'd the chiefs, and follow'd void of feaar. 
They now approach'd a chief of glorious fame, 
Hfondingc's uncle, Sambo was his name, 
A grove of spears, around him fix'd upright. 
Shot from their death ful points a quiv'ring lijfht* 
A bear's black hide composed the warrior's bed, 
A wolf's grey spoils was roU'd beneath his head. 
Now with his foot, old ^aco gently shakes, 
TAe slambenns chief, and in these words, awakee^ 
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e, valiant Sainlfo, to the bold and strong^^ 
^ms inglorious, and the night too long; 
p^st thou now*, when from you ships the foe, 
in our nation with impending woe?" 
■o heard, and sudden niis*d his head, 
oment slumber from his eyelids fled^ 
rrior hail'd the hoary chief, and saidr 
i'rou&old man, whose soul no respite kndwff 
ars and honours bid thee seek repose; 
nger chiefs our sleeping warrion wake» 
by age this toil to undertake. 

friend (he answer*d} gen'rous is thy taxtp 
oils young heroes, and ray sonS| should bear; 
snder thoughts and pious lov# conspire, 

a chieftain ^nd relieve a sire. 
r, alas! despair surrounds our host, 
r must pasSf no moment must be lost, 
ngle chief, in this conclusive strife, 
on the sharpest edge of death or life : 
ny years thy kind regard engage, 
thy youth as I employ my age, 

to these my cares, and rouse the rest, 
es me most, why serves his country best.'* 
ce. The chieftain o'er his shoulders flung, 
rd's spoils, that to his ancles hung, 
asp'd his sword, and lance and strode along, 
IV they all approach the distant guard, 
rakeful heroes, each in arms prei?^t'd.» 
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The watch unwearied, and all tistning, keep 
A sharp look out, nor heed invading; ^eep. 
The prince with joy the watehfol band 8inrvey'4» 

And thus addressed them thro' the gloomy shade< 

<' Tis well brave men, your nightly cares employ« 
Neglect must prove our fall, the town destroy, 
Vatch thus and we shall live.** The hero said. 
And o'er the plain the anxious chieftains led; 

And now they pass'd thro< piles of dead aronndU 
And in sad state the solemn council ciown*dF 
A field there was, not stain'd with human goit, 
Where fierce Xouvcrfure stopped his rage before, 
When night descending, from his vengeful hand, 
Kepreiv*d the relies of the Christian band; 
There stood the mournful chiefs when :fan^*s so&» 
The council op'ning, in these words begun: 

" Is there amongst us oae se greatly brave. 
His life to hazard and his country save? 
Is there a chief who singly dares to go. 
To yondet shore, and seize some straggling foe^ 
Or favoured by the night, approach so near. 
Their speech, their councils, and designs to hear, 
$py yonder fleet, a bold discovery make, 
What watch they keep, and what resolves they taka^ 
If now subdued they meditate their flight. 
And spent with toil ticglcct the watch of night. 
If to destroy our town they now prepare, 
Oijr£elda otviomort most be iTi^ wax ol ^«».- 
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This could he learn, and to our chiefis recite. 
And pass unharm'd the dangers of the night. 
What fame were his thro' all succeeding days, 

* 

iVhile Phoebus shines, or men have tongues to praise. 
What gifts his grateful country would bestow. 
What must not we to our deliverer owe! 
He who is boldest, speak, nor be afraid, 
To birtli or office no respect be paid; 
Let worth determine here." The hero spake, 
And' inly shuddered for his brother's sake? 
As when a general darkness vails the main, 
The mild winds curling the wide watery plain. 
The waves -scarce heave, the face of ocean sleeps. 
And a still horror saddens all the deeps; 
Thus heard the chiefs, and shudder*d at the sound, 
Propp'd on their spears and standing mute around, 
Fear hield them mute. Alone, untaught to fear, 
Mondingo spaie\ " The man you seek is here; 
Tow'rd yon black fleet to bend my dangerous way, 
•Tis Jove commands — and promptly I obey, 
Bnt let some other chosen warrior join. 
To raise my hopes and second my design; 
By mutual confidence and mutual aid. 
Great deeds are done and great discoveries made, 
The wise new wisdom from the wise acquire. 
And one brave hero fans another's fire.'* . 
Contending chieftains at the word arise. 
And each for glory mth the other w^ 
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So bra^e a post each warrior drives to gain. 
But most ^at Sainbo strives*-nor yet in vain# 
Then thus the Prince in brief the contest ench; 

<^Thoa first of warriors, and thou best of friends^ 
The brave Mondtngo in this cause to join. 
This ardous enterprize, be only thine. 
The prince invincible, in brief replied: 
^ My choice demands no other aid beside. 
How can I doubi when mighty Sambo stands. 
To lend his counsel and assist our hands. 
A chief whose safety is the Spirit's care* 
So fam'd, so dreadful in the works of war; 
Blest in his conduct what can I desire I 
Wisdom like his might pass thro' flames of fire.'* ' 

« It fits thee not, before these chiefs of la^e, 
(Replied the Sage) to praise me or to blame'i '^>Si;.-^ 
Praise from a friendj* or censure fron^ a foe» 
Are lost on hearers that our merits know^ 

but let us haste, night rolls the hours away, 
Theredd'ning orient speaks the coming day: 
The stars shine fainttr in the aethereal plains. 
And of night's empire bat a third remains." 
Thus having spoke, with noble ardor press'd. 

To explore the distant shore the heroes haste» 
A two-edg'd falchion, Louverture the brave. 

With poison'd arrows, to his brother gave. 
The furious Sainbo took a well-tried sword, 
A bow, sLiid quiver wi(h shsi,T]^ a.xio\f^ ^^t*d^ 
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And now* thus annM, the council they forsake. 
And dark, thro' paths oblique, their course they take; 
As th^s they slowly mov'd Mondingo pray'd. 
To heav'n, and thns the filial hero said: 

•* Thon Spirit, ever present in my ways, 
Who all ray motions, all my toils surveys. 
Safe may we pass beneath the gloomy shade; 

Safe by thy succour to the shores convey 'd; 
And let some deed this signal night adorn. 
To claim the tears of Christians yet unborn; 
Avenge my coxintry's wrongs, the hero said. 

And march'd undaunted o'er the heaps of de^d, 
FixM and resolvM, the tyrants to explore, 
'.,'' They seek the winding of the distant shore- 
Approach the ships, and lo! amazM they see 

Full fifty boats landing the enemy; 
Thousands already marching on the shore, ^ 
And still the boats employed in landing more; 
Now quick retreating, from the awful sight. 
They leave the beach before the approaching lighi 

Meantime an army from tile distant plain. 
Of natives, allies for the thirst of gain. 
Approach the shore; the Christian's arts succeed; 
Now first the natives by the natives bleed. 
Toward the ships they bend their shameful way. 
And on the left the panting chiefs survey- 
'TIS for some base design th6se men appear. 
Declare (tbeycry) £xom whence, and vj\io "^o\x"Wt, % 
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Wliat moves yoa say when sleep should close the 9ig 
To roam the silent fields in dead of night? 
Perhaps some foes, by hopes of plunder, led i 
I^ro' heaps of carnage to despoil the dead/' 
Nought they reply^ but take their instant flight| 
To the thick forest thro! the gloom of night. 
And haste to meet the warriors on the plain. 
To join the council and respire again. 
JLowotrturt saw them first; forth from his breast. 

He heaved a sigh, and thus the chiefs address'd: 

<' Ah! hapless leaders of our warlike host. 
Your visage tells us, all our hopes are lost. 
Say, great Mondingo^ shall we bravely stand. 
Resist the Christians and proud Uccwk'tni hand. 
Or are our heroes dooTn*d to die in shame. 
And this the period of our wars and fame." 

«' No more, my honourM brather, and my frien 
(Replied Mondingot) here our glories end. 
For lo, ev'n now a host of foes they land. 
Nay, hosts already march the yellow sand* 
A sable army from the distant plain. 
Our neighbours join them for the thirst of gain." 
Mondingo ce^^sM; when with a murmuring groan. 
And long, loud sighs, each warrior made his moan 
With new-born courage brave Louverture broke. 
The general murmurs, and undaunted spoke: 
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** Chieftains, tie bold, before the op'ning daj. 
Shall s^ld the mountains with a purple raf. 
Let each brave chief his panting troops inspire. 
And with i)pw ardour by example fire. 
So shall oar arms with just success be crown'd. 
And our proud foes lie panting on tl«e grounds 
We'll chatge them home, lior will we chai^ in vain. 

But Sight or faU, a firm embodied train; 
Him whom the fortune of the field shall cast. 
Dead on the plain, the next succeed in haste. 
Our great forefathers held this prudent course* 
This raised their ardour, this preserved their force. 
Remember chieftains, on this signal day. 
The fates of all our sires and infants lay; 
And we must fight the foe or hence retire* 
Till Congo blazes with their hostile fire. 
Thus spake the prince; fierce shout the sable train. 
And with one voice return him loud acclaim. 
The morning star now with a golden ray, 
Plam'din the front of heav'a and promisM day. 
When Sil^afti brave Lowoerture^s tender spouse. 
Rose from her couch, and silent left her house. 
Close to her breast she held her charming bey. 
The mother s comfort, and the father's joy. 
Pensive she climb'd a mountain's tow'ry height,' 
Beheld the foe preparing for the fight. 
But yet she saw not whom her soul desired. 
Whose virtae charm'd her, as his vaXowt ^t*^» 
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Along the plain her trembling steps she bent. 
And thro' the sable myrmidons she went» 
Where late the mournful council made resort» . 
And where Mondingo made his sad report: 
She heard the tidings with an aching heart. 
And trembled for her soul's far dearer part. 
To seek Lowoerture now she screaming filesy 
Fear on her cheeks, tears gushing from her eyefl. 
And while his welfare all her thoughts employ* 
She bathes her babe in tears, her infant boy. 
The prince this heard, and march'd without delay • 
Swift oVr the plain, and trod his former wayi 
Bidding Mondingo haste were glory caUs, 
And watch the Christians by their wooden walisi 

" E'er yet I mingle in the bloody fray, 
(He cries) my consort claims a moments stay, 
This day the last perhaps that sees me here, 
Demands a parting kiss, a tender tear; 
This day perhaps, I press my native land. 
Slain by some treacherous foe, some Christian's hand" 
With haste to meet him, sprang the mournful dame. 
As now she spied him o'er th' adjacent plain. 
And as she ran, in close embraces press'd. 
The lovely babe hung smiling at her breast; 
With joy extatic to his arms she flew, 
And strain*d him close, as to his breast she grew; 
Touched to the soul the prince with anguish hearst 
Her sad compUmts ; and speaks h\s grVeC in tears. ^ 
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Quick thro' his heart her mighty sorrows ran, 
Grief seiz'd the prince and wrapp'd up all' the man. 
H' embraced his mournful consort and resigned > 
To solemn sadness all his noble mind.. 
The charming Syhan cast a wishful took. 
Hung round his neck, and thus dejected spoke^ 
** My loT'd Louvertwel whither wilt thou ran» 
And leave thy weeping wife, and smiling aoni 
Ah! think how miserable we shall be« ' 

A widow I, an helpless orphan he; •. r. -. 
Thy furious courage length of life deniei» 
This day thou falls't thy country's sacrifice - 
Proud Sa'^kiM and his arimes strove in vain» 
But hosts invade us, and thou must be slain* 
O may I, ere Louwrture meets his doom, 
with my poor infant seek the silent tomb. 
So shall my days their race of sorrow run* 
And end with anguish as they first begun; 
No parents now remain, my woes to share, 
Kor shall I feel a tender brother's care : 
The cruel Christians wrapt our town in fire, 
Laid Ebo waste, and sold my warlike sire; 
By them my twenty valiant brothers fellj 
And none retura'd their mighty wrongs to tell; 
While herds and snowy flocks they fearless fed. 
Amidst their flocks th' intrepid heroes bledt 
My sister liv'd to bear the robber's bands. 
Was dragged in tears from her palwtcaX W^^, 
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The hapless maiden ne*er beheld again. 

Her dear, dear country, and her native plain; 
JBut pressed beneath her complicated woe^ 
She fell a victim to her lustful foe. 
Yet while Louwrture still survives I see 
My mother, sister, brother, sire in thee; 

Alas, my father, mother, brethren, all 

« 

Again must pcHsh if my prince should fall * 
LowSRTvmB hears her plaints with silent woe. 
And as he hears the tears unbiddei^ flow; 
Then lifts his smiling infant high in air. 

And breathes to heaven his hun\ble fervent prayer. 
" Im nnortal Sire, who fills th* athcreal throne,. 
From lawless ruffians save my ^ifc and son, 
yity the orphan's and the widow's woe. 
And save them from the savag^e Christian foe; 
My bleeding country save, our warriors lead 
To certain victory." The hero said. 

Then fondly gazing on his consort's charms, 
Restor'd the smiling infant \o her arms: 
Soft on her heaving breast the babe she laid, 
Kiss'd his sweet lips, and with a smile survey 'd: 
■ The transitory joy, soon chcck'd by fear. 
She mingled with the smile a silent tear. 
The tender prince with kind compassion mov'd. 
First dried the falling tear, and thus pursued: 

" Ah me ! my Sylvan, how thy griefs I dread, 
Fv*n now, methmks I see tbee capUNe\eA\ 



AVENIA. 105 

!*« baar the Chistians' hand comraandsy and forced 

To plow their lands, serve their promidciibns lust. 

May I be cold before that fatal day, 

^Ris'd with a)oad of monumental clay. 

" Bat, Sylvak, why, my soul's far dearer part, 

hft why for me thus heaves thy panting heart \ 

Vo hostile hand can antedate my doom, 
!1U Jov6 condemns me to the silent tomb; 
)epend on him, to him for succour run, 
[is will is just* and let his will be done ; 
To more, but hasten to my sire at home* 
[e needs thy comfort, mournful and alone; 
'ell him this moment to the fight I fly, 
etolv'd to conquer, or resolv'd to die/' 
"his said, tYie prince while tears in torrents fell 
LissM wife and child and took his last farewel; 

lis consort parts with a prophetic sigh, 

TnwilUngly, and oft reverts her eye; 

'ears gush'd at ev'ry look, then moving slow, 

he join'd the matrons and indulged her woe, 

lie dames in sympathy their sorrows shed, 

knd moum'd their prince as tho* he now were dead. 

knd now retaming with a dauntless air, 

The mighty chief anticipates the war; 

rhro* all his martial myrmidons he moves, 

kmie he encourages and some reproves. 

«« Brave men (he cries) your gen'rous hearts inflame 
Vith mutual honour, and with mutual shame; 



i 



104 AVENIA.'. 

Think of your homes, yourselves, and all the cat^. 
Your wives, your infants and your parents share, 
Think of each living father's rev'rend head. 
Think of each glorious ancestor, now dead; 
Absent, by me they speak, by me they sue, ** 
They ask their freedom and their fame from you* 
Your fate and theirs on this one action lay. 
We all are lost Jf you desert the day. 
Our ravishM daughters soon shall curse their chains^ 
Our slaughtered chieftains strew the mournful pltuna* 
Dread not your num'rous foes, to Jove belongs* 
Our righteous cause, and the revenge of wrongs." .. 
He spake, when lo, a youth unknown to fame* 
Yet wise and cautious [Mzvoo was his name] 
Viewing the ships with a dejected look. 
With humble diffidence the prince bespoke : 

« How oft my leader, thy reproach I bear. 
For words well meant, and sentiments sincere; 
True to the counsel which I judge the best, 
I tell the faithful dictates of my breast; 
To speak his thoughts is evVy freeman's right^ 
In peace, in war, in council, or in fight. 
And all I move, defering to thy sway. 
But tends to raise that pow'r .which I obey: 
Then hear my words, nor may my words be vain, 
Seek not this day the Christians* boats to gain* 
For hosts oppose us, and we must be slain. 
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7 threaten yon grand painted fleet, 
fall on tyrants at our feet, 
seen^ and fiercer are decreed ; 
*ear will see our heroes bleed.'' 
ouvERTURE With dJsdain retum'd^ 

pake* bis eyes with fury bnrnM: 
se the faithful counsels of diy tongue? 
)artial, or thy reason wrong, 
rpose of thy mind thou vent, 

resumes the little sense it lent, 
i counsel would thy madness move? 
*end' may we not trust in Jove? 
in his sword the brave man draws^ 
» omen but his country's cause> 
luld'st thou suspect the war's success^ 
c more, as none promotes it less, 
chiefs amid yon boats expire, 
iitrn cowardice to escape their fire} 
iefs may find a gen'cal grave, , 

ist live, for thou canst be a slave, 
he fears that wary mind suggests,. 
■ cold poison thro' our heroes' breasts^ 
an revenge so base a part, 
e soul that quivers in thy heart." 
tiief with fix'd resentment, eyed 
I leader, and sedate replied, 
it just my prince that Mingo's ear? 
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From such a hero, such a speech should hear^ 

I deemed thee once the wisest of thy kind. 
But ill this insult suits a gen'rous mind: 

I shun the Christians, I desert mj train! 

»Tis ikiine to prove the rash assertion vaia. 

March to yon vessels, let us hew the way. 

And thou be vritness if 1 fear to day." 
*' Debate no more [the prince replies] btu figh^ 
Urge those who stand, and those who faint excite; 
Conquest, not safty, fill the thoughts of all> 
And let us sally on each wooden wall: 
For Jove*s high will is ever uncontroul'd!. 
The strong he withers and confounds the boUis 
Now crowns with fame the mighty man, and now 
Strikes the fresh gairland from the victor's brow.** 
Furious he spake and rushing to the wall. 
Alarms his chiefs, lus chiefs obey the call; 
IVith ardour follow where their leader flies. 
Redoubled clarao^ir thunders in the skies. 
Meantime the foe still land their lawless tnun. 
Some watch impatient the retreating ipain; 
Then vault and sieze the half recovered shores. 
Some slide more ventrousdown th^ bending oarsj 
Frem boat to boat in haste the ruffians fly» 
But with less speed, the breaking waves too nigh* 
So when a horseman from the wat'ry mead, 
Skill'd in the m^iage of the bounding steed. 
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foar Tair coursers practised to obttgr, 
ye great city thro* the public way; 
his art, as side by side they run, 
ts his seat and vaults from one to ox^- 

9 

m to this and now to that he flies; 

Qg numbers foHow with their eyes. 

! at length their proud commander spied* 

in smooth swellings roird an easy tide; 

r his boats alt from the deep he drew, 

us exhorted the attentive crew. 

ow» now brave boys exert your utmost force, 

n: swift oars, and urge your furious course; 

eave your desp'rate long boats to the strand* 

ith your stems and keels the hostile land: 
e ambition is to gain the coast, 

en no matter if the boats are lost." 
pake their chief Lbclerg/ and as he spake, 
ly'd their oars and rose to ev'ry stroke: 
1 the land the rushing long boats bore 
ith their keels they clave the sandy shore. 
> the shelving beach the long boats run, 
ip'd the dangers oT the rocks but one: 
iRc's amidst the shallows rushed, and there 
L on a rock and sloping hung in air; 
1 by a war of waves her shatter'd sides, 
and the troops plung'd headlong in the tides; 

swam, assisted by their floating oars, 
e long surges bi^re them tg Ui« ^\x^Ttv 
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The troops all landed in the yellow sand. 
The ships at distance from the battle stand. 
In line& advanced along the shdving strand. 
Whose bay the fleet unable to contain. 
At length beside the margin of the main. 
Close to the shore beneath the waving scene. 
Of gproves that paint the checquer'd floods with grC' 
Rank above rank the painted ships they moor, 
' *'Who landed first lay nearest to the shore. 
And now Leclerc his eager soldiers warms. 

Urges his myrmidons to blood and arms* 

All breathing death, around their chief they stand, 

fxi rank and file, a grim terrific band. 

High in the midst their artful leader stands. 

Directs his orders and the war commands: 

His stern command his officers obey. 

Himself supreme in valour as in sway* 

His raging troops he views with joyful eyes. 

And rears majestic his gigantic size: 

His pondrous sword with studs of jewels crown'd^ 

Full four feet long he grimly wields around, 

Nor speaks like others fix'd to certain stands. 

But looks a moving tower above the bands: 

*' Friends, officers and soldiers ever dear. 
Brave, bold and valiant, thunderbolts of war; 
Now, now be mindful of your old renown. 
Your fathers' long tried courage, and your own, 

' Sebold, brave iads, this day yo\tt ioix.uTiC& wsAr* 
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Much on invincibleji be not afraid? 
Each lift hia cutlass for a noble blow^ 
Kor heed the vaunting of the savage foe. 
'What aids expect you in this utmost strait? 
What bulwarks rising between you and fate? 
Oor countrymen behold on yonder plain y 
An horrible with gore> and newly sUia> 
** |fo troopSt no bulwarks, your retreat attend. 
No friends to help , no city to defend; 
This spot is all you have to lose or keep^ 
Th«re stajid the negroes* and here rolls the deep/^ 
He spake, and forthwith gave the dread command> 
7o march his forces o'er the hostile land. 
Dreadful the sight and glitering from afar^ 
Of great Leclerc now marching to the war. 
While slow and silent move the Christian bands ^ 
No whisper but their oiBcer's commands; 
These only heard with awe, the rest obey. 
As if a god had snatched their voice away* 
Not so Zouverturei from his host ascends* 
A mighty shout that all the region rends; ' 
Aad breath ing death in terrible array, 
The tlose compacted legions urg«d their way. 
Soon as the prince the spangled chief beheld. 
He nish'd impetuous o'er th' embattled field; 
Each host now joins, and each dread rage inspires. 
These liberty incites, those mammon fires; 
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Their force embodied in a tide they pour. 
The horrid combat sounds along the shore- 
By passions various now together driven. 
Meet the fierce hosts, and meeting darken heav'h, 
And dreadful glared the iron face of war* 
With woods of upright spears that flashed afar. 

The prince begins the fight— his bosom warms^ 
The field grows aweful with the clash of arms; 
The glittering sabres flash, the arrows fly. 

Blows echo blows,, and all or kill or die. 
Thrice fierce Lauverture midst the mffi'ans flew. 
And thrice five robbers at each onset slew. 
Th* impatient Africans, a gloomy throng. 
To meet the foe embattled roll along. 
They vow destruction to the Christian name. 
And in their hopes the boats already flame: 
Lowoerture fights, nor from his stand retires. 
But with repeated shouts his army fires; 

** Heroes be bold— this arm shall hew your way. 
Thro' yon square body, and that red array; 
Stand, and my sword shall rout their scattering pow' 
Strong as they seem, embattled as a tow'r." 
He said, and rais'd the soul in ev'ry breast, 
Urg*d by desire to strike before the rest. 
Whole squadrons the intrepid hero fought^ 
Fac'd ev'ry foe, and ev'ry danger sought: 
His thirsty lance, resistless as the wind, 
O/ftj^'s ench motive of the m^stex^ft mVcvdi, 
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Restless it flies j impatient to be free. 
And longs to t\»,j the treachrous enemy. 
The Christians bleed where'er Louverture turns. 
Their groans still deeper as his fury bums. 
Nov naan to man, with squadron squadron closM, 
Chief against chief, and sword to sword oppos'd; 
Victors and vanquish'd join promiscuous cries. 
Victorious shouts and dying groans arise. 
With smoking blood and brains the fields are dy'd. 
And mnrder'd chieftains swell the mighty tide. 

Now saw the chief who led the Christian band. 
What numbers fell by great Lomerture** hand; 
Fierce he advances in the front of fight, 

Harrangues his troops, and stops their shameful flight: 
'* And where (he cried, and raised his voice on high) 

Where, to what ramparts will you panting fly? 
Shall one, and he a negro, make us fall. 
One rash, intrepid warrior vanquish all ? 
Calm you look on and see the savage foe. 
Plunge crouds of soldiers to the realms belou'. 
Still shall your chief, ye base abandonM train. 
Still shall Leclerc demand your aid in vain?*' 
Roas'd by his words, they rally from afar. 
Breathing revenge, and thicken to the war. 
The chief beholds, and kindling at the view. 
Now fires his host the Christians to pursue. 

And like a mighty giant leads the van; 
The Bene battulion follows to a mati. 
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Twice on the ssble host he dauntless flew. 
And twice a chieftain at each oriset slew. 
Ramvo first met him in his furious way* 
The t3mLnts sabre lopp'd his ear aways 
The fallen chief in suppliant posture press'd 
^The ruffian's knees and thus his prayer address'd: 
* Oh spare my youth, and deign to let me live. 
And for this boon large gifts thou shalt receive"'— 
He suedin vain, the vkrtor' wav*d around^ 
His sword, and gasVd his belly with a wound. 
That moment when the fatal blow was sent* 
The soul rush'd plaintive thro' the gaping venft 
This saw Omoid, and therewith enrag'd. 
Strode where the foremost of the foes engag'd^ 
Arm'd with a spear he meditates the wounds 
In act to throw but cautious looks around. 

Struck at the sight Leelerc now backward dreiv. 
And heard the whizzing Jav'Hn as it flew: 

A youth stood nigh, who from Hibemia came. 
Brave, bold and fiercei and Bennet was his name^ 

Tlie weapon enter'd just below his ear. 
And thro* his temples hiss'd the flying speaur. 
He shreik'd that moment, and resign'd his breath. 
His eye-balls darkning with the shades of death. 
His mouth and nose eject a flood of gore. 
That floats around him on the slippery shore. 
Next hapless Ambo felt the victor's steai. 
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It plowM his side^ the warrior shrieking fel) . 

Leckrc ran furious as he gasp'd for breath. 

And thro' his navel drove the pointed death. 

Nor less unpitied young Bunanno bleeds. 

Id vain his youth, in vain his valour pleads? 

Unhappy boy^ no prayers, no moving art 

£'er bent to mercy his obdurate heart. 

While yet he tumbled at his feet and cried. 

The ruthless sabre op'd his fender side; 

He lopp'd his head, and kickVl it midst the throng. 

It rolling, dr«w a bloody trail along. 

At Dingo next his flying spear be cast, ' 

But o'er his head the singing weapon pass'ds 

The youth on bended krrees assayed with art, 

To bend his stern inexorable heart: 

'* Preserve, victorious chief my life alone, 
To glad a hoary father, and a son/* 
Nouglit mov'd the chief, he aim*d the fatal blow.. 
Full on his neck» and laid the stripling low* 
His brother saw him fallj^ndjlhed a tear, 

Full in the ruffians front he dar'd appear, y 

And in a nnoment felt the deathfiri spear. 
He also pray'd and begg'd his life in vain. 
His head was lopp'd and roll'd along the plain. 
That moment flew poor Gazoo o'er the field, 
2*he spear o'erlcok him as his course he held; 
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Down sunk the warrior with a horrid sound. 
And grim with blood lay panting on the ground. 
" Die, savage negro die," the monster said, 

' And buried in his bveast the smoking blade* 
The princes from this cruel slaughter far, 
Rag'd on the right, and rul'd the dreadful war; 
Deep groans proclaim their progress thro* the plain, 
O'er hills 'of camAgt, mountains of the slain; 
JLowxrture issues out hj^ stern Commands, 

^' :. J^oit trusts the war to less important hands; 

; The ruffians see him come» with wild despair. 
And ev'n Leclerc himself consents to fear. 
The furious prince the ipan of battle led. 
And by his sword twice fifty tyrants bled. 
The- foe dispers'd, their bravest soldiers killM, 
Fierce as a torrent now he sweeps the field; 
Srtill like a fury the brave prince proceeds. 
Both arnlT^s wonder at his dreadful deeds; 
Before his rage still fled the panting foe. 
And mtny liaiighty, powder'd heads lay low. 
While la black waves each sable squadron rolls , 
Slashing their foes, and crushing out their souls. 

The flying Christians iliake the trembling ground. 
The tumult thick^&s and the woods resound; 
Sweating, the haiw engage, while shrieks arise 
In frequent^peafs, and echo thro' the skies. 
Long as imperial Sol increasing bright, . jt* 

0*et heaven's clear azure spreads x\i& ^o\le.Ti U^bft, 
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CoRimotual death the fate of war confound^ 

« 

&ach adverse army gor'd with equal wounds: 
But when he to the height of heav'n ascends. 
Each ruffian to his ship his footsteps bends* 
Leclerc beheld, and thundring his commands, 
Now strove to rally liis affrighted bands; 
With' this reproach his flying host he warms, 

*' Oh> stain to honour, oh, disgrace to arms. 

Porsake inglorious the contended plain. 
This hand unaided shall the war sustain; 
The task be mine, this negro's strength to try. 
Who thus resistless makes our squadrons fly/' 
He calls aloud his flying troops from far, 
Then turns and sternly waits the coming war. 
Pride,, conscious valour, av'rice, rage and shame. 
At once set all the tyrant in a flame. 

** And now ye||astards, 1*11 no more delay, 
(He cries) but ^o where fortune leads the way, 
Prepared the bitterness of death to bear, 

J 

111 meet this negro hand to hand in wan 
No longer will 1 see my army's shame. . 
Pursu*d and flying o*erthe field of fame: 
Resoly'd at once, impell'd with martial fire« 
To conquer, or triumphantly expiic. 
Yet watch the time when I defy the foe, 
M4|rt swift behind, and give the fatal blow. 

X|yb hand shall wipe our late disgrace s^^^y* 



# 



ttiSt AFENIA. 

While ye 6taAd bx> spectators of the £ray.^ 

Thus spake Leclerc, and with an ea^ger bound, 

Rush'd from his tntn, and measured back the |^oir 

And while his troops seem'd lost in sad despair. 

Sprang thro' the storm of darts the prince Jo dare 

Now shook jhe dastard ranks b^ fear oppress'd, ' 

And sad forebodings work*d in every hreast; 

With dread they -vicw'd their chief o*ennatch*'l 

might. 
And curs'd the terms of the unequal fight; 

Their dread encreases as the Prince draws near. 
And Leeiere** looks augment the gen'ral fear. 
Shuddring, aghast, he moves With tardy pace) 
A guilty pSileness overspreads his face: 
With courage fbrcM anticipates the fray. 
Rallies his pride, reluctant breaks the way: 
Then to his troops he beckons wit^his hand. 
And loudly thus bespeaks the tremblfng band: 
" To me, ye soldiers, the whole war resign, 
All, an the fortune of the field be mine/' 
Back, at the word, the armies are compelled. 
And for the champions form an open field. 
And now the martial Prince at Leclerc's name. 
Fierce from the ranks, in all his terrors came. 

Left ev'ry second work of war behind, ' 
While nought but vengeance fill'd his fearless mind 
He strides majestic, furious to engage, 
Ills fathers £oe' hh eye-balls flasYv wiiVv rage; 
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Hiiate wich hope, and glorying in his might. 
The sable prince moves forward to the fight. 
In military purple, fring'd with gold» 
L^eclert approaches, gaudy to behold; 
A radiant belt around his waist was tied. 
And held the •word that glitter'd aCt his side. 
His satin vest^ white as the driven snow, 

Seem*d less for use design'd than useless show, 
Instar'd with beamy buttons in a row. 
If ow death stands still, and o'er the slippery plains. 
Thro' all the ranks a solemn silence reigns: 
Soon as the squadrons from the fight withdrew. 
Forth rush'd th* incensed combatants to view; 
Leclerc first aimM the meditated blow. 
The hero shunnM the disappointed foe. 
The chief now foil'd, with agonizing eye. 
Beholds his troops and longs for wings to fly, 
N'o force, no courage the pale tyrant shows, 
rie t^a^nts with dread, his colour comes and goes; 
Against his bosom beats his trembling heart. 
Terror and death in his wide eye-balls start. 
With chattering teeth he stands, and stifFning hair. 
And looks a bloodless image of despair. 
Not so Louverture; dauntless, still the same. 
Unchanged his valour, and unmov*d his frame. 
Compos'd his thoughts, determined is his eye^ 
And fixM his soul to conqner or to die; 

O 
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If ought disturbs the tenor of his breast, 
'Tis love of country robs his soul of rest. 
Lemverture now his dreadful sword prepares. 
In act to strike, but first prefers his prayerss 
'< Give me, kind Jove, to punish lawless lost. ' 
And lay this monster gasping in the dust; 
Destroy th' aggressor, aid my righteous caase» 
Avenge the breach of hospitable laws; 
Let this example future times reclaim. 
And guard from wrong fair virtues holy name; 
Avenge my sire, thou ruler of the skies,** 
He spake, and on Leclerc he fix'd his eyes. 
Then with his eager sword he struck the foe^ 
On his full stretch, and aim'd a mortal blow, 
A peal of groans was heard, each army bent* 
Their eager eyes to wait the great event* 
The wary Christian, bending from the blow* 
Wards off the death, and disappoints the foe| 
He wav'd again his thund'ring sword, and struck 
Full on the ruffian's sword -—his body shook. 
houverture's steel, unfaithful to his hand. 
Broke short, the fragments glitter'd on the sand: 
The raging warrior to the lofty skies, 
Rais'd his upbraiding voice, and vengeful eyes: 

" Then is it vain in Jove himself to trust. 
And is it thus that heav'n assists the just? 
When wrongs provoke us, Jove success denies^ 
7'Jjr dart fa/is harmless, and the falchion flies: 
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om tby hands the fate of mortali flow, 
I whence this favour to an impioufi foe; 
oody crew, abandoned and unjust, 
breathing rapine, violence and lust? 
best of things, above their m^f^uroy cloy, 
p's balmy blessing, love's endearing joy, 

feast, the dance, what*er mankind desitc, 
1 the sweet warblers in our vallies tire; 
Christians ever reap a dire delight 
hirst for money, and in lust of fight, 
St gold ! how high will daring Christiani rise, 
v'ry guilt, to gain the fleeting prize/' 
hero said, and towards the sable crew, 
M by his belt the panting chieftain drew, 
ggling he followed, while th' embroidei'd thong 
t tied his sword, drag'd the pale chief along, 
vhen the sov'reig^ eagle soars to high, 
I bears the speckled serpent thro' the sky, 
ilehis sharp talons ^pe the bleeding prey, 
nany a fold her curling volumes play, 
' starting brazen scales with horror rise; 
\ sanguine flames flash dreadful from her eyes; 
writhes, she hisses at her foe in vain, 
.o wings at ease the wide aereal pl^n 
:h her strong hooky beak the captive plies, 
I bears the helpless prey triumphant thro' the skies 
IS had his ruin crown'd Lounerture*t joy, 
lo the foes their old resource €m^o^\ 
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iLECLnRC had, previous to the single fight, 

And while the panting squadrons were in flight 

Employed a man for villany prepared, 

Who dar'd to venture life for a reward; 

Thomas his name, he watch'd with wily art. 

The favoring moment to discharge his dart.* 

Where'er the noble prince his steps inclined, 

The wretch in silence followM close behind; 

Oft shifted place, ran anxious to and fro. 

Flew round the raging chief in act to throw x 

And aimM his lance at the victorious foe; i 

And while Leclerc he dragged o'er come with fearj 

Swift from his covert, Thomas laqnch'd his spear; 

And as the jav'iin sung along the skies, 

AJl to the champion turn*d their eager eyes? 

The prince dragged on, reg^ardless of the sound. 

Till in his breast he felt the treachVous wound: 

Deep, deep infixM the ruthless weapon stood^ 

Transfix'd his heart, and drank the vital blood. 

Swift to his succour flew the sable train 

And strove their sinking chieftain to sustain; 

But far more swift the dastard Thomas fled. 

Trembling with fear, nor turn'd his guilty head. 
-As when a prowling wolf whose rage has slaiii« 
Some stately heifer, or the guardian swain^ 
Flies to the mountains with impetuous speed* 
Confus'd and cohscious of the daring deed, 
■^hoK close his coward tail between his thighs. 



AVENIA. 121 \ 

£re yet the peopled countiy round him rise. 
Hot less confus'd pale Thomas took his flight, 
Shun'd ev'ry eye and mingled in the fight; 
The dying prince with agonizing pain, 
Tagged at the fatal steel, but tugged in vain; 
Meantime Lederc the basest of his kind. 
Had fled, and thought he left his life behind) 
Panting and pale he hastened to the main. 
And hid him sale within his walls again. 

Deep rivetted within, the rankling dart 
Heav'd in the prince, as heav'd the lab'ring heart 
He swoonM he sank and scarcely drew his breath. 
His soul now lingring on the brink of death; 
As foil blown lilies, overcharg*d with rain. 
Decline tkeir heads, and drooping kiss the pltini» 
So sinks the prince — ^his beauteous head depressed, 
Serene, tho* languid, drops upon his breast ; 
The vernal splendors languish in his eyes. 
The gulden sun and all the spangled skies. 
The' faint, he calls the part^r of his care» 
His friend in peace, his brother in the warj 
With agonizing woe Mondingo flies. 
While big round tears stream copious from his eye*; 
Not faster trickling to the plains below, 
From lofty rocks the silver waters flow. 
The prince tho* dying, with compassion mov'd, 
Address'd his brother whom he deariy lov'd. 
«« Mondingo, B»y ivhat griefs thy bosorf\.\>^^t^, 
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That flow so fast in these pathetic teani 

No longing infant whom the mother keep8» ^^ 

From her iov'd breast» with fonder passion weepi. 

Not more the mother's soul that in^nt wanns* 

Clung to her knees, or reaching ont its arms; 

Than thou hast mine. Oh, tell me to what endp 

Thy sorrows can assist thy dying friend? 

To suffer is the lot of man below. 

Shall Jove give blessings, and dispense no woe? 

His will be done— He will our cause defend* 
As he has been, hell ever be thy friend. 
Brother I charge thee with my latest breath. 
That unrevengM thou bear Loumertur^t death. 
Jove will avenge my wrongs, do thou forego 
A thirst for vengeance on the murd'rous foe; 
But as a son and as a warrior fight. 
Defend ray sire, and conquer in my sight? 
That taught by great example aU may try 
Like thee to conquer or like me to die 
Brother be bold, thy tasic be first to dare 
The glorious dangers of defensive war; 
To lead my troops, to combat at their head. 
Incite the living, and supply the dead. 
No more Mondin^o, mortal is my wound, 
A dizzy mist of darkness swims around; 
The victory was mine, but ah ! 'tis past, 
This hour, this fatal moment is my last. 
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mj dying words t6 Lat^o bear, 
ny mother, wife and babe repabr; 
1 no more, ah! comfort them," he said, 
to heav'n in whispering accents pray'd; 
be my sire thy providential care, 
is son and string his arm for war, 

y his single force, Lbclerc shall see> 
in arms not owing all to me. 

my wife, my son the social train, 
retmn him to their arms again, 
them from the foe, and peace restore, 
them, and Lowoerture asks no more." 
his own his brother's hand he took, 

ig thus the filial hero spoke ; 
nstant from the town the foe repels 
r I take a long, a last farewel; 
defend." The vital spirit flies, 
I reclines, the brave Louverfure dies, 
n his country fell. That moment aU 
surviving heroes seem'd to fall; 
her drew the jav^in from his heart, 
:ing fibres clinging to the dart; 
al peal of groans that instant broke 

the warriors but Mondingo spoke; 
nented prince, ah! why could Jove intend,- 
le thus of brother and of friend? 

hop'd, but ah, that hope was Na\xi ^ 

M 
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That victors, we should glad cor sire agaift:' 
Ah! wliat a son my sire, a chief our host* 
And what a brother has Mandinio lost? 
No more alas, shall wretched Syltan come» 
With tears of joy her prince to welcome home; 
No more officious with enchanting charmji» 

Hail thee triumphant from the dire alarms. 

Pant on thy breast^ and languish in thy arms. 

No more his sire thy son shall smile to see. 

Nor stretch bis infant arms, nor prattle on thy knee. 

Oh! worthy better fate. Oh! early slain. 

Thy country's friend, and virtuous, tho' in vain» 

Victor no more from war wilt thou retire, J 

And fly with joy to see thy loving sire, 

No more with presents his enfibraces meet. 

And lay the spoils of conquest at his feet* 

We feel thy loss, thy fatal loss deplore. 

The good, the great, the gen rous now more.*' 

He spake while manly tears flow'd down amain, 

And bade to raise the body of the slain. 

Tull twenty warriors from the host he chose, 

To guard the corpse and share the father's woes, 

The due funeral honours to complete, 

A slender solace for a loss so great: 

Soft bending twigs they weav'd, with care they spread 

S'.veet blooming flowers. o'er the verdant bed, 

And decent on the b'or 4;t>o;'' '}.** iVac^ 
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*niere liki^ a rose he lay, with beauty crown'd, 
PluckVl by some lovely virgin from the ground; 
The root no more the mother earth supplies^ 
Tet still the unfading colours charm the eyes. 

And now Mondin^ bending o'er the dead, 
Kiss'd and embraced the clay, and groaning said. 

** Farewel thou mighty spirit— *-dire alarms 
Of foes recal us to the rage of arms; 

And to new scenes of woe thy friends compel, 
JParewel, great prince, a long, a last farewel." 
Supported by his friends the chief oppress^. 
With grief fraternal smote his sable breast. 
This moment paus'd, the next in sorrows drown'd 
Broke from their arms and grovelM on the ground' 
And now the melancholyy mourning train. 
Slow move in solemn sadness o'er the plain. 
Toward the town, and bear the hero slain. 
Augasty tho' in distress, with heads declined, ' 
The warrior's march, and leave the war behind^ 
Succeeding chiefs, a melancholy train. 
Trail their inverted javlins on the pUin. 
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ME ANWHILfll the prince bdiolds tUt exultiA^ fo^. 
Rage lifts his Unce, his bosom heaves with woe.^ 
And thns in language by distvess made strong; 
He animates and cheers the weeping throngs 

*< Brav^ chieftains, heroes, countrymen and friends 
XThe plain re-«choes with the voice he sends] 
The scale of conquest ever waving lies. 
Great Jove but turns it and the victor dies; 

The great and good by thousands daily fall. 
And endless were the gi^ief to weep for all. 
Enough when death demands the brave to pay. 
The tribute of a melancholy day; 

One chief with patience to the grave res&gn'd^ 

Our care devolves on others left behind: 

To lose a friend, a brother or a son, 

Heav'n dooms eaph mortal, and his will be doike, 

Awhile they sorrow, then dismiss their care, 

"ate gives the wound, and man is bom to beSir.''' 
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Now fierce Mondiiif:<5 rush'd opon the foe. 
And sent his voice before him big with woe, 
I*oud as the shout encountVing armies yield 

When twice ten thousand shake tV embattled fields 
Such was the voice, and such the dreadful sound 
Of fierce Mondingo thundering o'er the ground. 

Each warrior's bosom l>eats to meet the fight , 
With eager eyes they view the dreadful sight. ' 
The Prince by rage, and grief, and love impeir4> 
Stalked furious and majestic o^er the field* 

§ 

Shook a huge jav*lin in his vigorous hand 
And forth to combat lad his sable band. ' 
]Ben«ath the warriors groans the trembling ground^ 
And clouds of dust involve the regions round* 
Fierce with their leader march the sable trainj 
And tiie black squadrons cover all the plain. 
Now stern Leclerc with impious Hwvikim stoo<i(g 

4Knd saw their soldiers bath in hostile blood. 
Embodied close the laboring christian train. 
The fiercest shock of charging hosts sustain, 
Unmov'd and silent, the whole war they wait. 
Serenely dreadful, and as fix'd as fate. 
Enquiries none they made, the horrid day^ 
No pause of words admits, no dull delay. 
So when th' embattled clouds in dark array, ; 
Along the skies their gloomy lines display. 
When now the north his boist'rous rage has sypetit, 
An(i pesLcefal sleeps the U^uid tV^mcjvx, 
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Thei/lbw-hoikg vapours, motioi^less and stilly 
^\t on the summits of the shaded hill. 
Fill the ipass scatters as the winds arise, 
Dispers'd and broken thro' tlte ruftled skies, 
N'or is Mondhigo wanting^© l^is train> 

He animates his troops throVall the plain, 
/Ind furious in his fight he leads the van^ 
Facing the foe, an army to a man- 
Dark show'rs of jav'lins fly from foes to foes. 
Now here, now there, the tide of combat flowt. 
The Christians first to conquest lead the way. 
Break the black ranks, and turn the doubtful day. 
First bold z^^^^S^ stainM the sands with blfjod, 
ZalangGt hospitable, kind apd good; 
On Ebos sultry plains his native place. 

He held his land, a friend to human race;: 
Fast by th^ road his ever open door. 
Received the stranger and reliev'd the poor. 
No friend to ^uard him on the fatal day, 
To "base Leclerc he fell a helpless prey. 
Breathless th<; good man fell, and by his bide. 
His faithful servant old Bonoko died. 
The cruel chieftain iopp'd the old man's headj 
And thus, with ven^ekil spite, exultir-g said, 

•' Die wretch, none of thy race, nor sex, nor age. 
Shall save a negro from our boundless ragej 
All, all shall perish, I will butcher all, 

jTheir bal>f><, rA^-ir in/ants at the bvp.3.^V ^\i^\ l^^. ; 

V % 
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And now the floUievs cliarg*d the foe again, ' 
And fifty wamort gasping, press'd the plain; 
Dreadful the show'r of darts hj heroes flung. 
And arrows, leaping from the bowstrings, sang. 

Thick as from western clouds overcharged with rain^ 
Fours the black storm, and smokes along the plain. 

Thick as the gathered hail tempestuous flies. 
O'er the wide main, and rattles down the skies. 
When all the frowning heavens are darkened o'er. 
And deep from ty^rf cloud the thunders roar. 
Each army now in fierce contention vied. 
And crowds of heroes in their anger died. 
The sweat and blood descends, while clouds arise. 
Of dust, and fields are lifted to the skies* 

Leclerc now wields his sword that flashes light. 
And swells the tumult and the rage of fight. 
While void of fear, the great Mondingo stands. 
And briefly thus harrangues his warlike bands : 
" No wonder, soldiers, that we're forc'd to yields 
Jove favours them, and we must quit the field. 
Their strokes he seconds, and averts our spears. 
And hell, cv'n hell, in their behalf appears.'* 
Then thrice the hero flew amidst the train. 
And thrice repuls'd the vaunti||; foe again. 
But now the troops and sable armies ran. 
Full on the prince, an army on a man. 
The prince retreats but with a tardy pacfo 
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Th<f hosts of foes now thunder in his face; 
None turn their backs in mean ignoble flight. 

Slow they retreat, and ev'n retreating, fight: 

As the fierce boar whom a whole troop surround^. 

Of shouting huntsmen, and of yelping hounds. 
Now grinds his iv'ry tusks, now foams with ire. 
His sanguine eye-balls flashing living fire. 
By those, by these, on ev'ry part is ply'd. 
And the red slaughter spreads on every side: 
So the bold prince, lance after lance he threw. 
And glaring round, by tardy steps withdrew. 
He flies indeed, but threatens as he flies. 
With heart indignant, and retorted eyes. 
The chief unnerv'd in Lecrec's presence grown, 

AmazM he stood, with terrors not his own, 
Yet still collected in himself, and whole. 
He questions thus bis own unconquer'd soul-' 

" What other subterfuge, what hopes remain, 
What shame inglorious, if I quit th^lain \ 
What danger singly if I stand the ground. 
My men all scattered, and the foes around ? 
Yet wherefore doubtful? let this truth suffice, 
The bravli meets danger, and the coward flies, 
To die or conquer proves a hero's heart. 
And knowing this, I choose the warrior*s part. 
Now big with fury, on the press he flew. 
And twenty ruffians at the onaet 8\e\v\ 
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And like a whirlwiad toss'd the scatterings thr6ng» 
Mingled the troops, and drove the field along- 
So midst the dog*s and hunter's daring bands. 
Fierce in his might, a yellow lion stands: 
Arm'd foes around a dreadful circle form. 
And hissing bullets rain a leaden storm; 
His pow'rs untamM their bold assault defy. 
And when he turns , the rout disperse or die; 
He foams, he glaves, he bounds against them all« 
And if he falls, his courage makes him fallr 
Back to the lines a wounded chief retir'd, 
And tho' retreating, his associates fir'd, 
Iix.M in his face, a quivering weapon stood, 
Fix'd was the point, but brokeh was the wood. 
So sends the heedless hunters twanging bow, 
The shaft that quivers in the bleeding doe, 
Stung with the stroke, and maddening with the pain, 
She wildly flies %ini wood to wood in vain; 
L/hoots o'er the verdant lawns with many a bound, 
rUe cleaving dart still rankling in the wound. 
rhe chief exclaims: " Wlio has your hearts dismay'd* 
( "> turn to arms, Mondingo claims yonr aid; 
This hour he stands the mark af hostile rage, 
AivS this the last brav^e battle he/shall wage- 
Haste, join your forces; from the gloomy grave, 
rhe hero rescue, and your country save.*' 
^ // V5 tlmfjy urg\I, f';rlb\vi\\\ ^ \xoo^ a^v^ars, 



Prepared to meet the foCi advanced their spears; 
To guard tiieir valiant prince while thus they stand. 
The brave MondingQ]o\Tis the gen'rons band» 
Each takes new courage at their princes sight. 
He rallies them and yet renews the fight. 
Leckrc, that moment pale with guilt« retired 9 
'W'hile the intrepid prince his warriors fir'd; 
Loud groans proclaimed him conq'ror, thro' the piau;,» 
As he rush'd grimly o'er the heaps of slain. 

Heaps pird on heaps, the bravest foes are kill'd. 
And rage, and death, and carnage load the fields 
The christians fly, and flying pant for breath. 
And thick and heavy grows the work of death. 
Ev'n trcach'rous T&omas fell, whose ruthless spcai: 
Slew good Lowoerture and renew'd the war. 

Mean while the plaintive, melancholy train, 
%Vith awful grief move slowly o*er the plain; 
And sad progressing to the town they bring, 
lAnrcertvre* s corpse, and thus their sorrow sing. 
In plaintive notes still moving from the shore^ 
" Out Prince it slain f and Con^o is no rtiore,*' 
And now a messenger swift as the wind, 
Flew to the town, and left the corpse behind. 

Panting, before his sovereign he appears, 

And tells tho tale, the mournful tale with tears^ 

Sad tidings, gracious monarch, do I bear, 
ni suited to an anxious fathnfs ear, 
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Dead is Louveriure, slaughter'd in tke fight. 
Thro' treach'ry, while the Chrittians were in flight.* 
A sudden horrcn-, dreadful and profound. 
Shot thro' the sire, he fainted on the ground; 
Scarce from th^ gates of death recall'd, again, 
He faints, and but recovers to complain. 
Th* infectious tidings thro' the people ran,r 
One universal solemn plaint began. 
As snows collected on the mountains, freeze, 
When milder regions breathe a vernal breeze; 
The fleecy pile obeys the whispering gales. 
Ends in a steam, and murmurs thro' the vales. 
So melted with the dreadful take he told, 
Down their black cheeks the tender sorrows roIlM; 
A peal of groans from the sad matrons broke. 
And from th^ king, when thus the mourner spoke^ 
•• And is my dearest, bravest hero gone, 
My loving, and fay best beloved son! 
Alas, my people, and my trusty fri«nds, 
Louverture dead! this day your glory ends." 
He lifts his withered arms towards the skies. 
While streams of tears flow trickling from his cjes. 
And ftuf s for vengeance to the power above. 
The hire of men, the God of truth and love; 

** Oh might the barb'rous Christians ever be, 
15y Jove as hated as they are by me, 
Thsn v»Uiirp«: wild shqiMoear them rou«d the shore^ 
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And blood/ dogs grow fiercer from their gore. 
M/ vtliant sons I latt in peace enjoy'd^ 
Valiant in vain, by treachery destroy 'd. 
Most I in scenes of blood then close my eyes. 
And number my last days with miseries. 

And shall my dogs, late guard'ans of my door, 
Lick their old masters mingled spattered gore! 
My- sons have died in youth, their death the best. 
Kach fell with wounds upon his noble breast^ 
But should the cruel Christians in their rage, 
Spurn the hoar head of unresisting age. 
This, this is misery the last and worst, ' 

That man can feel, man fated to l^ curst^'^ 
He said, and acting what no words could say. 
Tore from his head the silver locks away; 
Thrice beat his breast in agonizing woe. 
And thrice parental tears began to flow; 
With him the screaming mother beatfs a part, 
And mourns her offspring with a mother's heart, 
With piercing shriek, and agonising moan, 
Whilst her lov*d monarch ansvveri groan for gronr 
Tear after tear, their languid cheeks o*erflow, 
And the whole city wears one face of woo- 
No less than if th* insatiate foe*s desires, 
Had wrapp'd their hapless town in curling firc:;, 
Nor than if dreadful hissing flames should rhe 
And tbC'last blaze send Congmto the skie^ 
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Again the moHarch raisM his hoary head^ 
And thus, with intennitting greans^ he saidt 

« Help me liny people, help me to the plain. 
To meet my loving son, my hero slain." 

He rose, and slowly mov'd, his body bent, 
Propp'd on two staffs, and shaking as be went. 
Scarce could his people stop his desp'ratc coarsQ, 
While keen affliction gave the feeble force; 
Grief tore his heart, and drove him, to and fro. 
In all the raging agonies of woe^ 

«« Help me to go my friends, where sorrow caUa, 
And die triumphant by yon wooden walls; 
Guide, or companion, lo! I ask you none, 
Nay, but 111 die by my beloved son: 
I'll go and meet the murd'rer of my boy, 
I'll kill th^, treach'rous villain or I'll die. 
Ah! would Almighty Jove once more renew. 
The vig'rous stifngth of youth which once I knew. 
When by this hand, beneath our verdant wall. 
King Mingo saw his vanquished army fall. 
When, victor of the field, and crownM with fame. 
With piles of hostile dead, I fed the flame. 
And tho* thrice wounded on th' embattled plain. 

Yet thrice revived, and arm'd, and fought agaiii- 
Such were I now, not all the dire alarms. 
Of barb'rous foes should tear him from my amis. 
But hear, kind heav'n, and thou great ruler, hear 
IVith kind regard, a klBg*« aM father's nrayer- 
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iLWKiSP «y «o"> a'ld a* thy dread command, 
May sharks devn<^ir tbem e'er they reach the land. 
Transfixed with thunder, may they fall a prey, 
To cv'iy monster on the watr'y way ; 
Iiet now thy bolts be lannch'd against the train. 
And let Leclerc now press th* ensangmn'd plain: 
*My Taliant sons and warriors in their bloorq. 
By them were hurried to an early tomb. 
Thy loss, 'Louverture, oh divinely brave, 
%ink8 my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave •• 
My 8on» my loving son, would I had died. 
In thy defence« and languished by thy side. 
Thus Shar*d thy sweet society in death. 

And on thy bosom gasped xny laiit^st breath. 
For thee my son, for thee my sorrows flow* 
Bom to thy own, and to thy parent's woe. 
But could Louverture merit thus, whose breath 
Expir'd not meanly in inactive death? 
He pour d his noble blood in manly fight, 
And fell a hero in his country's right. 
Content, by the same hand let me expire, 
Add to the murder*d son the wretched sire. 
One cold embrace at least may be allowed, 
And my last tears be mingled with his blood." 
And now his consort with pathetic cries, 
Renews her plaints, and briefly thus replies: 

•• Ah whither wanders thy distemper d mind. 
And where the prudence now tl\at aVd tcv^^Vxt^. 
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TaCoKGo orice, and all oar regions known 
Now all confusM distracted* overthrown: 
Singly topsv^ thro' hosts of foes» and face 
(Oh, heart of steel!) the murderer of thj race» 
To view those deathfol eyes* am} wonder o'er 
Those hands yet teeking with Lowwrtur^t gore. 
Alas, my king, they know not how to spare. 
And what their mercy, thy slain sons declares 
To calm their barb'rous and their direful rage« 

Vain were thy dignity and vain thy age. 

No, pent up in some forrest, let us give 

To grief the wretched days we have to live. 

Oh, in the christian's blood might I allay 

My grief, and these barbarities repay. 

But thou, oh, Jove, avenge my wrongs." She cries* 

While tears of rage stand burning in her eyes. 

Now were the pensive train approaching new 

With the dead body stretchM upon a bier. 

All beautiful in death the hero lay, 

As some sweet flow'r scorch'd by the solar ray- 

The monarch sees the corpse with eager eyes, 
** And oh, my son, my darling son," he cries. 
In haste he strove to move with body bent. 
Propped on his staves, and weeping as he went^ 
With thronging crowds toward the fatal plains* 
Nor maid, nor matron, in the town remains; 
III ev'ry face a weight of grief is shown. 

The dames send forth one xiivWeva^V ^ov\* 
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Close to the town they meet the weeping train. 
Hang on the bier, and grovel round the slain; 

The wretched mother frantic with despair, 
Kiss'd his wan cheeks, and tore her sable bafr. 
But nothing can the sire's distress restrain. 
He wrings his hands, his tears poar down amain 
With kisses wanders o^er his face> and rears 
The body up, and bathes the wound with tears 
At length exhausted on the corpse he lay. 
And there had sighM sind sorrowed out the day 
But now the wretched mother first arose: 

*« Forbear [she cry'd] this violence of woes. 
First to the town let all the train proceed. 
Then pour your boundless sorrows o'er the dead-^' 
The waves of people at her word divide, 
Slow move the mourners thro* the yielding tide^ 

Ev'n to the prince's house the pomp they wait. 
And groaning place him on a bed of state; 

A melancholy company around, 

^th plaintive sighs, and music's mournful sound. 

Alternate sing, alternate bid to flow, 

Th' obedient tears, harmonious in their wof, 

While the deep sorrows groan from each full heart 

And nature speaks at ev'ry pause of art. 

But not as yet the fatal news had spread, 

To charming Svlvan, of her hero dead: 

Far in the close recesses of a grove. 

She went to weep unheard her ha\>\ess\aie 
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Now from the town the clamours reach her ear. 
And all her members shake with sudden fear. 

She stops the pearly sorrows as they fall, ' 
And calls her maid— -the maid obeys her call. i, 

« Ah, follow me, (she cries) ^vhat jdaintive noxSe 
Invades my ear? 'tis sure my mother's voice; 
My fault'ring knees their trembling frame desert; 
A pulse unusual flutters at my heart. 
Some strange disaster, some reverse of iate, 
(Oh love avert it!) threats our native state. 
Far be the omen which my thoughts suggest. 
But much I fear Louverture*s dauntless breast. 
Pursuing Christians o'er the purple plain, 
By force or fraud, I fear, I fear him slain! 
Safe in the crowd he ever scorn'd to wait. 
But sought his glory at too dear a rate, 
Perl\aps his noble heat has cost his breath. 
Now quench'd forever in (the arms of death." 
Thus spake the princess, and with quicken'd pace. 
Fears in her heart, and anguish in her face; - 
Flies from the grove, the maids her step pursue. 
Toward the house, and here her anxious view 
Too soon, alas! hcjc much lov*d consort found, 
A corpse, his father fainted on the ground. 
A sudden darkness shades her swimming eyes. 
She faints, revives, and sends forth piercing crks^- 
Around a train of weeping matrons stand. 
To raise her, sinking, \iitti ^tssvsvwv^ Yvwdv ^ 



AVENIA. 14» 

I 

e from the verge of death recalled, again 
aints, while rushing;.to her hero slain; 
j^fien^eviv'd, strait to the corpse she t^w, 
id his neck her widow 'd arms she threw; 
1 oh! my prince, my much lov'd prince (she cries) 
h'd in thy bloom from these desiring eyes, 
to the unknown realms forever gone, 
[ abandon'd, desolate, alone. 
.elpless babes the solace of our pain, 
iroduct now of hapless love remain; 
anly age ne'er shall our children rise^ 
th increasing graces glad mine eyes ; 
loNGO now her great defender slain, 
sink a smoking ruin on the plain. 

now protects her wives with guardian caret 
saves her infants from the rage of war? 

hostile fleets must waft those infants o'er, 

J wives must wait them on a foreign shore 

'e, my children shall be forc'd to go, 

ad companions of your mother's woe, 

n hence, as slaves, before. the Christian sword, 

;mn'd to toil for some inhuman lord! 

my prince." Her tears now pour amain, 

Irown the words of the unhappy dame, 

rem the sluices of he shining eyes, 

le round chrystal drops, while thus she cries: 

ti deares: prince, in whom higHVieiVaVv^'^^vev*^ 

0.2 -x 
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^ The mttdest manners with the bravest mindt 
Oby virtuous husband of a wretched wife, 
B6m to endure a melancholy life! 

M^onld I had never been, oh, injured (^host. 
Of my lov*d hero prematurely lost. 
My children, ye have lost your si«*e; no friend 
To help yon now, no father to defend* 

For shouki you *scape the sword, the common doc 
What wrongs attend you, and what griefs to com 
Ev'n from your own paternal roof expell'd 
Some stranger reaps your patrimonial fieldt 
The day that to the shades your father sends^ * 
Hobs the sad orphan of his father's friends: 
Amongst the happy unregarded h^ 
Hangs on the robe, or trennbles at the knee. 
While those his father's former bounty fed 
Nor reach the bottle, nor divide the bread: 
The kindest but his present wants allay« 
To leave him wretched the succeeding day. 

Frugal compassion! heedless they who boast 

Both parents still, nor feel, what he has lost. 

Sternly they cry, begone, you feast not here; 

The boy obeys, retiring with a tear. 

Forced by repeated insults to return. 

And to his widow'd mother vainly mourn." 
. So spake the dame, with sorrow-streaming eye. 

I3istressful beauty melts each stander by, 
//er7a/nentiiti©ns aU herptopVeYv^vc, 
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Give back each aigh^ and answer tear fqjr tear. 
^KHule the sad fatbef now reviv'd again, 
By friends supported, holers o'er the slainr 
** Oh, had thytgentle spirit passed in peace, 
(He cries) and languishM in the sire's embrace, 

While both thy parents wept the fatal hour. 
And bending o'er thee, mix't the tender shower; 
Some comfort that had be^, some sad relief. 
To melt in full satiety of grief !'» 
Thus wailM the father, grov'ling on the £^nnd« 
And all the eyes of Cosroo streamed around. 
Amidst her matrons Milboa appears. 

The mourning mother and her train in tears; ■ 

" Oh, why has heav'n prolonged this hated breathy 

Why am I suiFfr'd to behold thy deathl 

Alas my son, to thee our peace we ow'd, 

Oor chief, our hero, and almost our god. 

Obj fatal changCjt become in one sad day^ 

A sensely corpse, inanimated clay: 

0£ all my race, thou most by heaven approv'd> 

An^ by ev'n Jove himself in death belov'd. 

Thou oft for others felt pathetic woe. 
And had'st ev'n pity for the guilty foe." 
The wife and mother thus in deepdespair, 
Kiss his cold lips and tear their sable hair: 
But grief superior loads the tender sage. 
He strikes his rev'rend head, now white with age, 
Ele hftM his withered arms and lans\Ad e-jai, ^ 

R I 
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And calls his much lov'd son with feeble cnea. 
** Oh, gracious heav*n,^is then L&clerc thy care 
That flinty heart, inflexible severe; 
A lion not a man, who slaughters wide, 
In strength of rage, and confidence of pride. 
Who hastes to murder with a savage joy. 
Invades around, and breathes but to destroy; 
Shame is not in his soul, nor understood, 
The greatest evil or the greatest good: 
A treacherous coward, by no reason a\/d. 
He violates the Jaws of man and God." 
The monarch now delirious with his pain. 
Around him furious drives the menial train, 
In va4n each slave with duteous care attends. 
Each office hurts him, and each face offends' 
** Why stay you here, officious crowd?** (he cries 

Hence, nor obtrude your anguish on my eyes; 
Have ye no griefs at home to stay ye there? 
Am I the only object of despair? 
Am I become my people's common show. 

Set up by heav'n your spectacle of woe? 
No, you must feel them too, yourselves must fal 
The treacherous savage christians threaten all= 
Nor is Lowoerture by me alone, 
Your sole defence, your gnardian^powV is gone 
I see your blood the fields of Congo drown, 
I see the ruins of your burning town; 
Ob, grznt jne, Heav'n, t'ex xV^i ^^^ ^^"1 ^V^t: 
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«» tis all I ask, a friendly ttmb. 
y hero, more than man, divine, 
thoQ seemedst not of earthly line, 
lee, I long to see, to thee 1*11 go, 

It one common grave one Common woci** 
id, and ster;nlj drove his friends away, 
-owing friends his frantic rage dbey. * 

hile in has,te the imperious tyrants run, 
Lge tumultuous from the mournful town, 
sise with shouts the fierce battalion led, 
preat Movdingo thundex^d al their head. 

he spread the dreadful daughter rorund, 
oes expired, some panted on the ground, 
the van with unresisted sway, 

isolation marked the hero*s -way. 

leir boats he drove the affrighted train, 

1 with dust, and stumbling o'er the plain* 

.sping, sweating, and^l laboring more, % 

eavier strides that l^ngthen'd to the shorc« 

ladthe prince eternal fame acqnir'd 

embling ruffians to their ships retir'd, 

their old resource the Christians try 
>till successful fraud and villany. 
; their boats a desperate stand tl^ey made 
gued their troops, and sumM ^p all their aicT; 
pale and panting, base Lbclbrc began, 
:opp'd his trembling soldiers as they ran: 

ioldier«, f pidicrs, iftop yovit ft\^\vt \J^^ cx\^<\ 
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Oh» shame^ what horrors strike my wond'riri; ^7cs« 
And shall we not avenge our warriors slain. 
On yon proud chief, the terror of the plaii^ 
Attend! an ambusl^ I'll myself prepare. 
And try to foil him in the wiles of war. 
Watch, while I dare him to the single fight. 
And if he come, he falls beneath your nught.'' 
The leader stopped, and looked with eager eyes* 
To see the prince, while sad sensations rise. 
Quick beats his heart, fears in succession roll. 
He turns, and questions thus his donbtfid souls 
<' What, shall I fly this terrdr of the plsuiq» 
Like others fly, and be like others slain) 
Vain hope, to shun him by the self same roads 
Yon line of slaughtered soldiers lately trod. 
I'll challenge him in yon champaign that leads 
Down to our boats, and near yon verdant shades'. 
Then, if my stratagem succeed, 'tis good. 
If not, I'll reach conceal'd the covert wood» 
And wtien the ni^ght het dusky vail extends. 
Return in safety to my joyful friends. 
What i f ■■ *but wherefore all this vaiirdebate. 
Stand I to doubt within the reach of fate? 
Ev^n now, I hear or think I hear his call, 
Hi» thundering voice, a prelude to my fa|ii^ 
Such is his swiftness, 'tis in vain to fly. 
And such his valour, he who startds must dfts* 
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Yet sure he too is mortal, he may feel, 
Like all the sons of men, the force of steel; 
One only soul now animates that frame » 
And God's sole favour gives him all his fame; 
That god who*s ever deaf to human cries, 
The tyrant, not tlie father of the skies: 
UnplteQUS of the »cc his will beg^n. 

The fool of fate* his manufacture i man; 
With courage he has crown'd the savage foe, 
While we poor Christians scarse the blessing know/' 
Thus the proud chief, and rolling fierce his eyes, 
Cur^'d the bright stars of hem^'ii and azure skies 
Then said, *• suppose these measures I forego, 
Approach unann'd and parley with the foe; 
Agree to leave the shore, and launch to ses^ 
And there respire, and plow the watry way: 
13ut why this thought? unarra'd if I shoTildgc. 
I woman-like might fall without a blow. 
We meet not here, as man conversing ma»i» 
Met at an oak, or jcurneying o'er the plai:i; 

No season now for calm familiar talk, 
Like youth's and maiden's in an evning waU.- 
War is our business, but to whom is giv'n. 
To die or triumph, that determines heaven-'* 
As roU'd up in his den, the swelling snake. 
Beholds the traveller approach the brake, 
V/hen fed with noxious herbs, his turgid ve'f.:. 
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Have gatheir'd mprtal poison from the plamf' 
He burns, he stiffens with coUeeted ire» 
And his redeye-balls glare with living fire^ 
So he> xdiile the tremtndons prince dvev nigh. 
His shouts reverberating to the aky* 
Tall and majestic. In his better hand. 
Wielding a sword that glitter'd o'/er the land. 

As Leclerc sees, nnusnal terrors tuoy 

Struck with dismay, he starts, recedes, and fliest 

I«eaving his soldiers, pale with dread, behind ; 

MnuUngo follow*d like the winged wind. 

Fast step by step, where'er the tyrant wheeled. 

There fierce Mondingo compassed round the field* 

Oft as to reach the painted boalrs he bends. 

And hopes the assistance of his trembling friends. 

So oft Mondingo turns him to the plain. 

He eyes his vessels, bat he eyes in vain. 

As men in slumbers seem with steady pace, 

One to pursue, and one to lead the chase, 

Their sinking limbs the fancied course forsake^ 

Nor this can fly, nor that Can-overtake: 

Ko less the lab'ring heroes pant and strain, 

While that but flees, and this pursues in vain. 

At length he strove to reach his troops, a^d then, 

Sign'd to his officers and chbsen men. 

To strike when e*er lie stopp'd, the fatal blow. 

And thus d^s^roy the lierce intrepid foe* 
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Fraudful the thought! then swiftly march'd before. 
Venturing to shun his hated foe no more. 
Sternly they met; Leckrc the silence broke, 
Qaick beat his troubled heart, and thus he spoke.- 
*< Enough, MondhigOi all our troops have view'd, 
7*hrjce round t^e field their bravest chief pursu'd; 
But now a new born courage bids me try> 
Thine or my fate, I kill thee, or I die. 

Yet on the verge of battle let us stay, 
And for a moment's space suspend the day. 

Let heav'ns high powers be call'd to arbitrate. 
The just conditions of this dread debate. 
Impartial witnesses of all below. 
And faithful guardians of the treasur'd voWl 
To thee I swear, just, holy, good and wise, 
'Witness oh earth, and hear ye sacred skies. 
Ye stars that in your spacious orbits fly. 
And gild the spangled canopy on high. 
Ye woods, ye vales, ye jes'mine groves, and thou 
Innperial Sol, be witness of my vow! 
Solemn I swear, if victor in the strife, 
Heav'n by these hand's shall shed thy noble life. 
No vile dishonour shall thy corpse pursue; 
^ Stripp'd of its arms alone, the conq'rors due. 
The rest to thy brave w^riors 1*11 restore: 
Now plight thy mutual oath, I ask no more. 
And oh! may earth her dreadful gulph display. 
And gaping sna^tch me from the golden d%y« 
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May I He hurl'd by heaven's almighty aire. 
Transfixed with thunder, and involv'd in fire, 
Down to the shaHes of hell from realms of lights 
To the deep horrors of eternal night. 
E^er sacred honour, \ betray thy cause. 
In word or thought, or violate thy laws." ' 

Talk not of oaths, (the raging prince replieS9 
While honest anger flashes from his eyes.) 
Detested as thou art, and ought to be. 
No oath nor pact Mondingo, plights with thee. 
Such pacts as lambs and rabid wolves, combine. 
Such leagues as men and furious lions join; 
What in my secret soul is undejratood, 
My tongue shall utter, and my deeds make good. 
Know, treacherous foe, my purpose I retain. 
Nor with new treaties vex my soul in vain 
Who dares think one thing, and another tell. 
My soul detests him as the gates pf hell. 
Once wrong'd, all treach'rous Christiafis I disdaijn. 

Deceiv'd for once, I trust thenji not ag^in. 
My brother killed, all terms I now decline. 

For once deceiv'd was his, but twice was mine. 
Tho' bribes were heap'd on bribes, in number more, 
Than dust in fields, or sand along the shore; 
Tbo' in angelic forms with angeVs tongues. 
They spoke, and strain'd their adamantine lungs. 
And tho* they proffer'dall themselves possess'd. 
And all their rapine cculd from others wrest; 



AVENIJu 155 

tailzie %<Aitxk tides of wealth that arown 
1 Christian sov'reig^ and imperial town^ 
jldall these offered for my friendship call. 
Christians offer, and I doubt them all. 
ie then thy force, in this important hour, 
!ct thy soul, and call forth all thy powV; 
nrther subterfuge, no further chance, 
ustice, justice gives thee to my lance. 
rerfur^'j ghost thro' thee depriv'd of breath, 
' hoveraround^ and calls thee to thy death/' 
youth there was, and Fontane* was nain'd> 
much for sense, but less for courage fam'd, ] 
youngest of the band, a vulgar aoul, 
I but to plunder, and to drain the bowl; 
vatch*d the champion as the warrior spoke, 
h stiffen'd hair, and with an eager look, 
I while MondingQ stood in act to throw, 
>roach'd behind and dealt a stagg'ring blow; 
t cautious viewed tlie sable warrior train» 
n snatch'd a rocky fragment from the plain; 
rugged stone he pois'd, and toss'd on high, 

issM with force, and labour'd up the sky, 
L on the shoulders where the neck unites, 
on the bone the rocky fragme nt lights, 
horrid shock his head and shoulders feel, 
eyes flash sparkles; his stunnM senses reel^ 
iddy darkness far at distance flung, 
bounding javelin impotenxly TUti^> 
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While the prince drags liis trembling steps lXlOD|f. 
An officer there was well known to fame, 
From Liverpool J and Simpson was his name; • • >. 
His venturous spear first drew the prince's gore,. 
He struck, he wounded, but be durst no more 
But trembling fied unto the distant shore; 
For tho' disfhn'd Mondingo furious stood» 
He turn'd him shorty and herded with the crovd- 

Thus by a dastard's arm, adartard's spoar. 
Wounded at last, the prince consents to fear; 
Returns for succour to his sable train. 
And seeks for help^ bat -seeks, alas! in vain. 
Proud Hawkins as the bleeding prince he views* 
Breaks through the ranks, and his retreat pursues; 
,Thc wretch arrests him with a ghastly wound 
Deep thro' his back the sword an entrance found 
Bending he fell, and doubled to the ground. 
And with him Congo sunk= that moment all 
Her heroes, and her youtlis and maidens fall. "♦ 
Prone on the field the bleeding hero lies. 
While thus imperious Hawkins boasting cries: 
'• Aha'. Mondingo zivcxcXxdi at last I see, 
Now learn, tho* late, z.mi dread such foes as me; 
Great prince, you should have fear'd what now y» 

feel, 
Brave Hawkins absent, was brave Hawking still.** 

Supine, and wildly gazing at the ^J[ties. 
With faint expiring breath, the prince replica: 
" Vaiu boaster cease, ai\t\ \st\ovj xV^ ^viVtii^QW 
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Detest thy deed, yea, 'tis abhor'd by Jove 
To fraud yon owe, whate'er your own you call, 
And fraudfid foes disamt*d me, e'er my fall. 
Had twenty tyrants» eacH thy match in might, 
Oppos'd me, singly they had sunk in flight: 

But thou, imperious, hear my latest breath. 
Great Jove inspires it, and it sounds thy death; 
Inhuman man, thou shalt be soon as I, 
Black fate hangs o'er thee, and thy hour is nigh, 
Transfii'd by thunder thou shall fall a prey 
To g#eedy sharks that plough the wat'ry way, 
£*vn now on life's last verge I see thee stand, 
While Tengeance hovers o'er thy guilty landl't 
Then Hawkins, pausing, as his eyes he fed 
On the bold prince before the spirit fleds 
<< From whence this boding speech, this stem de- 

cree. 
Of death denounced, and why denounced on me? 

1 shall be honour'd when 1 meet my doom, .v j 

With solemn fun'ral, and a lasting tomb; 
While cast to all the rage of hostile pow'r 
Thee birds shall mangle, and the dogs devour; 
Fierce hungry beasts shall tear thy eyes away. 
And hov'ring vultures scream around their prey=" 

Monding^, fainting at tb' approach of death, 
** fiy thy own soul, by those who gave thee breath. 
By all the sacred prevalence of prayer, 
AkIJestve me not for greedy dogs to teat; 
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The common rittfs of sepulcre bestow. 

To soothe a father, and a mother's woe. 

Let their large gifts procure a grave at least 
And let my ashes in my country rest." 

He strives to move the wretch, as waves iii vain 
Beseige some rock, amidst the rolling main, 
That' hears unmoved the sounding tempest blow. 
That sees the furious surges foam below* 
And o*er the deeps, majestic to the sight. 
Stands fix'd and glcrious in its matchless heights 
Proud of its bulk, while storms and working tides 
Fly, dash and break against the towVing sides. 
Thus hard and thus relendess he replies. 
The flames of fury flashing from his eyes: 

•* Not those who gave me breath should bid i 
spare 

Nor all the sacred prevalence of prayer; 
Could I myself the bloody banquet join 
Nor to the dogs would I thy ccipse resign, 
Should heav'n to bribe me bring forth all its stote. 
And giviifg millions, offer millions mere, 
Should thy black father ai.d his weeping dame 
Dram their whole realm and sncriJi.e their .ame. 
To purchase for ciieir son a peaceful grave. 
From hungry beasts their son tl •; r. ;. :. -ot s jvt; 
Their hero in the jjrave they could '' - : - ;. 
Nor rob the vultures of a limb of thee'- 
272ej2 thus the prince, in c\\in^ ^icceius slow; 
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e implacable too well I know, 
thy relentless breast have steelM, 
thee with a heart that cannot yields 
inborn and ages yet behind 
: that fierce, that unforgiving mind: 
uman, if of man thy race, 
lou spring'st not from a soft embrace) 
m'rous hero caused thy birth 
snder woman brought thee forth; 
;ed rock's hard entrails g^ve tiiiee form^ 
g sea^ produced thee in a storm* 
a day will come by heav*a'8 decree, 
ry Jove shall wreak this wrong on thee, 
nly Sire shall soon avenge our fates 
ian nations, cities, towns and states." 

low stop'd him as he speaking lay, 
d his head and quivering limbs awav; 
his belly with a dreadful wound; 
and entrails smok'd upon the grounfi, 
d the mutt'ring head amidst the throng, 
ig drew a bloody trail along, 
the mountain oak, or poplar tall 
t most for some grand admiral, 
the oft heard axe with many a wound, 
ads a length of ruin on the ground, 
[ondingo in that dreadful day, 
d around his mangled members lay. 
ginQ troops behold with worvdVitv^e^ 
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His manly beaut/ and superior siz^ 

While others cowardly the trunk deface. 

With gastly wound s« a nd thus in ta^unts disgrace.*- 

** How changed this negro, who like hea'yn of latt 
Vanquish *d our valiant troops and seal'd their fate.** 
Now on the slain the boasting Hawkins stands. 
Surrounded by his chiefs and gath'ring bands* 
And thus aloud, while all the host attends. 

** Victorious soldiers, countrymen and friendst 
Since now at length the potent will of heav'n« 
This dire destroyer to our arm has giv^n. 

Now in those negroes bathe your swords in gore. 
The great, tlie glorious princes fight no more; 
This day shall give you all your soul demands. 
Glut all your hearts, and weary all your hands; 
Revenge is all I ask, no meaner care, 
Int*rest or thought has room to harbour hcres 
Destruction be my feast, and mortal wounds 
And scenes of blood, and agonizing sounds- 
By negroes slain, their faces to the sky. 
All grim with gaping wounds our soldiers lie; 
These call to war, and might my soul incite, 
Now, now, this instant should conclude the fight? 
Then, all our fees destvoy'd, let gcn'rous bowls, 
And copious bumpers glad our wear/ souls. 
Let not our palates kriow the taste of food 
Till our insatiate rage be cloj-'d with blood. 
Brave heroes, valiant soVdvei&ft^K^ for fatnc» 
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s tight, and 'twas with God We came» 
forget #hat was your dread before, 

► the mighty princes fight no more." 

le warriors saw their bulwark fall| 

groans that moment broke from all; 

'Sal solemn plaint began, ' 

like heroes bat they felt like men, 

'd on other, stupid with surprise, 

but seemM to question with their eyes; 

'd, they moum'd, their last defender slain* ' • 

►rlorn, they mourn'd and sigh'd in vain. 

d in grief they see their victor die, 

■age flags and they prepare to fly; 
ity Sambo first the silence broke, 
;roanxng, thus opprobrious spoke; 
iors, for shame, oh! scandal of your race 
kvard souls your manly forms disgrace, 
: our shame when ev'ry age shall know 
i hero met the murd'rous foe ! 
\€t to the earth from whence you grew, 
s, spiritless, inglorious crew; 
ou seem, inanimated clay, 
11 dare the danger of the day: 
Mondingo I myself will try, 
hand of Jove is victory, 
li, warriors, whither would you run, 
the foe, whom 'tis in vain to *hun? 
o'you be, will ye the fight forego, "^ 

, mvesr babes to the rcleatlei&s lo^- ' JH 
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'How shall a1a8» onr hoary heroes mourny 
Their sons degenerate, and their race a scorn, 
AVhat tears shall down thy silver beard be roU'd, 
Oh, Zango— K>ld in arms, in wisdom old; 

Once with what joy the genVous king woiild hear» 
Of ev^ chief victorious in the war» 
JParticipate their fame, and pleas*d eo^mre. 
Each name, each action, and each heroe's sire; 
Oh, should he see our warriors trembling stands 
Tea, tremhling all before the clirisfan band. 
How would he lift his aged arms on high. 
Lament his coward chiefs and beg to die. 
Ah, would immortal Jove his youth renew. 
Yon tyrants then would find an equal foe.*' 
Stung to the heart each gen'rous hero hears 
And the reproof, so just, in silence bears, 
Th' inteprid chief then thunders his commands 
His speech arouses all the mournful bands, 
Revives their ardour, turns iheir steps from flight 
And wakes anew the dying flames of fight. 
New force, new spirit to each breast returns. 
The fight renewed with fiercer fury burns; 
/^ll prodigal of life, to fight they fly. 
All nobly fix*d to conquer or to die. 
And now the hosts with furious spite engage. 
And burns the fight with undistinguished rage. 
While man to man, and breast to breast oppos'd, 

In one 'TPrn^rda'^" sHp^V ^^''^ •\<a"''.«»'\ A<i*{\, 
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the winds from (different waters rise, 
le charge, and combat in the skies,* 
spense the struggling tempests keep, 
ic'd clouds, and pois'd the rolUngileep ; 
.s and waves oppos'd with ec{ual might, 
!cid'd hangs th* aereal: fight: 
both amnies in the dreadful fray, 
ra'd to yield, nor those could win the day, 
to man, exert their martial fire, 

foot, or conquer or expire* 

ds the battle, and large hills of slalin, 
warriors cover wide the plain, 

1 deluge all the field is drown'd, 
and agonizing groans resound, 
lerocs iab'ring out their breath, 
ftains gasping in the p^ings of death. 
to die, th* opposing champions stood, 

d tiieir hostile breasts in mutual blood. 
:o poise the lance* or bend the bow, 

to itand, and mail to man they grow; 

:\vo scales are charged with doubtful loads, 

; to side the trembling balance nods, 

'?. laborious widow, just tho' poor, 
1 exactness weighs her wool/ store, 

aloft, the resting beam suspends, 
il weight| nor this, nor that descends, 
the warriors seek each other's hearts, 

■ 

•books, ^xes, pikes aad shortm'6i &uV«, ' 
S2 
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The faulchions rin^, on tcnlls the axes sound* 
Swords flash in air, or glitter on the gTound» 
"^Vith smoking blood, and brains the fields are dy'4 
/^nd slaughter*d heroes swell the dreadful tide; 
•And tho' o'er pow'rd by namberst still the crew; 
loin, thicken, and the bloody fight renew; 
Their manly breasts are fiU'd with many a wound; 
Loud strokes ate heard, and tinkling arms resci!n4. 
So thro* the fhrilUng vale, or mountain ground. 
The labo'irs of the woodman's axe resound, 
Blows following VIots are heard, reechoing wids^ 
^Vhilc crackling forests fall on ev'ry side. 
Still the intrepid h*»roes scorn to fly, 
/^nd eVr they lose their liberty, they die. 
'\i> the slow ass, viih stubborn strength endu'd. 
In sonie wild f.eld, by troops of bojs pursu'd, 
1'\i'.»* round his sk^s a wrcden tcrr.pesi rain. 
Crops th*- tall har>'est and la>s waste the plain: 
Thick pr. liis side thr bellow blows resound, 
Tiie st*ibborn anirral maintains bis ground. 
Tbe hoary sa^e o%.r whclnn'd with black dest 
Nov lii'is to V.f av'n an interrupted prayer. 
Exhorts bis men, and now with threats com' 
And iirjjcs all virh voice,* and eyes, and ham' 
'* Ye sons of Africa, once bold and brave 
This day your wives and jveeping infants ss 
Haste vrarriois, hasted presetve iVv^ tvtvkitif 
Cr one vast burst of aU *w\v«An wv^ iaXc* 
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lU o'er your town will faHy and sweep awa^r 
ms, sires and wives, an undistingi^sVd prey; 
onse aU your powt*s, ye Africans to fight» 
nd die or conquer ere the approaching night.'* 
he rev'rend SdftAo thus obtests the skies» 
nd weeps his country with a father's eyes, 
round the aged chief an harvest grows* 
>f swords* and pikes, while blood in torrents flows, 
ind ere bright Sol had hid behind the main* 
ire conquest rested on the Christian train, 
ho' vanquished, yet the warriors scom'd to fly, 
XL firmly fought, and each resolv'd to die* 
sable hero liv'd the news to tell* 
one 'scap'd by flight, but aU in battle fell. 
From realms of light, the immortal pow'rs inclin'(][* 
heir eyes, and mourn*d the havoc of mankind^ 
ere ruddy cherubs, blushing seraphs there* 
ean forward from the sky, and view the war; 
^adtd in clouds, in robes transparent clad* 
nd ev*n in bliss, majestically sad. 
Now night enshrouds the deeps, the san retires^ 
he heavn's flash thick with momentary fires; 
cud thunders shake the poles* from place to place* 
rim death app)ear?, and glares in ev'ry face, 
igh o'er^the ^ene of death now Samkins stood* 
nd glutted his inhuman eyes with blood* 
et still insatiate* still with rage on flame* 

jch is ffae honour of tht Christian name* 

T 
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Around their cUief the red battalions 6tan(t( 
A fierce, bloodthirsty, hytv«critic band* 

«* Brave officers (he cries) let each contend^ 
Nor seek a respite till the shades descend: 
Till darkness, or till death shall cover all, 
Prolong the war, till every negro fall. 
Vho dares inglorious in his ship to stay^ 
Who dares to linger on this closing day. 
That ;nrretch, too mean to fall by human pow'k'i. 
The birds shall mangles and the dogs devour: 
Then seize th* occasion, now the town survey. 

And lead to slaughter' ITeavea directs tht way^ 
His separate troops let t,v*rj captain call. 
Each strengthen each, and all encourage «n . 
Kous'd at his words, all wedg'd in firm airay* 
Strait to the town the assassins urg'd their way * 
Not fiercer rush along the gloomy wood. 
With rage insatiate, and with thirst of blood* 
Voracious hounds, that many a length before, 
Urg'd by fierce hunters, drove the wounded boai 
Their polidi'd faulchions glittering in the air, 
AA round the rampart rose, the furious war. 
The ruffians rush into the town and slay. 
The sable citizens that cross their way. 
Now speed the hissing darts, the jav'lins fly. 
In iron clouds that blot the darVning sky; 
And to complete and aggravate their fears, 
A nt^ mischance involv'd th« town in tearsz 
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wretched queen beheld on high, 
r jav'Iios intercept the sky; 
:royM, the shoutings tyrants near, 
tondingo In the fight appeart • 
a'lnst the heav'ns in wild despaiff 
ill the authors of the war» 
)laints she ventod o'er and o'er> 
ige, her royal garment tore, 
ladneps of extreme despair^ 
light, or breathe the vital air, 
ler heaving sable bosom broke* 
) groan, and thus the mother spoke^ 

why do I view the glorious light, 

[nurder'd in the bloody fight; 
low this hated moment go^ 

my dear, dear boys, in shades below.'' 
sfty beam the matron ty'd, 
e, and there suspended dyM* 
X peal of groans to heav*n arise, 
:lamours, thicken in the skies, 
all, for all at once advise; 
plore the Christian's pity bring, 
; town, the helpless aged king, 
lin scatter'd o'er with silver hairS, 

o heav n prefers his tender prayers: 
ve, if still thine eyes with wonted grace, 
misi^rable dying race, 
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Suppress oar foes* £<nrbid them to destro/t 
My last, ray brave, my poor unhappy boy. 
And ray lov*d people's liberty and joy. 
But if our crimes, almighty sire, demand^ 
The last dread vengeance of thy wrathful haad^ 
On me, and me alone that vengeance shed. 
And with thy levell*d thunder strike me dead.*' 
The monarch thus, while the keen sorrows flow* 
Down his silver beard, white as the spotless snowt 
He approached Leclerc, and lowly bow*d his head^ 
Prostrate his body in the dust he laid. 
The aged sire before the chief appears^ 
JIis knees embraces, bathes his hands in tears. 
Those direful hands bis kisses press'd, embra'd, 
£v*n with the best, the dearest of his blood! 
The soldiers view'd him speechless vnih surprize^ 
All fixing on him their enquiring eyes, 
Each look'd on other, none the silence broke. 
Till thus at length the kingly suppliant spoke. 
«• Think of thy father, and this face behold, 
See him in me, as helpless and as old, 

Tho* not so wretched, there he yields to m^ 
The first of men in sovereign misery; 
Thus forc'd to kneel, thus grovling to embrace. 
The scourge and ruin of my realm and race: 
Suppliant, my children's murd'rer to implore* 
And kiss those hands yet reeking with their gor^ 
No comfort of my grieCs, xvo \y;>v^ tomain^ 
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St, the bravest of my sons are slain, 
poor people now I've bent my wa/^ 
;m thus prostrate at thy feet I lay; 
gifts proportion'd to thy rank 111 bear, 
:ar the wretched^ and the heavn's revere. 
I poor people, not myself, I pray, 
hem, and thus save me from misery; 
t me die for them, thus peace restore, 
ill our riches, and I ask no more.'' 
thus the aged mon;£rch vents his woe. 
rom his eyes paternal sorrows flow; 
>rds soft pity in the chief inspire, 
'd with the fond remembrance of his sire, 
vith his hand, as prostrate still he lay,' 

d man's cheek he gently turn'd away, 

iv'rend father by the hand he raisM, 

\ white beard, and form majestic gaz'd, 

irelenting then serene began, 

^ords to sooth the miserable man: 

las! what weight of anguish hast thou known, 

>py king, thus guardless and alone, 

ss thro' foes, and thus undanted face, 

len whose fury has destroyed thy race; 

1 sure h&s arm'd thee with a heart of steel, 
ingth proportion'd to thy woes to feel? 
hen, let reason mitigate thy care, 
3urn avails not, man is bom to bear, 

zppicst taste not happiness slncete. 

T ii 
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But find the cordial draught oft da«|i*d with ean;; 
What must be, must be; bear thy lot, nor shed 
Those unavailing sorrows o'er the dead; 
Thou canst not call them from th* eternal shore. 
But thou, alas, may'st live to suffer nsore.'^. 

Now next the weeping king to Hawkins cnes: 
'' Here let me die, since my Low>erturet lies 
Yet in the town, deprived of obsequies. 
Alas, he's slain beneath thy soldier's steel. 

Unhappy, in his country's cf^use he fell. 
Ah, pity my poor people, peaoe restore 
And let them feel the curse of war no more: 

m 

So shall thy mercy and forbearance give 
A wretched prince to see the light and live." 
Hawkins, inflexible by prayers or tears, 
Harden'd remain'd, for guilt had clos'd his ears. 

The monster rais'd his sword, prcpar'd to wound. 
The suppliant king extended on the ground: 

" Move me no more (the Christian thus replies) 
While kindling anger sparkled in his eyes* 
Release my knees, thy fawning arts give o'er 
Else soon thy blood shall drench the purple shore;'^ 
He spake; and while the king prepar d to say 
The ruthless sabre took his head away; 
His arms embrac'd the ruffian's knees no more. 
Zango the great lay prostrate on the shore!- 
So when the bolt, red hissing from above* 

Dms on the aged oak ia B:?Vv>»"U^twft, 
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The monarch tree in flaming ruin lies 
Black from the blow, and smokes of sulphur rise'; 
Stiff with amaze the pale beholders stand. 
And own the terrors of th* alnughty hand. 
Now rushing to the town« the monarch killM, 

They leave awhile the sanguinary field, 

In close array to seek the nodding town, 

IWhile with their trampling feet.the fields resound. 

The city now th' advancing host appals. 

As with swift pace th' approach the verdant wall«> 

And from the house-tops, lo! the matrons spy 

Their monarch slain, while clamours rend the sky. 

He who round Africa sent his commands* 

And stretch'd his empire o'er the distant Iands« 

Now lay a headless carcass on the shore. 

The many the monarch, and the name no more» 

Soon as this tragic scene appear'd in view, 

Varm'd by their sovereign's love, the women flew. 

And from the town a storm of lanoes threw 

With hardened clubs th' advancing foe they dare. 

And with tough staves, repel the rising war; 

Old men, boys, maids and dames, with martial fire 

Rush on, and for their king with joy and pride ex^ 

pire. 
The slaughtering swords of their victorious foes. 
In vainlhle dames and fiery Jrouths oppose; 
'Hie troops rush furious thro* the verdant gate, 
Kor czn tbcboary sugtfi sbiii th^ir {Vi%\ 
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In vain for shelter to each houle they fly, 
Ev'n there transfixed in heaps they bleed and die. 
Some with clos'd doors exclude the social tfiifl. 
Who beg adn)ission to each house in vain} 
Here hoary dames, amid the general woe. 
Bending with age, are slaughtered by the foe; 
There infants bleed before their parents' eyes. 
With piercing shrieks and lamentable cries. 
Held by their little feet, and whirlM around. 
They dash their batter'd brains against the ground; 
Some pierce the children with tbe ruthless spear. 
And whirl the screaming babes aloft in air. 
Their weeping mothers hear their screams arise, 
And view their darlings quiv'ring in the skies; 
Maids, on their bended knees, for mercy call, 
MowM by the sword their heads yet muttering fall; 
Nor age nor youth is spai'd— the pregnant dame 
With her untimely infant press the plain. 
And all the difference of their fates is here. 
That one the sword destroys and one the spear. 
Some climb the house to shun the fate below. 
And when pursu'd, leap headlong on the foe. 
But far within the royal rooms disclose 
Scenes far more bloody, yet more direful woes. 
Each roof reverberates with female cries, 
And the shrill echo strikes the distant skies. 
The trembling mothers fly from place to place. 
And press their infants in z. \'^%\^s:^x^sa\ 
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.ffrightwl babes, amidst the dire alarms* 
seek for refuge in their mothers arms* 
lome now Havi^ns storms with martial fire 
>arriers burst, the female giftrds retire; 
.hatter'd doors the thund'ring roflfians ply, 
loors leap back, the sounding hinges flyi 
yar breaks in, loud shout the hostile train, 
house is ransackM, and its tenants slain, 
'd at the deaf'ning peal that roars around, 
sable children listen to the sound: 
> o'er the com while furious winds conspire, 
on a wild» devouring flame of fire, 
s thro' the forests, gains the mountain's brow, 
pours and thunders down the vale below; 
umes the fields, lays waste the golden grain, 
all the farmer's labours are in vain: 
n'd at the din, the swain with tingling ears, 
1 some steep rock the rag'mg ruin hears. 
ig Zandy caught the sound of general woe, 
tho* a child, prepared to meet the foe; 
=e five years old, bless'd with his father's fire, 
good Louverture was the stripling's sire* 
youthful hero saw his sire laid low, 
his pavilion crowded by the foe; 
2r his father's murd'rers to engage, 
is with his former arms his infant age, 
is on his formidable sword in vain, 

i waits to meet the vengefid Christian train; 

U 
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^•Within hiE father's bouse prcpir'd to die, 
Whose coipse^ not yet inter'd, lay silent by: 
On it the sorrowing dames with art displayed 
Their grateful gifts, and round sweet roses laid. 
Uiiher his widow with her children ran. 
Wept o'er the prince with agonizing pain. 
And clung around the muchlov*d corpse again. 
But when in cambVous arms her son she spied, 
** Alas, my poor unhappy boy (she cried) 
What more than madness midst these dire alarmi« 
Mov'd thee to guard thy infant age with arma! 
No aid like thine this dreadful hour demandSi 
But asks for other strength, for other hands* 
No, could thy own brave father arm again, 
£'vn thy brave father now would arm in ^in. 
Stay by his corpse, and here we all shall have 
Qne common refuge, or one common grave/' 
This said, her elder son the dame embraced. 

And by the sacred corpse the stripling plac'd. 
When lo, another of Lowcerturt's sons 
Thro' darts and foes from slaughtering Hawkins ru 
Wounded, he traverses the loncoonie dome. 
Darts swiftly on and shoots from room to room: 
Close, close behind pursu'd the furious foe. 
Just grasp'd the lad, aud aimM the fatal blow; 
Soon as within liis mother's sight he passed 
Pierc'd by the nithJcss steel he breath'd his last. 
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Tbo' death surrounds her gii^es Ji^r fury way^ 
.*' And oh, may Jove the violated God, 
Barbarian! thank ^ee ^orthis deed of blood. 

And as he lives such actions to regard* 
01), may he give thy gnilt the fuU reward* 

Guilt that a mother's sacred eyes defil'd 
With blood, the blood of her dear murder'd child. 
She spake, and Za.ndo*s arm assay'd to. throw 
The dull deiad jav'lin, that scarce reached the foe* 

The weapon languishinglylagg'd along, 
And guiltleaaon the ground h faintly mng. 
The dastard chief with an unmanly blow 
-Cleft with a mortal wound the infant foe. 
Then fronv^he-mother's arms the babe he ftre, 
JVnd da8h*d its brains against the bloody floor; 
And then the monster dragfg*d the mother on, 
Tho* the warm blood that issu'd from her son, 
Strugg'lingand sliding in the slippery gOre, 
And to a private room the victim bore; 

And while the nnatron wept her children slain, 
Freah wrongs oppres'd the violated darnel 
Satiate his lost, he grasps her sable hairs. 
And in fierce rage the ruthless blade he rears. 

Then to the hilt with all his force appl/d 
He plang'd the smoaking sabre in his side. 
Such was the fate unhappy Sylvan found. 
With her poor infants slayghter*d on tXve ^to>Hfi5l. 
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Fraudf ul Leclerc now bears the spoils awa^v 
And guards with watchful care the gathered prey- 
In one vast heap Louverture^s wealth is roU*d» 
Gold dust and iviy roixM with massy gold. 

Now on the mangled dead the murd'rer stood. 
Frowning revenge, and covered o'tt with blood. 
Crimes, frauds* and murders were his chief delight. 
The rage of death and slaughter of the fight. 
Beneath a bed» and trembling withdismay. 
Couched close eight mothers with their infants iay^ 
Wrapp'd in a Leopard's and a Lion's hide» 
^ The foe approach'd, they cast the screen auide 
Sprung to the chief, embraced his kneeB in tears^ 
And with these words addres'd his hardened ears^ 

- * Lo, at thy feet see hapless infants fall ■ 
And with their mothers loud for mercy call; 
Oh,* gracious hear, nor let our infants bleed. 
All innocence in thought, in word and deed/* 

** Die, wretches die, your suppliant arts give o'tt 
To me no negro need for grace implore, 
rhe hour t* avenge our soldiers now is cotne, 
Impending fate is yours, and instant doom; 
Not all the gold m your deiested town 
With all in Africa join'd with your own,! 
If offer'd for you should for mercy call, 
"Tis negroes offer, and I scorn them all." 

Thus speaking; from a lofty tree he strung, 
A ship's rough rope that to another hung; 
Near the hi^h boughs he stram'd.\x^tiwv^^ xq>\ssv\j 



k 



AVpNIA. 175 



Whence no contending foot could tonoh the groomft 
Their necks tied up, connected in a row. 
Both b^es and mothers, spectacles of woe. 
All beat the air with quivering feet below. 
Soon fled their harmlejss souls, and left behind 
The lifeless bodies wav*ring with the wind. 

A sage there was and Caw do was he nam'd. 
For virtue much, but more for wisdom fam'd. 
He, feeling for his town a pi^triot's love, 
Essayed the Christian's rocky heart to movc^ 
Bending with age advancM the mournful man|^ 
Propp'd on his staff, and weeping thus begiin: 

*' Still undishonour'dy or by wovd or deed 
Behold thy suppliant, nor let him bleed. 
Enough are ye avenged, enough redress'd^ 
Our array slain, impity spi^re the lest! 
Ah! spare the babes, nor number with the dead, 
The old man's silver ha'urs, and revVend head* 

*• Detested savage! (cruel Hcpofkins cries) 
Our soldiers slain, whoever meets me dies, 
Laws, or divine or human, ne*er can move. 
Or shame of man, or dread of God above*. 
Heedless alike of censure or of praise, 
Revenge I'll have, prepare to end thy days 
-Straitway the eager soldiers then began. 
Their bloody work; they chipp'd away the man, 
Morsels for dogs, then trimmM with brazen shears. 



99 



*t 



f- 



176 AVENIA. 

And then deprived him of his nose and ears: 

His hands and feet last felt the dreadfal steel, . 

He roar'd, and with his mighty torments fell 

And now a thought in UcpjiHifi mind arose. 

Most worthy of a demon to disclose^ 

For, tir*d of slaughter, from the sable train, 

Twelve chosen maids he drags along the plain* ^ 

Weeping and naked, trembling with their woe^ 

In tears they follow their relentless foe; 

He with their belts, their captive arms constnuns. 

Late their proud ornaments, but now their chains, 

And while the youthful maidens quivering stood* ^ 
He stuck their bodies thick with lighted wood» 
To which a flaming torch the ruffian threw, 
And round the maids the fire congenial flew: 
Strait to the town they speed with mad alarms. 
And oft they cry for help with outstretched arms. 
As wlien in parting spires the flame divides. 
And cracklii;g climbs around the caldron's sides. 

In the deep womb, grow fierce the hissing streams, 
Boil, swell, and foam and bubble o'er the brimsi 
The mad'ning maids with pain superior stung. 
Thus rush'd in flames, amid the astonish'd throng. 
Now spread around the dreadful hissing flames. 
And fir'd tlie houses, youths and screaming dames, 
While round the town the taunting ifj-rants flew, 
To keep them In, an iron harvest grew, 
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hey lAxise their threat'ning spears while clati^oiir rise« 

nd trembling shrieks tunaultuous rend the skies. 

he curling flames with joy the Christians viewM> 

iw infants with their parents gasp in blood; 

:a, with delight they view*d the flames arise. 

nd wretched Congp mounting to the skies; 

he fire rapacious overwhelm itaU» 

he works of thousands ia a moment fall. 

> when upon the shore, an infant stands^ 

nd draws imagin'd houses on the sand, 

he sportive wanton pleas'd with some new play, 

^eeps the slight works and fashion'd domes away* 

'^ith headlong speed the imprisonM dames retire, 

hrong in huge heaps and strive to shun the fire* 

hey look around for he!p» they cry in vain, 

nd heg for mercy to the Christian train. 

ist from without the watchful ruffians threw, 

ance after lance, and gall'd the scorching foe; 

he maid and matron, and the babe and sire, 

eep'd in each other's blood in heaps expire; 

he screaming mother with distraction wild, 

ugs to the breast her poor expiring child. 

ich house in flames, their roofs incumbent lay, 

he beams now burst, the crackling walls give way- 

he pond'rous piles come thund'ring to the ground, 

Tiile distant forests echo to the sound. 

s when an aged oak, whose honours rise, 

rom sonjc steep mountain, towring to the ^Ws.'&ii 
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With many an axe, by shouting swains is ply'd. 

Fiercely repeating strokes from ev'ry side. 

The tall tree trembling as the blows %q round. 

Bows the high head, and nods to every Wound; 

At Iast> quite vanquished, with a dreadful peal. 

In one loud groan, roils crashing down the valet 

Headlong with half the shatter^ mountain flies. 

And stretch'd out huge in length, the unmeasut^dt 

ruin lies. 
Tlius with their town fell all the sable train. 

Wrapped in the smoking ruins on the plain; 
71i.e}r souls crush*d out the mothers buried li^. 
And in their arms the harmless infants die. 
Kow to the woods the hissing torrents pour. 
Drink up the blood, the crackling t;rees devour; 
The piles of dead are roasted on the plain. 
While in red volumes spreads tbe dreadful flame. 
Swift on the sedgy reeds the ruin preySj 
Around the fountains winds the running blaze, 
/he groves in flaming rows to ashes turn. 
The jess'min bower, and the tam'rick burn. 
Broad elms and cypress rising in a spire. 
With watry willows hiss bfefore the fire; 
The quadrupeds and reptiles pant for breath. 
And unfledg'd birds twist in the pangs of death. 
Still fierce the conflagration blazes round. 

The falling forests yield a thundering sound; 
Wid<* nn rh*? sh*»ps the bright reflection plays 
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TThe surges redden with the distant blaze. 
Bell shudder'd to behold the dreadful scene. 
And Satan blush'd to own the Christian train* 
£artli groanM, heaven dropt a tear to see such woe, 
And the dire slaughter of the barb'rous foe. 
And e'en the fierce, tyrannic, Tengeful train« 
Behold with horror the terrific scene. 
As pale with guilt the murd*rers viewMthe sight. 
The blushiiig sun roU'd down the rapid light, 
And plunged beneath the purpled western sea. 
The panting steeds that drew the golden day. 
And now Jehovah on ht^ azure throne 
With just resentment views the burning town* 
Each shriek he hears, and notes each silent groan. 
While twilight veils the glaring face of day, 
And clothes the vallies in a solemn grey. 
Th' almighty frowns, and lo, his heralds fly. 
While rev'rend horror silences the sky; 
The Christian's guill th* angelic host alarms 
Vengeance is on the wing, and heav'n in arms.- 

And lo, a murky cloud the thunder forms, 

Full o'er their heads, and blacken heav'n with storms ; 

Night dwells o*er all the plain, and now out-flies 
The gloomy west, and whistles in the skies. 
The rude winds madden the tremendous flame, 
That spreads sonorous o'er the distant plain. 
Now heav n gave signs of wrath; along the ground < 
Cjry*d the red blood, and with a beWovi Va^ ^w>.yA 
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RoarM the dead limbs, the burning^ entrails groaiTiK 
God hears the groan, and as his eye surye^rs 
The town in flames, the s^ips and shining seas* 
He in an instant bids his whirlwinds fly. 
To wingf his em'rald chariot thro' the sky; 
He mounts, and lo, the starry reins he takes* 
The steadfast firmament beneath him shakes. 
Drawn by the hcav'nly steeds the chariot roll'd 
Bright were the steeds, and circnmfus'd with golds 
Suns, stars and comets fring'd the god's array. 
That blazing fiashM intolerable day. 
High on his throne he shines, his coursers fly 
From the third heav'n and thunder down the skyJ 
Black clouds all fringed with gold his throne surroturr: 

While lightnings flash, and bellowing thunders soumt 
.Astonish'd angels his descent behold^ 
•Vhile awful silence fills their thrones of gold. 
Around his chariot from the realms on high 
^Tnnumber'd hosts of radiant heralds fly, 
-\s som^ way-faring man, who wanders o'er 
In thought, a length of land he trod before, 
^>ends forth his active mind from place to place. 
Joins hill to dale, and measures space with space* 
Thus swift, and swifter far the steeds obey. 
Sustain his flight, and sweep th' screal way. 
Surrounding worlds from their foundations nod^ 
^pd tremble at the presence of their God, 
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lakesy and with a dteadful soumi, 
!, rells the ocean, groans tlie ground. 
5 delage o( impetuous rain, 
ark ooncave,. rushes down amain, 
lore fierce the mighty tifhirhrlnds rise, 
ms of lightning, fringe the sab^ skies. 

ng himself, whom dreadful darkness 

shroudf; 
% the thickness of the clouds, 

ing, arm'd his red right hand puts forth^ 
with burning bolts the solid earth, 
shrink appal'd, the beasts are fled, 
learts are sunk, and pierc'd with dread: 
he tow'ring itaountainls lofty crown, 
in an instant tumbles down 
the winds, and hoarse the thunders roar, 
in aiiger smites the trembling shore; 

ie ruffians heads a bolt he aims, 
ncommon wrath, and wrapp'd in flames; 
: them instantly laid low, 
^clerc now fell beneath the blow, 
ing shrieks and agonizing cries, 
ind falling, close their guilty eyesi 
holloiK^ shbres the fishing train, 
I their arching nets the hoary main, 
the snares the finny draughts contain* 
>f their element, and bare, 
>ant^ and gasp in thinner air; 
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Wide o^er the sands ans spread the stiffening prey* 
Till the warm sun e^Uiales their life away. 
The Christians heard their gen'ral shriek aloud, . 
And chilly fear congeal'd their vital blood. 
They saw him fall, and lo! his satin vest 
Shook with his sighs, and quiv'red on his breast^ 
Struck with dismay, and meditating flight. 
Aghast they startle at the horrid sight. 
So the pale swain, who treads upon a snake. 
Unseen and lurking in the gl-omy brake; 
Soon as his swelling spires in circles play. 
Starts back and shoots precipitate away: 
And as when slumber seals the closing sight, . 
The sick, wild fancy lab'ring in the nighty 
Some dreadful visionary foe we shun, 
With airy strides, but strive in vain to run. 
In vain our baffled limbs their pow'rs esssy, 
We faint, we stagger, sink, and fall away; 
Drain'd of our strength we neither stand nor fly, 
And on the tongue the struggling accents die-* 
The foe thus labour and with fruitless pain. 
Fall as they fly, and crown the heaps of slain. 
And trampled by their friends, with many a stride, 
Who urge their course to where their vessels ridci 
And gasping, shuddering, reel along the plain. 
With heavier strides » to reach their boats again-'- 
No stop, no stay, no thought to ask or tell, 
'^Vio 'scap'd by ftigKt, oi w\kO>o^ >C\^w\v<\^^^ 
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tumult &11, and violence of flif^y , , 

len horror mix'd with wild affright; 
Je and panting they had n^ach'd the main, 
■embling skulk'd within their ships again, 
as in conscious guilt they shiv'ring lay^ ^ 
nxious waitied the return of day; 
usand thoughts obtruded on the niind» 
ck succession, vaiying as the wind, 
retrospect the past, the future view 
rrid prospect. Scenes start up anew: 
murder'd fellow men, their injured GoH; 
ighted mercy; his vindictive rod. 
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KOW liad the stars, ditninish*d, fled away. 

Before the glories of the dawning day, 

^Vhen the commander of the Christian ho^t. 
The signal gave to leave the fiaming coast. 

Soon as Aurora -rob*d in purple light, 
Pierc'd with her golden shaft, the rear of night. 
And ere bright Sol from ocean's briny bed, 
Uprais'd his glorious radiated head. 

Mounted above the Ve-illumin'd main. 

And darted o'er the lawn, his horizontal beam; 
The sailors toil, their anchors all atrip, 
A gallant breeze, impels each tilting ship. 
And now unmporM the tyrants launch to sea. 
And pale with guilt, commence their wat'ry way 
As in her nest within some cavern hung, 
The dove sits brooding o'er her callow youngs 
Till rous'd at last Jb/ some impetuoas ^YiocV^ 
She starts surpriz'd, and beats arouxvd x>\^ t^Of^% 
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Then to the open fields for refuge flies. 

And the free bird expatUites in the skiess 

Her pinions pois'd thro' liquid ix' she springs. 

And smoothly glides, nor move^- «\er level wings, 

So did the vessels their rnrift course punne. 

And gained new force and swiftniss as they flew. 

Swift as they sail, the waters fly before. 

And dash'd beneath the ships the su^es roar; 

The tars in haste their topsails all unbind. 

Then sheet them'home, and stretch them to the wind; 

High o*er the roaring waves the spacious sails, 

Bow the tall masts and swell before the gales. 

Each crooked stem the parting surge divides. 

And to the stem retreating roll the tides. 

They now their flags, their crimson flags unbind* 

To tow'r a loft and sweTi before the wind; 

The long proud pendants with the milkwhite saiU> 

From the high masts, invite the swelling galess 

Past sight of shore, along the surge they bound. 

And all above is sky, and ocean all around. 

The cann of grog the boy obsequious brings. 
To tars more welcome tlian translucent springs. 
Luxurious now they feast, observant round. 
Gay stripling youths, the brimming bumpers Crown'd, 
The purple vintage now allures their taste, 
They quaff the wine, and then devour the feast. 
Jn deep debauch they drown their guilty fears. 
And bury in oblivion 9iU iVvcix c^Tt«. 



AVSNIA. J|9 



w th' imperions hypocntic crouoT, 
solence, and wine elate and loud, 
ee proud cheen, denoting victory , 
again " To Heav'n and Kbcrty/ * 

I by the sftipSy the foaming surges rise, 
h their shouts, the sailors rend the skie?- 

5als of loud applause from evVy »»<*« 
y flew, and shot along the tide. 
' bumarutyi the tacted Uad! 

ofAdavHt vsho^w the 9on of God f 
d with anguish, pain and mighty woe^ 
leir black cheeksr the briny riv^ets fiow; 
»pe9, their joys, aH prematurely gone? 
;d, alas, abandoned, and undone, 
ds^of peace, of smiling comforts left, 
cheirdear delights on earth bereft; 
ere, for shady groves and verdant bow'rs, 
sant walks, and beds of fragrant flow'rs; 
id a floating dungeon on the main, 
hunger, whips, contagion, woe and pain; 
of music's sweet melodious sound, 
d yells and deadly groans go round; 
jhty scourge, and mightier voice of pain, 
A fetter and the clanking chain. 
: the joyful faces of their friends, 
se, in humxn forms, terri&c fiends, 
and nameless terrors, lag behind, 

confiwon, freazy sie2e tVv* tiv\t\A^ 



#■ 



190 AVENIA^ 

A maid amongst tke captives. Lama, nain'd. 
For beauty much, but more for virtue fam'dy 
While down her cheeks the copious sorrows flow» 
In loud lament E> thus deprecates her woe: 

" No more my friends, we'll view the flowery fieUt^ 
Enjoy the various scents the meadows yield} 
Farewel ye forests, vales and verdant hilh» 
Ve sylvan bowers, and ye tinkling rills; 
Ye scented groves, to which 1 us'd to run. 
And find a shelter from the burning sun;- 
Ye fields alaR. my native fields, adieu! 
Whose chaining flov\*rs my early labours knew, 
Where, when an infant, 1 was wont to "tray. 
And gather daisies at ihe call of day; 
These fragrant fields I lee, or think I sec- 
Like willows weep, or seem to vreep, for me; 
The warbling linnet, too forgets to sing, 
And the sweet goldfinrh flags the painted wing 
No more I'll bless the incense-breathing gale. 
Nor gaze enchanted on the enaraell'd vale. 
Nor spend the joyful and ire dancing hour?- 
By silver streams, or in ambrosial bow'rs." 
Thus those indulge their lusts, and these their wee- 
And here the tears, and there the bumpers flow* 
Ten guilty hours the mariners emplpy. 
In impious feasting, and unhallow'd joy; 
The iwelfth arriv'd, and lo! the immortal God 
-t'ith ar»ger v-ew^d ^.\\eTT^ v.*\\ft V\'^^^^'^^ 
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bade the whiriwinds rise, the thtindcw roir, 

i forked lightnings flash'd from {K>le to pole. 

t clouds overcharged with checquer^d darknes:^ 
spread, 

:k^ning the floods^ and gathering o'er t|^ head. 

laste the mariners now reef each sail. 

lie the sea whitens with the rising gale: 

rhere, now thtre, the giddy ships are borne» 

I all the rattling shrouds in fragments tome, 
night now far advanc*d her gloomy reign. 

[ setting stars roU'd down the azure plain, 
ce and more fierce the dreadful whirlwinds rise> 
:k clouds, and double darkness veil the akies. 
J moon, the stars, the bright xthereal host, 

II as extinct, and all their splendors lost» 
furious tempest blows with horrjd sound, 
lightnings flash and thunders roar profound- 
sails now furl'd, the sailors freeze with fears, 

I ghastly death on cv*ry wave appeal's; 

I while they mourn, the western blast prevaifs, 

iks the firm topmasts, rends the flying sails, 

md go the ships, the vessels leave their sides. 

c to the working waves, and roaring tides; 

lie in huge heaps the gathering surges spread, , 

I hang in mountains oer proud H(mki)is head- 

•ce on his ship descends the fnriotfs blast, 

wis thro* the shrouds, and rends tb em from *h*t 

roast, 
r mast givis way, and cracking- w V- W.'Ra^ , 
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Tears up the deck, and all at once descends. 

Back to the stern retreating snrgcs flow. 

And with the surge the shatter'd topmasts gO; 

The helmsman by the tumbling ruin slsun» 
DashM from his post, falls headlong in the maim 

Loud and more toud God bids his Sunders roU. 
The vived lightnings flash from pole to po1e« 
And notr at Samkin^s head a bolt he aims. 
And hissing, the fell bolt descends in flamest 
Full on the ship it falls, now high, now low, 
Toss'd andretossM, she heels beneath the blow. 
At once into the main the crew she shook, 
And steams sulphureous rose, and smoth'ring smoker 
As from a hanging rock, tremendous height. 
The sable crows with intercepted flight. 
Drop endlong, scar'd, and black with sulph'roushut: 
So from the deck are hurled the guilty crew. 
Now midst the angry waves they sink, they rise. 
Now lost, now seen, with shreiks and dreadful cries^ 
They strive to gain the ship, but heav'n denies; 
The iQw'ring heav'ns o*er the waves impend. 
And swellM with vengeance on three ships desceud-i* 
The decks are white with foam, the winds aloud. 
Howl o'er the ships, and sing thro' ev'ry shroMd 
Now on a towering arch of waves they i:.:e, 
Heav'd on the bounding billows to the r,k;er. 
Then as the roaring surge TeiTta\\T\^€^VUi 
They shoot down hrjJidloTJg ^^ ^^ V^V*« ^^vV. -•?=":■ 
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hiiee the wild waves rebellow u tliey rise, . 

hrice mo^nt the fbamixig floods* and da^ the skies. 

bove the sides of thi^ gay ships aseemds, 

watrydsSiige^ and their ytbs it rends; 
he waves dissolve their well complacted sides, 
'^ich drink, at many a leak> the, briny tides. 
he vessels by the sarge tossM round and rounds 
link in the whirling gulf« devoured and drowiM^ 
wo from the dark abyss emerge again, 
oatSy idanks and treasures float along the nuufi; 
engeance overtakes them in their wooden wallj 
nd moimting billows overwhelm them all:^ 
hvs four ships sink, their crews to death consigm'da 
1 tarabling billows, and a war of wind, 
'uring the dire event, each slave remains 
easick, oppress'd with grief, and bound in chains 
'wice twenty by the hand of death set free, 
ind twelve, half starv'd were launchM into the sea. 
'he rest promiscuously to heav'n complain; 
xA strive to breathe the wholesome in vain. 
town in the stinking hold they vent cheir woe, 
md down each sable cheek the sorrows flow: 
Lngola to his countrymen imparts, 
k ray of hope, and thus revives their hearth; 

" Friends we have seen more toils than now we 

know, 
Vi long experience exercis'd in woe, 
liid soon to these disasters shadl be givtT^« 
^ertMin period by rdentiH^ heaven. 
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Think hov/ you saw these Christians on our shore* 

And how your friends lay weltering in their gore; ' 

Dismiss your fears, on those mbfortunes past» 

Your minds with pleasure may reflect gt last. 

With manly, patience bear your present 8tate> 

And with firm courage wait a better fate.'' 

The injutr'd youth thus strove some hope t'impRrt^ 

And liid the secret anguisli of his heart. 

Mild winds succeed the storm^ the sailor trains 
Rigg their tall jury nnasts, and plow the main. 
Each captain orders* and th* obedient band* 
With due observance, wait the stem command. 
With speed the masts they rear» with haste unbin<iy 
The spacious ftails, and stretch them to the wind^ 
High o'er the frothy waves the milkwhite sails 

Drive on the ships, and swell before the gales; 

The ships now rigg*d, and iill'd with human store. 

Intent to voyage to the Christian shore; 

The sailors sv/ill th£ grog, a cruel train* 

And heedless shoot along th' indignant main. 

>7ow pay the debt to craving nature due. 

Their juded strength with balmy rest renew: 

Now interrupted slumbers vail their eyes. 

Their cares dissolve in visionary joys. 

Not 30 ihe slavoi,: the downy bands of sleep 

Too soon relaxed, they wake again to weep. 

A gloomy pause ensuei of dumb despair* 

And then th'inv^>Ue \Y; ltrvmotV^\v^\itt^V\\J^^tixcr' , 
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tl stilled with effluvia and with hear, 
alf starved, they mijum their melatichoiy fate. 
Jll six and fifty days the Christian crew, 
hey hateful course along the main pursue, 
tfe thro* the level seas they force their way. 
be steersmen govern, and the ships obey, 
ne sun now rises, beauteous to behold, 
nd tips each lofty wave with gleams of gold 
nd as they rudely stem the briny tide, 
nd tilting o'er the sea impetuous ride; 
fcke distant clouds the mariner descries, 
renada's high emerging hills arise: 
lie steersmen ketep them in the liquid road, . 
nd plow the various windings of the flood. 
lear, and more clear the swelling shore they spy,. 
se the thin sniokes that melt into the sky, 
Tid blueish hills just op'ning to the eye. 
t eve the ships approach the fatal land, 
».nd in the winding bay they anchor on the sand, 
'lose to the town a spacious port appears 
belonging to king George whose name it bears; 
Two lofty mounts projecting to the main, 
["he roaring winds tempestuous rage restrain, 
Within, the wave» in softer murmurs glide, 
The ships secure within the harbour ride. 
AvENiA now, overcome with black despair. 
Addressed to heav'n her agonizing prayer : 
" Oh, JoyCf this fated moweut;; V\cvjt tV^ ^-mX, 
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And ease the torture of my achtns heart! 
Oh snatch me far from this bloodthirsty tu»^ 
Toss'd thro' the vast lUimitable 8pi(ce, 
Or oh ! let thunder from some hov^'ring clowly 

Transfix me, or kt brinjr seas ctishroid. 
Ah, my Angola, ^tis for thee I groan. 
By day I weep, by night I make my moaai 
How wonld I welcome any f^v'ring death' 
To ease me of the burden of my breath; 
For ah! the worst of ilia is still behind. 
The brutal conduct of the Christian kind. 
Sure nature first in anger did intend 
A plasfue of monsters o'er the^jitrorld to send. 
Cast from her hand the brutish offspring men. 
And turned each house into a savage den; 
In this rapacious species' we may find 
All that's destructive in the preying kind. 
Lion, wolf, tiger, bear and crocodile, 
Strong to devour and cwnning to beguile. 
But beasts are led to prey by appetite. 
And that oncepleas'd, no more in blood delight. 
Christians, like belli have an insatiate thirst. 
And still are keen, tho' they be like to barst. 
Lust fills the world with loud alarms of war^ 
And turns each plowshare to a hostile spear/' 
The sounds assault Angola's wakeful ear. 
Misjudging of the cause, a sudden fear, 
Of h^r distress and pam t\ve 7o\»i\ ^\w!ts»^ 
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thinks some foe is rushing to her arms; 
^pspringing with his chains in active haste, 
Xle plunged alai, into the watry waste; 
K"or saw his folly, ** whose untator'd mindy 
"^aw God in waves ^ or heard him in the whid. 
"Vet simple nature to his hope had giv'n, 
Heyond the briny de«p an humble hcav'n. 
Some safer world with depths of wood cmbrac'd. 
Some happier island in the watry waste> 
"Where slaves once more their native land behold. 
No fiends tornxent, no Christians thir&t for g^ld. 
He thinks, admitted to th^t equal sky, 
His injur'd v,'ife will bear him company.** 

[He looks toward his consort as he dies,] 

" Farewel, a long, a last farewel,*' he cries. 
And closes on die wotld his dying eyes, 
Which glance, expiring, at his native shore. 
Then round his head the waves redounding roar. 
Thus- died Angola, while his dearer part. 
Unconscious of his fate, now vents her bursting hev:- 
Tow'rd her lov'd coast she casts her eyes in vain. 
They fail with looking, and with grief they stream: 
In her foul prison she consumes- the day. 
While horrors wear the heavy nigltf av/ay. 
To some kind friend sheM feign her wants disclos^' 
Now doom'd to meet unutterable woes; 
Btit all around are curst with hearts of steels 
Without the ficgse to pity or to fee\. ^^ 
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The land tpproachM» the slaves with wild aSngjfn^ 
Behold the town and sicken at the sight; 
While the proud planters view the ships aroundt 
In haste they rush along the landing ground, 
FlushM at the si^ht^ they haste at early dawn^ 
Precipitate and bounding o'er the lawn. 
To purchase slaves then to the ship repair. 
And view the product of the fatal war* 
The slaves beheld them in that dreadful how; 
And inly shuddered at their barbarous pow*n 
Their cruel trade! who live in heav'ns despite. 
Contemning laws, and tran^iling human right; 
Untaught to work, to turn the glebe, or sow. 
They all their riches to their neighbours owe. 
The t}*rants now prepare their slaves to land, 
All shorn and trimm'd, upon the yellow sand;. 
Now forc'd into the boat with wild affright, 
A ssiidden horror struck their aching sight. 
The sailors catch the word, their oars th»y sieze, 
And sweep, with equal strokes the smoking sca&; 
Clear of the ships the impatient longboats fly. 
While silent tears flow from each captive's eye. 
Within a long recess, a bay there lies, 
EdgM round with clifts, high pointing to the skiesi 
The jutting shores that swell on either side. 
Contract its mouth, and break the rushing tide. 

The eager sailors sieze the fair retreat, 
•^nd bound within the pon t\ift Wx-xXa VX^^v* 

^^0!r here r^tir'd thca\n\dn&\>vWovj^^^^«5» 
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ng calmness silvers o'er the deep. 

est hearts the joyful sailors press^ 

ids whose transports glow at their succeHj 

i fate that did their men destroy* 

7 heart, and dainp'd the rising joy. 

led captives in their tyrant's sight, 

itand. and shake with wild afiiright; 

bewail, while to the hated land, 

ers drive* and range them on the sand* 

unhappy mortals, maids and 8^n, 

promiscuous from the imprisoned den* 

. of sheep* alas! they move along, 

> the market with the knotted thong. 

ot irons now they brand the crew, 

1 their galled eyes the tears descend anew. 

ling tears the want of words supply, 

I soul bursts copious from each eye. 

their tyrant's pity to command* 
I hear but will not undersitand. 
imissions, in what low degree* 

} placed, dire avarice* by thee! 
eir suppliant arts, and try again* 
eir pity, but alas in vain. 
ar*d, and distressed in mind* 
) poor unhappy creatures find, 
their natal and their nuptial hour* 
imain in one unceasing shower, 
'groans in mighty col\tniTv« lUe^ 
X 
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Ascend the heav'ns u&d echo in the skies. 
Pierc'd with the noise th^ wretchM babes, in nifli 
With tender cries, repeat the sound again^ 
And at the moarnful call the mothers press'd. 
Their starting infants screeching to the breast. 
And now, a matron wearied heaven with pray'r, 
Just on the precipice of black despair, - 
EmbracM, in arms of wretchedness, her son. 
And thus in broken accents she begun: 

« And have I borne thee with a mother's thit 
To suffer thus, nurs'd thee for future woes? 
How short the space allowed my boy to viewl 
How, short, alas! and fill*d with anguish too." 
They view their fate, and sicken at the sight. 
In bitterness of soul they long for night. 
Again she cries, •* These floods of grief restrain, 
Vengeance will soon o'ertake the impious train. 
Let us be patient and our hearts pi^pare, 
To move great Jove, our heavenly sire, by prayc: 
Our woes to him are known, to him belongs. 
The strangers cause, and the revenge of wrongs; 
when friendly death our toil-worn frames shall i 

And take our abject souls from misery; 
Our ghosts, for injur*d blood, shall daily cry, 
To heav'a, for vengeance, and shall pierce the i 
If we, fjf latent guilt, be doom'd to woes. 
Our crimes we learned £to\t\ o\« C?rx\^\.\3.x\ Cocs; 
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vengeful spirits shall enhance their hell, 
oy. their torments, as enchainM they dwell.* 
1 scramble o'er, the horrid sale now done« 
i slaves but find their sorrows Just beg^n; 
es to their parents cling with close en^race, 
h kisses wander o'er each tearful face; 
seperate the hapless, weeping throngs 
: cowskin hero wields the knotted thong* 
I as he wields, applies the dreadful blow, 
ile streams of blood in purple torrents flow* 
t with the sign, which all their fears explain, 
\ children still embrace* their kiices sustain 
ir feeble weight no more; their arms alone 
port them, round their bleeding parents thrown. 
\y faint, they sink, by cruel woes oppressed* 
b heart weeps blood, and anguish rends each 

breast. 
ir, stain'dwith blood, a weeping mother press'd - 

dear, dear trembling infant to tier breast, 
in shrieking, to her wretched husband sprang, 
ioment snatchM on his lov'd neck to hang; 
sing his lips, his cheeks, his swollen eyes, 
lie tears descend to eaith, and groans ascend the 

skies. 
KT furious rage the maurnful chief inspires, 

L all his soul just indignation fires; 

id his hapless family he stands, 

! Ii£t8 to heaven his eycB and aptwAm^XxwAaw' 



i 
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oppressed with grief5 and raving with despaift 
. Groaning he lifts to heav*n his mental pray'r. 
Kow motionless he stands, in grief profound^ 
Fixing his eyes with anguish on the groond. 
Behold« and hi ash, ye first bom of the tldei. 
Behold the complicated villanied. 
Practised by Christian hypocrites, fuijiut* 
Full of rage, rapine, craelty and lust. 
Who, smooth of tongue, in purpose insincere. 
Hide fraud in smiles, while death is harbor'd tfaeit* 
They proffer peace, yet wage unnatural war. 

From tender husbands, weeping wives they tcA: 
And still they hope, heaven winks at their deceit^ 
And call their cruelties the crimes of fate. 

« 

Unjust mankind, whose will's created free> 
Charge all their guilt on absolute decree . 
The Christian rulers in their ruin join. 
And truth is scorn'd by all the perjur'd line. 
Their crimes transcend all crimes since Noah's flood 
But all their glory soon shall set in blood* 
Shall heav'n be false, because revenge is slow? 
No— it prepares to strike the fiercer blowi 
Sure is its justice. They shall feel their woe. 
The day shall come, that great avenging day. 
When all their honours in the dust shall lay. 
God will himself pour judgments on their land, 
77i us hath he said — and what he savth must staflkl 
Th eir cruelty for j ustice daWy ct\ts» 
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)ulls reluctant vengeance from the skies, 
r dreadful end will wing its fatal way, 
leed their rage anticipate the day. 
tho* they charge on heav'n their own offence, 
:all their woes the crimes of providence* 
ley themselves their misery create^ 

perish by their folly, not their fate, 
low th' unhappy exiles mournful stand, 

babes and dames, a miserable band, 
etched train of shrieking mothers bound. 
Id their captive children trembling round. 
3ft they strive to ease each other's pain, 
till repeat the moving them 3 in vain. 

e can the whip release the mournful band, 
sculptured monumental grief they stand; 
>as3ion now touchM my tyrannic soul, 
down tnv cheek the tear unusual stole; 
, nor till then I pitied! tho' their foe, 
k wiih the sight of such unequall'd woe* 
ital tenderness, and kindred bloodl 
force, till now, I littje understood, 
w parted by the whip, in doleful sound, 
:hildren speak their agonies profound. 

'Iv'd in tears they round their parents hung, 
:heir young arms in early sorrows wrung. 

each complains with moving tears and cries, 

)egs for aid with eloquence of eyes. 

*d with the thong, the b\e^d\A^ 70^^^ ^t^'Q^iftMlH^ 
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Tly back for refuge to their sires agaii^; 
Lost to the soft endearing ties of life, 
The social names of daughter, parent, wife* 
The frantic mother hears the well -known sou nd" 
*' Can no redress, oh graciou's heaven, be foand? 
Ye savage Christians, now your rage is spent. 
Your malice can no greater pains invent. 
Oh that the base tyrannic Christian band. 
Had never touch'd my dear paternal land» 
Oh that 1 were som e monster of the wood. 
Or bird of air » or Bsh that swims the flood, 
Unthoughtful then, my sorrows I could bear. 
Nor sin, nor groan, no weep, nor sigh, nor fear. 
Immortal Sire! shall christians still prevail? 
And shall thy promise to thy creatures fail? 
And shall they, shall they still encrease our woer 
And dye our lands with purple as they go? 
Kise in thy wrath, almighty maker rise. 
Behold our grievous wrongs, with gracious eyes. 
Oh save my valiant friends, the bold, the brave. 
Their wives abus'd, their bleeding infants savel 
See wive"^ and daujjhters serve promiscuous lust. 
Their sires and husbands bite the bloody dust." 
DeprivM alas; the privilege to complain. 
The ruffians whip her from the place again. 
Lo! tyrants thus administer relief. 
Add wrong to wrong, and wretchedness to gti^» 
Give ear ye tyrants, di5ta.TvX.tv^'C\o>osi\v«i^.\> 
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And learn the judgments of high heaven to fear! Ji 
Your children yet unborn shall blush to see, 
Their predecessors guilt and villany. 
Their impious thirst for gold, while fierce in amw. 
Their cruel breasts no tender pity warms; 
Should heathens but one virtuous Christian find. 
Name but the fclave trade; they will curse your kind- 
Deceitful goldl how high will Christians rise. 
In flagrant guilt to gain the glittering prize! ■ 
Hence sacred faith, and public trust are sold, 
And villains barter Adam's sons for gold. 
Shall the oppressed race of human kind. 
From heav'n above, or earth no justice find. 
Can brutal carnage please Jehovah's sight, 
Or flaming war reflect a grateful light? 
Impeird by love, he promis'd to the poor. 
To hear their prayers, nor drive from mercy's door. 
Compell'd by truth he will his word fulfil. 
Save the oppress'd, and do his sov'reign will. 
He will redress his creature's wrongs, tho' late; 
Thus has he spoke, and what he speaks is fate. 
Then shall the tyrants of their species bend. 

Their honours vanish and their glories end. 
For c ome it will, that dreadful day, replete 
With righteous judgment, with tremendous fate, 
Then despots, tho' on golden thrones, shall bleed. 
And reap the wages to their crimes decreed; 
While tyrants govern with an iron rod, 

Oj^n-ess, destroy^their dreadful scowy^^ \^ C»t^. ^:jH 
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And ev'n the lans of freedom prai 
Alike in cnielty, aljke in liul! 
Them shall the mute to infamy corn 
Deapit'd, abhoir'd, the theme of tra; 
Those baittrd freemen spread contu 
The name of freedom wiiheii at the 
Virtue disrob'd, infernal vice aspires^ 
And weeping libert; and truth retire! 
Laurels that should fair vitiue deck 
To Eystematic hypocrites are thrown 
Their nature and their nation the; i 
Aud stamp with sable Bignitures the 
Wide o'er Ilie world their character I 
Disgrac'd their country, and disgrac 
Who fought for freedom, and for fre 
Their liypocrilli; villany proclaim, 

Oh, sing their guilt, my muse in, 

For yci more woes their tragic acts i 
To attune with energetic verse the r 
Now to th' estate the slaves are di 
Bound to the l)ulcher3, sever'il from 
With beating hearts, and solemn ste; 
They move along, while teats in tori 
Time here would fail lis, did we pau 
The variotis torments of the sable cr 
And as to the plantation they advai 
Take of the hapless drove a transie 
Whoview, the moment ihey a^f^tr 
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Their countrymen in chains, their own dire fate. 

The person who beholds their pains, nor can 
^eel pity, is a monster not a man. 
*^o mortal eloquence can paint their woes, . 
depict their wrongs, the malice of their foes. 
^<*t Milton*s pen, not Sbakespear^s tragic lyre, 
^ot Homer's flame, nor Pope*s poetic fire, 

^*> count their wrongs, demands immortal tongaes, 
*- tlxroat of brass, and adamantine lungs. 
'Keir fate, alas, is dismal and severe, 
^^ir lamentations still assault my ear: 

^ poor slave from servitude has ran, 
'>^ey lacerate and lop away the man; 
Hen they have caught, they trim with brazen shears 
He wretched slave, and rob him of his ears! 
•"Ud if impeU'd by hunger, he should steal, 
^t- strike his cruel master and rebel, 
^is arm is sure the vengeful knife o feel. 
'Nocturnal stars their constant wailiri^ know, 
^rid blushing Phoebus witnesses their woe. 
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Ah! bow thej long for ev*n this scanty tutal. 
Slow seems the sun to move, the hours to roTl, . 
Their native home, deep imag'd in each soul: 
As the tir*d plowman spent with stubhom toil, 
Whose horses long have torn the furrowM soil; 
Sees with delight the sun's declining ray, 
When home with feeble knees he bends his wajv 
To late repast, the day's sad labour dene, 
So to the slavey, thus welcome sets the sun* 
Cut he departs to joyful friends, and rest. 
And these to wrercliedness with grief oppressed . . 
Their bodies scourgM,, and stiff with clotted gore, 
The wounds renew'd that were recciv'd before* 
Their lacerated limbs oppressed with chains. 
Their minds, alasi with more than mortal pains. 
And when the toil of each sad day is o'er. 
They sink to sleep, ajid wish to wake no more. 
Here might I ceaie, ror furihtr paint tLtir wee. 
Too horrid for the sens of men to know. 
The ponderous earth would roll her annual way, 
E*er I could half their miseries display; 

The woodland monsters would with tears bewai!, 

» 

And ev'n Apollyon shudder at the tale: 
But yet A'cenia^s fate. demands my song, 
For her, nny muse, the tragic strain prolong; 
The captives on th' estate arriv'd, and there 
Compeird to drudge in chains, and deep despair 
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Unhallovv'd pas&lons, kindle in his sooj^f. 

fti depthof grief he hears Avenia cry. 

For pity to the sov' reign of the sky. 

The anfeeling tyrant, bent on wickedness^ 

Eag^r beheld her» in her keen distress; 

He calls his slave. ...the sable princess hears. 

And with obedient reverence appears; 

Her fate unki^own. To speak she makes essay; ' 

Bat her tongue faultering, ceases to obey: 

He bids her follow where he leads the way. 

And as they to the place prepared, proceed. 

The lustful rufHin meditates the deed. 

Which stamps for ever poor Avenia's fate; 

And the chaste muse now blushes to relate: 

At length arriv*d, and preparation made, 

flis brutskl purpose he forthwith displayed. 

In vain the sable captive lifts her hand. 
In vain she strives his pity to comnnand: 
I.ivokes her lov'd Angola, tears her hair. 
And lifts to heav'n her unavailing prayer: 
And oh, what various passions struggling, rise 
Swell her vex'd bosom, and inflame her eyes; 
What sobs of anguish, what hysteric scream??. 
What shrieks of frenzy, in thj^ir fierce extrenmes! 
The monster braves them all, by wild lust driv'n, 
And violates the dame, in face of heav'n! 
Cease mjr indignant muse, by shame suppressed- 
Let tears and burning blushed spe^^t tVve xe.^^. 
But this, ev'n this, it nothing to x\vc ^\\^Ta«^ 
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And tiainele&s crii^nes of thc-tyrannic train: 
Nor dare I paint i^'hat prudence must concealf 
Nor half their studied villanies reveal. 
' Methinks I see each sentimental fair. 
With tender sorrow wipe the trickling tear. 
While shame and horror thro' their bosoms rush, 
Swell ev'ry vein, and spread th* indignant blush. 
Ah, let your quick and kindred spirits form 
A vivid picture of the fatal storm; 
In which she laboured, and whose force to pamt. 
The muses' strongest tints appear too faint" 
hi sympathetic thought her sufferings r-ee. 
But oh, forever from her wrongs be free. 

'Twas on the evening of the following day. 
In solemn silence all creation lay; 
Th^ injured captive, weary of her woe. 
And loathing her existence here below 
Thrice in her anguiih tore hjer sable hair, 
Thrice beat her breast in madness of despair. 
And oft repeated her Angola's name. 
And view'd his image in the fleeting dream: 
In thought she sees him, but a transient guest. 
Pants on his lips, and murmurs on his breast, 
Raptur'd she contemplates his sable charm?, 
And clasps the phantom in her loving arms; 
She calls aloud, his fleeting course to stay, 
In vain she culls— the pliantom glides away- 
To her paternal horae, rit>\v xxv^^Wvw^ w.. 
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thought) ilbandonM, desolate* alone; 

\ treads, or seems to tread, a dismal plidn> 

i seeks her lover thro* the waste in fain. 

m fr6m her troubled sleep the princess sitarts, ^ 

ule the dear vision from her view departs: 

i raising toward heav'n her frenzy'd ejrei • 

)lores compassion on her miseries: 

iriuls her own and her Angola's woe» 

9m now she paints as murder'd hy the foe| 

atic she rashes o'er the distant plain* 

ends a trOck projecting o*er the main| 

tit on death, above the flood she stands* / 

bathM in tears, and with uplifted hand«» 

poor insane now loves and hates by turns, 
I grief now maddens, now with fury bumS; 
r looks toward her dear paternal plain, 
r lifts her streaming eyes to heaven again. 

Ah me ! Why view I yet the hated light, 
ce let me hasten for I loatlie tlie sight, 

has no charms for me, then let me go, 

meet my husband in the shades below; 

gone, while I beneath the load of life, 
left to bear unutterable grief." 

the deep flood she views with native fear^ 
wrings her hands, envelop'd in despair* 
piercing shriek the distant region rends* 
woods re-echo witli the voice she sends; 
hills reverberate* the vales leboui^ 
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And to the IteKV*!!! conve/ the mauraful soiutcf. 
Now near the fatal precipice shefliea, 
Beviewsthe torrent with her a (reaming eyci. 
From the rough rock projecting o'er the m^ 
Whose giddy protpect turn'd her torlni'd biun- 
Sharp are the rocki, loud roars the lurge benUfh, 
, She shudders at the thought of inataot deaths 
And ai she hears the brinj' billowsroar. 
And see* the foaming waves ascend the ihoiei 
Back from her stand, in tiaste she ttaitt mghut. 
While tow'rd her native land her eyei aie cut. 

" And must I die, [the shudd'ring prince*! criei 
Thus unreveng'd. Thou ruler of the akies. 
And must I dieT then kt me fearless go. 
And 'scape forever vaj base christAn foe.'' 
Then as a vuliuie from the rocky height. 
Her carrion seen, impetuous at the sight. 
Forth springing, instant darts hsraelf from high. 
Shoots on the wing, and rushes down the tk]!; 
So pUing'd precipitate the hapless dame, 
Doivn from ih; cngg)- brow, into (he foaming mi 
The pointed locka her tender bodji tore. 
And the v.-hlte surf was purpled with her gore. 

The moon just rising blush'd to sec her doom, 
And seem'd to prophesy of woes (o come; 
With dusky redness veii'd her silver light. 
And back revolving left (he earth in night. 
The {oinilns Pfillows, moutilvngW 'CntiJtwt, 
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igh on the rock the mangled body bore; 
There in the craggy bason, long it lay^ ' 
y cv'ry wind, and rav'nous bird, a prey, 
sipless Avenia- whither art thou gone; 
innch'd in a moment to a world unknown* 
1 more, alas, for thee the chaunting train, 
lall join harmonious on the verdant plain; 
o more, with grace superior to the rest, 
lalt thou inflame the wond'ring hero's brea# ; 
)r thee no more awake the tuneful strings; 
more to charm thee thy Angola sings ; 

more shall Philomel, the plaintive bird, 

soothe thee in thy native woods be heard; 

he feather'd tribes shall cease their notes to sounds 
he smiling landscape sadden all around; 
'hile the hoarse breathings of the hollow wind, 
'ith deep resounding waves in concert join'd; 
lall day and night repeat their ceaseless moan, 

1 plaints responsive for Avenia gone. 

• One morning as I was walking ronnd oi#^estatc, 
. I saw a slave who had prcviou sly committed suicide, 
by plunging in, and continuing under water *tIU 
drowned* ' 

END OF THE POEM. 
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BOOK 1. 



Pace 19, line 13. 
lauglic with frargrance^ &c. 

uaanimously allowed by travellers, that Atrii>«. 
:ile as any other part, of the world, producing 
ce of rice and roots. Indigo and cotton thrive 
chout cultivation-.. .The lakes are stored with* 
he fields with Bocks and birds, and the woods 
with spontaneous fruits* For my own part, i 
)old to a/firm, that it is the ma||^ beautiful 
Jriant country I ever beheld; althOT^h I have 
everal kingdoms in Europe; and islands in the 
idies, as W!«ll as South America. That part 
a alluded to, called Guinea, from whence the 
re brought; extends along the coast 4000 miles^ 
i river Senegal to Cape Siferra Leooa; thence 

:asfvvard 1500 miles* IticXuivcv^ ^^^ ^wco^ 
Y2 
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Ivcry, Cold aiid Si&ve Coasts, with the kingdoms ol 
Benin, CungOi A nevoid, and many others* 



2'AGE 22, line 10: 

« he artful Christians, &c. 

Reflecting- on the recent revival of the slave tradt 
.n the American republic, and at the same time taking 
:i retrospective view of the revolutionary war, and 
the circumstances attending it, struck dumb with as* 
tonishment, I strive but strive in vsun, to collect and 
«^rrange my thoughts like a man who experiences sen- 
•ations to which language is not equal, whose concep- 
■.ix)ns are too large lo be born alive. While in the 
struggle of expression, his hands, his eyes, and every 
finger strive to be a tongue, and he looks about for 
lielp to shew his thoughts by. When we see the des- 
pots of Europe spreading desolation and misery 
.imcugs JBcir fellow men, we are not surprised, as 
t-velr cor.flucl corresponds with their principles; but 
V. hen V. e KUfVey the professional votaries of liberty 
*nd equality, who have taken up the sword of virtuous 
defence, vrho have bravely put themselves between 
tvranny and freedom, between villany and virtue, at 
^- SoTmtT period, tvovr become the butchers of their 
^.-;:,rer,. the desiTO^wsoi Vi^a^x^^ ^^^ >l\v^. \n^^*'' 
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xnan, and the promoters and supporters of legal bar. 
buitjr, we are ashamed, we are confounded! and 
what enhanches our shame, is the consideration that 
liberty disrobed and in tears, has been banished from 
eTery nation but America; and here she has received 
a deadly wound. Exclusive of the wickedness and 
deleterious consequences resulting from the revival of 
the slave trade by the republicans of America, it is 
an outrage on civil society, as well as an insult to the 

citizens of each individual state. It is, in short, cal- 
ling us all hypocritical tyrants: for no man in compa- 
ny with his neighbour, will act the rogue, unless he . 
conceives him inclined to be one; and no man will at- 
tempt to seduce a woman* unless he supposes she is 
6i easy virtue, and the attempt is virtually calling her 
a harlot. The eyes of all the crowned heads of Europe 
are upon our young republic, to see if our actions cor- 
respond with our pretensions; they are watching an 
opportunity to gain some evidence against us, that 

may serve to render our professions suspected, and 
our republicanism a farce. While their o^UH^ssed vas- 
sals, eager to shake off their galling chain$ look to 
us with anxious solicitude, in hopes tliat \vc may 
prove to the world that there is a reality in repiiblicaii 
^sm, and that the sons of men are capable of enjoying 
1^ liberty. 

Can any thing sink the character of a nation lower 
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ment be a scourer to the oppressor^ and a patron to tie 
opprtited? Why then is infernal avarice permitted to. " 
r Ornish the virtuous fame of the patriotic heroes Who ; 
'' Died in the cause of liberty in arms.'* It is the na^ 
ture of compassion to reflect on the wretchedness of 
the wretched; and it is natural for a true republican to 
abhor slavery, into whatever form it may be assind^ 
laxed, or whatever name it may assume. When I sur- 
vey in sympathethic thought, the miseries of the hn- 
man family, in what are called civilized and christi- 
anized countriesy and all through the instrumentality 
of political and ecclesiastical hypocrites, my loul re« 
coils with indignationi and my very heart weepa 
blood. 

Stimulated by disinterested phiianthropy for mf 
fellow creatures, and gratitude to my Creator, I un- 
dertook this work; and I am confident he will accept 
my well meant endeavours for his glory. Ves; the Al- 
mighty looks down from heaver/s high arch, and re- 
gards with complacency the grateful offerings of a 
thankful hiirt. As a tender parent would behold 
with pleasure and approbation, the mistimed ezertioni 
of an infant child to please: for it is not the thing we 
do, but the motive by which we are stimulated, that 
renders tlie thing done either acceptable or unaccept* | 
aVic. Hence the Almighty frequently makes use of 
tUe V eak things of the world to confound the ihiflgs ; 
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1 are mighty, and the foolish things of the worid 
sfoand the wise, that no4nan might glory in mant 
lat Christ might be all in aU. As my object in 
vork is the happiness, not the applause of nnan> 

to be useful rather than to be systematical; I 
rquently seek no recorepence»* and fear no reflec* 

IthoDt taking any notice of the despot's aspersi- 
or the critic's animadversions, I will vindicate 
sd mnooence, and advocate the rights of man* 
God has punished the nations of antiquity for 
ny, is an uncontrovertible fact; that he will pu- 
the Christian nations >for their barbarity is be- 
a doubt— to suppose be will not do it, is sup. 

g him vicre unjust than the. unjust jud^. 



" offered the first edition of my "Preliminary Es- 
to JRicbard Allen, on consideration of bis paying the 
r's bill. And luitb respect to this performance, I 
voluntarily delivered the manuscript to the printer 
'hlication, gratis. My tnotive in securing the copy' 
is merely to precluae persons from metamarphos" 
be iBori previous to republication. Nevertheless, if 
ookseller should 'wish to publish another edition, by 
f me previous notice, and agreeing not to m^ke any 
nionsm the vjork, further than correcting errors, lac J 

lifyatii'derty, as if the copy^right -was twt secured. * 
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I ask in behalf of the oppressed sons of meiit c 
slavery, as sonsolidated in America, be consistent wi 
heathenish honesty, much lesschristian rectitude \ c 
it be compatible with republicanism or phUanthropy 
•s impossible. No man, who will for one moment i 
fleet on right and wrong can avoid seeing the com; 
cated barbarity of the slave trade, and it is my fi 
belief, that the persons engaged in it» either pen 
nally or virtually, living and dying in that state, ci 
not enter the kingdom of heaven. A man may co 
mit murder yet live, repent, and be saved; but if 

die in the very act, it is blasphemy against the par 
of heaven to suppose he can be admitted there. Sfa 
holders and slave dealers are not only literally ra 
derers but barbarous robbers too. Much might be s; 
to show the injustice and iniquity of this diaboli 
commerce; but it would be degrading my reader 
idiots, to suppose they did not see it themselves; ; 
it would be degrading republicanism, much more 
ligion, to bring them forward to prove the iniquity, 
consis^ency, and impolicy of slavery, especially i: 
republic; for here it is to the body politic what a 
topping consumption is to an individual body. 

Finally^ we must shut our eyes against reason, 
basely insult our understandings, not to see its 
pitude and tendency. In order that the most v 
lent advocate for slavery may be convinced^ let 
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put himself in the condition of the slave, and then 

vindicate the principles if he can. But passing by all 
that might l^ said on this topic in a theological point 
of view, we will briefly consider the impolicy of sla- 
very in a political view. It might easily btj demon 
strated, that permitting slavery in the republics of an. 
tiquity, was the primary cause of their downfall; and 
what tljey were in magnitude, the southern states '^f 
America are in miniature. With what [lainful sen 
sationa must the philantropi&t reflect on the presci.*' 
as well ZA the antecedent state of society in aimo^^- 
cvery part of our terraqueous globe. Indeed, wheth- 
er we contemplate the state of civili^sed or savage iia< 
tioiis— where literature flourishes, or where ignoranc-j- 
prevaiis— tlie civilian in his mansion, or the cannibal 
in his hut— we see violence and oppression prevail. 
and we must impressively feel emotions of indignati* 
on and pity. The more circumspective our view, the 
more painful are our observations; and, alas! the 
mind is not elevated, but more deeply wounded, by 
reflecting on those legislators, who profess to be the 

friends of liberty. The mind in traversing the earth* 
beholds millions of wretched objects the fruits of lega! 
barbarity; then looks to the despot on his throne, the 
republican in his presidential chair, the philosopher it^ 
his closet, the minister in his pulpit, and calls for jus- 
dce^ for pity, for commiseration — but calls, alas! in 
vain. Who can^ without tears of compassioni viev.- 
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this theatre^ whose exhibitions are most diatreaiii^ 
and whose inhabitants still encourage scenes at which 
humanity shndJers, virtue mourns* indignation frowns 
and liberty melts to tears. 

I would ask the votaries of oppression what is civil 
government? It is not arbitrary power. It is not, or 
should not he a contrast between miserable hutt and 
splendid palaces, between penury and pomp, extrava- 
gance and indigence. It is not instituted to rob the 
poor miin of his liberty as well as his mite; increast 
the miseries of the miserable; exalt one part of soci' 
ety above the state of man, and degrade the other be- 
low the state of brutes. Civil government is no other 
than a national association, whose object is the hip- 
piness and security of every individual member of a 
State, without partiality, and to administer justice 
without respect to persons, and at the least possible 
expence to the nation. Every individual in a repob* 
lie, is a proprietor in government; as he has deposited 
his right in the common stock of society, he draws 
on the capital as a matter of right, and government 
should guarantee the rights and privileges of each ci- 
tizen individually as well as all collectively. Is slave- 
ry consistent witli such a government? It is impossible' 
The fact ^, slavery is an indelible disgrace to the A- 
nierican constitution, as well as an eternal reprosfih 
to the whole nation, lu iA\OTt» the more we extend 
our vifiwa, the more \\& \T\\Mi^vi5>^t ^^^^ ^jtvs^^x^^^^ 1 
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«fir g^ovemmcnt, so much the more cause we have to 
blush for the honour of human nature; and it is owinjg 
to oar familiarity with scenes derogatory to every just 
honest and virtuous principle, that we dp not shadder, 
and invincibly protest against the legislative proce^ 
dure of our fellow citizens* 

The Israelites protested against and punished the 
tribe of Benjamin, for their cruelty to the Levite's 
concubine : but Americans see with indifference, their 
fellow-citizens enslave, violate' and murder millions of 
their fellow-creatures with impunity. I do not by any 
means wish to give offence ; but I must affirm that 
there are a set of men in the United States^ who, if 
allowed to put their principles in practice, will give 
the death-blow to liberty, who has been already chas- 
ed round the globe, cashiered by her enemies, and 
wounded by the house of her friends. The charac- 
ters alluded to may be included in the following de- 
scription : Avaricious men who are not to be trust- 
ed blgotted men who cannot see ; prejudiced men^ 
who will not see ; cruel, ambitious, interested men 
who would wade through seas of the blood of their 
fellow men, to exalt themselves, and gratify their 
vanity and pride ; and this last class, let their profes. 
sions, pretentions, or names be what they may, will 
be the cause of more calamities to our young repub- 
lie, than all the other three. Aristocracy is disclaim^ 
9d by the s/avc-holders of Amei\ca> ^u^\\v^ '5*^^\'5^^'^ 



t 
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3LU law of primogenitorship, which anju^ily and un- 
gencroubly disinherits all the children of a nobleman, 

except his oldest son ; one is exaltedi and the rest 
are debased. This infamous law, and many others 
equally oppressive, arc exhibited to popular animad- 
version and contempt by them, and yet, foripoth 
this is only in minority what American slavery is in 
maturity. It was by allotting to particular men and 
families extraordinary power and privileges, that 
former republics were bereaved of their liberties, a|iA 
precipitated into a terrible abyss of despotism, wretch 
edness, and degradation. It is a well attested fact, 
that in any country where interested men are exalted, 
v-'.orruption naturally engenders around them. It is iiip 
human> it is diabolically wicked, for any government 

or nation to suffer thousands of human beings to be 
consigned to unutterable wretchedness, to support an 
individual villain, or a family of them in their idle- 
ness, luxury and dissipation ; and yet this is the case 

in America the country, which above all others^ 

chould discountenance oppression and despotism i 
but astonishing to think, that in this our land of 
liberty there is a sort of oppression, the most cruel, 
unjust, and pernicious, of any other in the world; 
to demonstrate which, a number of cogent rea- 
sons might be adduced : but as our limits will not ad> 
rr.'it us to enlarge, we will let a few suffice. 
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In the Hrst place, domestic sltv^iry has a natural 
teodency to be metamorphosed to national sQristocra- 
cy; it being mt>rally impossible to keep elections puire^ 
where one' part of society are exalted to demi-gods« 
and the other part degraded to beggars ; (I am here 
alluding to the poor white people in the Southern 
States;} for where one citizen, who by fraud or force, 
has gained the sovereignty over a thousand slaves 

and sends his imperial commands over as many acre# 
0f landy fifty must necessarily be in low circumstan • 
ces; the consequence of which is, one part of the citi* 
zens are furnished with the means of corruption, and 
the other part are put into a condition that they can- 
not avoid being corrupted. Any person who has stu- 
died human nature, may easily see the validity of this 
remark. 

Secondly, There are no characters on our Globe, 
more naturally unfit to be legislators for a republic 
than slave holders ; because their ideas of distributive 
josiice are corrupted in the very source. Their juve- 
nile employment is to trample on the rights of thei4^ 
'ellow men, and look with contempt on their poor 
neighbors, for in fact they are taught and educated so 
to do- I would ask, with what ideas of justice can 
such persons enter a house of legislation, or take the 
reigpas of government in their hands, who rob their 
African brethren of their lives and liberties, because 
forsooth they are black, and despise their Mlow citi- 
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zenSf because they are poor. Can a govern 
sisting of such characters long continne 
utterly impossible. Such governments ma 
of theory, exhibit the appearance of liberty 
ty, while the persons who were actors in, a 
fics of the revolution, live; but when they dl 

appearance of liberty must die* with the 

mankind continue to be as degenerate as t1 

present. 

Thirdly; The idea of a slaveholder being 
gislator or governor, is as inconsistent as to 

wolf would be a good shephevd, and defen 
vour the sheep; or a fox would protect, nc 
t the poultry. 

Fourthly, It is continuing the uncivilizec 
well known in Europe, of governments hec 
property, by hereditary right of individual < 
families of them. Though this sentiment 
ed by Americans, it is certain that the ba 
man having a property in man, and govei 
by personal right, is nor confined to Europe 

it embraces all men, here only black men ; 
lie opinion only controls the sentimental des 

present generation, while the concomitan 



• While ypsbua lived, the Israelites servec 
tut Tjbrn he died, they soon f^e'^ei^trated . 



^u^*§ 



ss of the revolution are fresh in our minds, in 
;zt generation that mu^t naturally wear away; 
despotism which is now con6ned to the poor 
8» the poor whites must participate. This will 
itnrally be the case, as that a little leaven will 
n the whole lump. 

*thly, the encouragement of slavery in the south- 
tates is of infinite injury to the poor white peo- 
the northern states, incomparably more so than 
s West-Indies* While thousands of Africans 
Qonthly imported into South-Carolina, hundreds 
>nd and seek an asylum in the northern states* 
t they are on an equality with the whites*! 
ronsequcnces resulting; therefrom, which every 
n may easily conceive, though it would be per- 
imprudent for me to express, is, on a variety 
counts, exceedingly injurious indeed. 
Kthly, It is a stubborn fact, that slavery has a 
ency to degenerate even the patriotic, as well as. 
despotic, '* as stroag temptations with the best 
ail.** By the universal economy of human na- 
it is known, and by the instance of the French 



There are perhaps 15,000 blacks in Philadelphia 
», and 150,000 scattered in the northern, exclusive of 
000 in the Southern States, 
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republic it U proved, ihit mankind have 1^ 
teadency to degenerate . Thai sapiemicy u 
vidunl, a family, or a siaie, U a forerunner of tlie.a^] 
.-nihilaiion of a repulilic, !» as plain to me as a ray af « 
light, ind mull be so to every one who wit) not vcilfuUf 
shut his ejra. Thf reader will at once peiceiTei' 
that I Etudiously forego dUcussing this subject i>« 
rrtigimis way, though most congenial (o my atMJr _ 

' mcnts, and agreeable lo my taste- None can sajpl 
that these arguments are the oiCsjving of fanalicuMB 
m enthusiastic viBion. They are 3. few disintfrestf^^ 
jTblilical reasons, collecled as it were lo a fo«j^| 
where thanEinds might be adduced, to demon stnl^H 
the deleterious tendenties of nmlrishing slavcfy in^^ 
republic. Here, however, I noatd beg leave to iraii- 
scrlbe a cogent paragraph from my " Address to tie 
irhabitania of Chrialendom," page 172. " These are 
seriooB conaideraiions, whatever oppresiors or their 
^bettors, persons judicially infatuated ,may think: 
there is a minule account of all their barbarltie* in 

. the records of eternity. And n-oc to all tyrants, des- 
poil and appressots, when the accounts are setUed: 
or to use the language of scripture, when they are 
weighed in the balance, for ihey doubtless will b« j 
found wanting. The most pqpulous and famoil* HI- 4 
tiotia of antiquity have been called to a teckotiinQ 
and the moat haughty kingdoms have m 
when the balance was struck, Were unenligt 
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nations punished, and punished vi^ith severity; and 
can the enlightened escape with impunity? Such a 
•upppsition, the justice of the Almighty forbids, ns 
blasphemy against the rectitude of heaven. Be as- 
smredt k is not the benediction of a prelate, the elo- 
quent speech of a potentate, or the proclamation of 
, a prime minister, that will repay the blood of India* 
requite the xnretchedness of Africa»or appease the an- 
ger of heaven -.SEaiovs solemn consider a^ 

TIONS.*' 

This paragraph is applicable to American as weias 
European despots, for the Antediluvian law, ^' whoso 
sheddeth man's blood,by man shall his blood be shed" 
18 now as much as ever in full force; but admitting* 
for argument's sake, that our antecedent assertions 
are fallacious, the subsequent reasons will be sufnc- 
iently weighty to consolidate our hypothesis, ami 
prove the impolicy of slavery to a demonstration. It 
is unanimously allowed by friends and foes that the 
federal union of the states is radically the palladium 
of the American republic : dissolve that compact, ana 
we become a prey to intestine commotion, foreign 
influence and sanguinary invasion. By the consti- 
tution of the United States, it is provided that " re- 
presentatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several states, which may be included in 
the union, according to their respective numbers, 
which shaU be determined by adding to thfi whole 
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YTumber of free persons, including those bound toser' 
vice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three fifths of all other persons. This princi- 
ple evidently secures' to the qualified votets of a state 
possessing slaves, the right of choosing a greater 
number of repcesentativest in proportion to the free 
citizens, than is enjoyed by the citizens of a state, 
who from honourable and virtuous motives, refuse to 
participate in the barbarous oppression and slavery of 
their fellow creatures; so that 20,000 proprietors of 
50 flOO ikves have a voice in the elections equivalent 
to that of 50,000 free persons who are destitute of 
this species of property. The admission of this del- 
eterious principle into our national compact, was un- 
questionably the dictate of necessity. The members 
of the convention from the eastern states consented 
to it as a choice of difficulties, preferring a partial sa- 
crifice of their rights, with the chance of future reme- 
<ly, to the hazard of losing the whole constitution. In 
'he same spirit, the principle was supported in the 
3tate convention, by the best talents in the northern 
s^tates- The number of slaves in the southern states, 
according to the last census, is 847,748, exclusive of 
several thcrusands recently imported from Africa. 
Now deducting from the prefixed number two-fifths, 
the remainder gives to their tyrants the right of elect- 
ing 15 representatives, and the number exceeds by 
•nc, the whole number to which New-Hampshire, 



tland, and Connecticut together are entitled 
iber of representatives apportioned to all the 
1 states is 35; so that the negro votes aloner 
i of electors and members of congress, bear ^ 
on to the votes of all the free citizens of the 
1 states of 15 to 35 I ask* any man, friend 
*this just or generous; and the misfortune is, 
I inequality is constantly accumulating in fa- 
he slave traders and owners. This assertion 
)roved to a demonstration by comparing the 



>••• •••••• 



J€ Citizens of the nortbem states do not viisb fa 
ir children a prey to anarchy, intrigue^ and in' 
nmotion, they should by all means endeavor to 
this glaring inequality, tohich utidonbtedly is 
with inevitable sonsequences both to the federal 
• civil liberty; for they are as much better quali- 
trrect this defect at present, them their progeny 
tbly be hereafter, as one compared to one hun- 
n n&V) a general vievi of the population of the 
be relative situation of certain states toith each 
d the predo7ninant policy (f certain southern 
I demonstrate, that the representatiw principle, 
shed by the constitution, has given to Virginia^' 
incipal of the ^southerr states, a preponderating 
in our national affairs. That this infiuenct 
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last census, wiili that which preceded it: by this CQjs-: 
parison it will appear that the population of the north- 
ern states has increased in a ratio of 22 per cents 
while 'the number of slaves in the southern states 
progressed in a ratio of thirty-Bve per cent. In alj 
these states without exception, the slaves have ama- 
zingly increased; but in a much greater ratio in the 
new than in the old states. It must be remember^ 
by the by, that it is not by propagation, but by impor- 






"Mill be improved to the total ruin, as it is nam hnprOO' 
td to tie injury of the no? tbern states^ is as plain to me 

as a« by c. That this Hhill be the case vsttbout a spee^ 
remedy ^ is already ascertained from the history of the 
'viorld in general, and the ^evss in particular. As this 
harbarous principle tuhich allows slave holders nMrepatO' 
er aud privileges according as they precipitate more of 
the human family into inexpressible misery^ luat assentS 
tc, by the nor.hern delegates with reluctance, antL-^n aC' 
count qf^ circumstances , :# is certain, it should be n§ 
longer binding than nvhile other states should adhere to 
ii>e principles of liberty and equality on ivhicb the gene- 
', al government is erected, and vchicb should countervail 
'his unjust and ungenerous inequality. Then since wt 
find that the operation of tljJx principle hw^ already becontf 
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tatton they are increased. The barbarous treatment 
they have to endure from their brutal tyrants, which 
1 have circumstantially delineated in my '* Prelimi- 
nary Essay/' precludes rhe possibility of their propa- 
^tion; for even tlie tender mercies of a slave-holder 
aie cruel indeed. ...How extremely wretched then^ 
must be the state of those unfortunate persons, who 
are forever consigned to the fury of such characters* 
as sheep are delivered to tlie ruthless butcher. When 
I rofiect on what I myfclf have seen them endure, 
the sympathetic commiseration ind painful sensations 
I anticipate, language is not sufHciently sonorous to 

express. 

V Wherefore, through the instrumentality of smug- 
glers alone, in Georgia the number of slaves has more 
Aid doubled; in Kentucky they have increased from 



.40 injurious to the eastern states ^ that, by its means ^ their 
influence is literally anibilated; that they are at this ?no- 
ment the tnere colonies of Firginiat vbo, notwithstanding ^ 
is very naturally still farther preparing the means of per 
petuating her ascendancy (or if you please, supremacy ! ) 
by procuring amendments fa'oourable to her ovin vie'n'^i* 
We mayf therejorct reasonably expect at a futile period^ 
unlesi cogent measures be taken, that the body politic 
Viillfiel as vsell as kncfo, that supremacy in a stats :V 
f^structtQn to a rebitblic^ 

a a 2 
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South-Carolina, and to the eternal disgrace 
body politic, the slave trade is renewed and fac 
to a most deplorable extent; myriads, of u 
men, women and children, victims to legal ba 
are periodically imported into the American 
lie, who, though destitute of right themselves, 
<luccd to a level with the brute creation, }ec tL 
ter upon their purchasers the paramount ri^ 
^uftrage and of sovereignty, and every five of 
-ipon any difference of policy or division of vo 
twcen tlie south and the north* may be consid 
effectually balancing the votes of two freeho 
New-blngland. There are many more radic 
attending this inequality,! which the brevity 



fVf 



• 77je peoptie certainly mutt be judicially inft 
n:l'o cannot see the init^ity, the fatality ^ as Viell 
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plan forbids us to particularize. There is one, how- 
ever, of peculiar magnitude, which I must notice, and 
it will prove, beyond a doubt, that Virginia is with 
t^..,lBng and steady strides, securing supreme influence. 
|j.I would, here, if my readers would pardon the di- 
f*. gtesaion, observe, that candor forbids me to think, 
mncb less assert, that the principal characters of the 
stftie of Virginia, men of profound erudition, or the 
niRU of its citizens, plot the introduction of anarchy 
or innovation* Their souls would no doubt, recoil 
with horror at the idea of intestine commotion; in- 
fltead-of anticipating a crisis which would inevitably 
prove fatal to themselves as well as their opponents* 
but whoever will reflect upon the depravity of hu« 
nan nature for a moment, will see the danger of in« 
trusting even the best of men with power. What is 
the reason that millions of the human family despise 
the unspeakable blessings of vital religion and civil H- 
berty^...The reason is obvious; the professors of botK 
while kept in a state of mediocrity, are sincere; but 
when exalted, forget themseWes— disgrace the best 
of causes, and forsooth, prove hypocrites and dema- 
gogues. In the space of ten years, I have not seen 
or heard of but two men who were exalted in a poli- 
tical point of view, and retained their integrity; and 
^•hose love of liberty was superior to their love of 
power and popularity: namely Mr. Washington and 
Mr. Jeffersfln. I have not known an individual in ^^ 

\ 
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iny life, and Mr. Wesley affirms, that in sixtjr 
years he did not know six religious persons that 
were exalted temporally, but degenerated spiritual!/ 
and though they retained the sheir, lost the kernel of 
religion. Those who consider the nature of pridt 
and the treachery of the human heart, will not be 
liiurprised at this recital- Hence I believe, one exalt- 
ed state may excite a tempest that all the states can 
never allay. 

But it should be remembered, that each state has 
two votes in the Senate of the United Statest that 
;hc catalogue of new states has been extended 
by the policy of Virginia, and that her local situation 
gives her an unlimited control over the inunense 
wejtcrn territory . which will be divided into states 
at her pleasure, and will realise towards her, from 
the time of their birch, the affections and prejudices 
of children towards a parent. The country recentlj 
purchased for 15,000,000 dolls. (Louisiana,) of an im- 
ir.t asurable extent, will facilitate the augmentation of 
the number of slates, and that they will be enemies 
10 the iJ^hiG of man. The official communication 
rf our minibier in France, will demonstrate the fact, 
vi/s. ** That it can be cultivated with slaves only." 
iVe are abo informed, that the centre of this new 
A.'juired world is further from us, than some of the 
v>st-India Islands, and that some parts are moie 
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nt than Europe; that the fertility and natural 
ntages of the territory already explored invite a 
I population. The settlements already organized 
aid to contain a motley race of all nations and'* 
afford a secure asylum for hordes of fogttivca 
vagabonds, whose emigration will tend to conso. 
e slavery, and whose business it will be, to drive 
la: and when assimilated to American citizens^ 

: will they, or rather what will they not accom- 
\ Thus will the Virginian policy entrench itself" 

id the most formidable ramparts—'States will b^ 
iplied at her pleasure, with as much ezpecUtion as 
Tships are incorporated in the northern states, an^|» 
:ed with voters more easily than the -rational vota- 
»f liberty can stock their farms with cattle. Does 
t inconteitihly result, that these cirsumstancea 

an unavoidable tendency to deprive the north- 

tates of all interest and consideration in the na. 

1 government, and so accelerate the annihilation 

e federal union, the palladium of our constitu- 

Every person not blinded by interest or preju- 

must see, that, without indefatigable exertions, 
itizens of the northern states will be engulphed 
'Ortex of politics and interests alien to their own» 
that the voices of their repren^atives will b^ 
ncd amidst the jargon of cowskin delegates, 
;n by negroes, their drivers, and African slave- 
rs. I ask once more, in the name of common 
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sense^ when 1,500,000 slaves more are imported to 
cultivate Louisiana, and which are every week np« 
dly. arriving, what will become of the interests, the 
unalienable rights and natural privileges of the noHli* 
em states \ Where shall we find the liberty and ii^ 
dependence for which the patriots of 76 fought and 

bled For which the revolution was begun... .Or, 

where shall we find the federal equality which it wis 
the object of the present constitudon to guaia&tee! 
Behold the French Republic and the democracies of 
antiquity, and we need not be at a loss for an answer. 
Some of them who depended on their own intrin^ 
^rce, have fallen a prey to factious demagogues aid 
anarchy* Some who had confederated for motusl 
defence, have been rent asunder, owing to the aii- 
bition of the great to tyrannize over the less; and 
what accelprated their downfall was the blind confix 
dence which they had in their flatterers. All these 
republics have flitted away, and like blood-stained 
spectres, pursued by an angry demon; or like tha(^t« 
less children deceived by the fraudful kidnappexv- to 
their ruin, have been precipitated together into one 

horrid abyss of despotism This, no doubt, iBOSt 

be in the nature of things, the fate of America* un- 
less we shun the rocks on which they split. Even ad- 
mitting, that there is no God to redress the grievan- 
ces of the oppressed here, nor justice to punish thte 
cruel oppressor hercpfter. 
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From the arguments already adduced it will appear 
evideot to every person, not contaminated hj local 
prejudice, (and the angel Gabriel himselfj could noc 

convince inch characters) that there never was a 
time* when it was more necessary for the friends 

of liberty to watch continental intrigues more cii 

cumspectly than the present, and to distinguish the 

politics of individual states from the politics of the 

natioii. It is the love I bear my fellow creatures, the 

desire I feel for tlieir happiness, and the solicitude I 

involuntarily feel for the honour of human na- 

turOi that stimulates me to think and writ on politic!^* 

For I have naturally, neither inqlinatinn nor desire 

to discuss such topics- I have prefeircd poverty v/ich 

virtue to affluence with villany, and do unifornrily 

avoid all parties and party connexions, tiihtr lu 

church or state, and finally T seeK a peaceful asyium 

in the shades of obscurity. 



• There never xvas a pcriml since the CieaUon */ il' 
vjorlJ, no&en wars, rutnors of ivars, pest Hence t znu.r 
dattontt earthquake:: y rebellions ^ revolutions^ li-ere *.. 
prevalent as at the present: 2.nd never ivas oppre*\uon, 
mioienee, injustice, and in short, every lind of aLoiiii- 
nation so gigantic as it is in this generation, It seeim 
to be the preliminary to the glorious MiUenium.- anii 
little ch religious and political hypocrite':, thUc^f^bllcai 

bb2 
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Thedegeneracy of France and the hypoeiiiy of her 
tyrant, has entirely changed matters in Europe, and 
given civil liberty a mortal wound. All the despoti 
in the world are combining against her, and nothing 
but a reciprocal union can give sufficient security a- 
gainst their intrigues. What a pity it is» that th^ 
nations of Christendom are not as anxious to ex. 
terminate this greatest of all judgments, sanguinary 
warfare, from the world, as they are to promote it ! 
How easy might this be done, if governments wer^ 
^^ a pacific turn ; but alas ! the contrary is the case 

—stubborn facts prove it to be so What impov" 

erishes thousands of families and makes millions 
of wretched orphans? War, bloody vaarf What a 
glorious reformation, it would be, if a general 
congress or pacific republic was organized by aJl 
nations, for the purpose of precluding the necessity 
of war, by accommodating all disputes amicably 
which might arise between nation and nation. How 
^asy might a court of arbitration thus formed, by a 
delegate from each civilised nation, settle every 
foolish misunderstanding, which too frequently is th^ 



unhelic%trs, and the long blacM catalogue of oppresaon^ 

hinkf that "ivbile they are eagerly filing up the mea* 

«'we of tbcir cthnsc^ they aaelfr^tc that- auificio^ 
firicJ, 
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cause of the loss of thousands of useful Isvief ■ and 
millions of treasure. Such a plan wovld reduce 
taxmtioh in some natioBS| at least 100 per cent, less 

than it is at present; 

As the American government is the only free one 
in tbt world, like a city placed on a hill» she should 
show a pattern of political rectitude and pacific mod. 
eration to a world of despots and slaves- No nation 
can boast so fair an origin. The proudest govern- 
noent in the old world originated from individual 
jruffians and murderers, or united bands of them. 
But the first settlement of America was with honor* 
able patriots. We should not therefore disgrace our 
origin by our imbecility or hypocnsy. The eminence 
on which our republic stands.... ..the vast prospect 

before us. ..the eager eyes of million^ of enlightened 

slaves in Europe placed upon us* The millions of 

families plunged in unutterable misery and distress in 

Europe to maintain despots in their extravagance and 
exalt their flatterers. All these circumstances, and 
many more that the philanthropic heart will ex 
hibit to view, must conspire to impress every real 
patriotic American with tender emotions, and must 
excite their commiseration in a high degree, to 
see it in our power to teach mankind to be happy; 
to shew them by example as well as precept, that 
they may be so if they will^ should command 

our reaction and gratitudie. iUi ta3.t\k\svd %v«i ^3aA. 
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heroes of America triumplt over advemty» and. 
may all nations see her equally virtuous m pros. 
perity. National reputation possesses a cbann 
which commands the respect and veneration dF 
both friends and foes. The circumstances attemfing 
the American revolution have contributed more to 
enlighten mankind, and diffuse a spirit of fre ed om 
and liberality through all nations, than any poUdcal 
event antecedent or subsequent to it. May h^N«a 
forbid then, that a single blot from any quarter . 
whatever, should ever tarnish such a glorioai 
cause; may it ever be beyond the power of calumT 
tij to throw the least reflection on our hoiaour asm 
nation. Character is much easier kept than recov- 
ered; and that enemy, foreign or domestic, individo 
ual or state, who lends unseen his hand to i njore 
h, inflicts a wound he never can heal; he takes a 
jewel which never can enrich him, bat makes the 
nation poor indeed. As United States we may 
conquer a world of enemies. As individual states, - 

we must become an easy prey to every foe. It 
is our interest, and should be our pride to be re* 

tognized by no other name than citizens of America, 

and our grand object should be, to guard with jealous 

care the federal union, that great palladium of our 

honour, liberty and safety; its intrinsic value and 

sovereign utility can never be duly appreciated; un" 

Vss£ we should unhappily forego this political blessioj; 
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»e cursed with the loss of it The most^ef' 

lI way to* defend it is, by individual states 
ng up local privileges, which are in the nature of 
B injurious to the whole nation. The states are 
men in society ; something must always be 
:d up, in order to make the whole secure; for 
relinquishments consolidate public happiness. 

1 order to secure the affections, and unite 
nterests of the citizens, not of the individual 

I, but the United States, (the title which keeps, 

i'hich alone can keep the world, and particularly 

'orld of enemies in awe) and finally draw and 

the mind of the country together, the dia- 

il principle, which confers such a superabund- 
of the paramount rights of suffrage and sover- 
{t upon a part of the citizens, accordingly as 

snslave and murder their fellow men, to the 
injury of the virtuous and honourable part of 

y this infernal practice, (which I again deli- 

in order to expose it,) must be relinquished, or 
nion must be dissolved, i. e. if the spirit of '76 
completely obliterated oat of the breasts of the 
ns of the north ; for it is not only an insult to 
ion sense, but degrading them to cowards, to 
fie, that they tamely see their sacred unaliena • 
;hts infringed by importations from Guinea, 
ere was recently an amendment made to tkn 

tution'respecting the election of president of th^ 

c c 
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United States. Why not amend the princrple allod' 
ed to? The constitution has provided ways and meapj 
to amend its own defects. Why not embrace this 
constitutional privilege, and eradicate this shameful 
inequality? Is it not more eligible to accommodate 
any misunderstanding that may exist between the dif- 
ferent states, in this way, than to do it by the force 
of arms? Surely this would produce anarchy a«d in- 
testine commotion, and who in such an event will be 
the greatest sufferers ? I answer, and I tremble while 
I answer.... Oppressors ! For how could they stand 
with injured innocence behind them, alias their in- 
furiated slaves, and virtuous patriotism before them, 
alias their insulted fellow citizens? who, perhaps, in 
order to transmit to their children and their children's 
children, that unadulerated freedom and rational lib? 
erty for which they fought and bled, are necessitated 
to take up the sword of virtuous defence, and prove 
*tue to themselves ....their children, and the world of 
T.ankir.d, by transmitting, with every mark of hoa- 
ourable conveyance, the iiiheritance they established 

to posterity. 

These simplified cfinsiderations, merit th e atten- 
tion of all who are real friends to civil liberty, and 
cur incomparable cor.oiitution, aiid to the interest and 
tranquility of the country at large. At any rate, no 
injury can arise from an attempt to preclude the in- 



NOTES. 245 

»mong the states. No individual family, ^^ 
bould have a preponderating influence in go- 
nt, as it is the property of the nation, to whom 
[)onsible, by whom it is supported, and whose 
s it is bound to secure* It is not, nor indeed, 
nature of things can be, the property of an 
lal family or state ; atid though in some conn- 
tias been usurped into an inheritance; yet, fhis 
liter the na:ure of things; make wrong right 
It wrong ! as sovereinty belongs exclusively to 

on, it is certain the commanity has an inhe- 
defeasible right to abolish «iiy political prin- 
ay, even the government itself, wheneve 
d it is inconvenient, and alter, or recognize 
s to accord with their interests, happiness and 
rcumstances. 

Id the alarm which is so generally felt, result- 
n the revival of the slave-trade in America, 
e purchase of Louisiana, which will take at 

5,000,000 of slaves to cultivate it, and the 

an minister afHmis; that it can only bb cul- 

E*by slaves! '* 

, admitting our fears to be only imaginary our 

;nt8 futile, and the prospects before us a mere 
5till| no inconvenience can result from a pru- 

caution. But if we are really in danger, from 
l>itioas projects of an aspiring state } from the 
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avaricious procedure of the advocates ot' slaxery.*....* 
Let us not aggravate the misfortune, by the emission 
of any constitutional means of shunning such formi- 
dable calamities. 

I have enlarged this note to a much greater lengdi 
than I expected; impressed with a real solicitude 
for the honour, safety, and happiness of my fellow 
citizens, and the government which is their greatest 
boast and admiration of the world. The subject 
matter I conceive to be of the most interesting na- 
ture, though unmethodically arranged, and my last ad- 
monition to my compatriots is, That they may ever 
bear in mind, that in a free government, when public 
faith and virtue droop, the republic begins to nod to 
its fall, and without a speedy reformation, will inevi- 
tably crumble into ruins. According to my political 
creed, a virtuous individual is in miniature, what a 
government of them is in magnitude. The best in- 
dividual, who forsakes the paths of rectitude and vir* 
tue, and plunges into wickedness, accelerates his 
own ruin, and his antecedent comforts foregoes; and 
thus the best governments on earth tliat wilfully for- 
sake the paths of political rectitude, who wink at vil* 
lany and patronise fraud, either virtually or literally* 

undermine the foundation on which they are erected, 
and facilitate their certain downfall* The prcmaiHr^* 
fate of the governiircnts of antiqnityj will prove th*; 
val'-'^itv of thi*'- u--"^rtiop to a •Icmop'itrr.t'on, and vv* 
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iclude several in modem times; prticidariy 
tngo, which should be a sufficient waming to 
,tsof America, to desist wpttdHy ftom x com- 
•egnant with the ?eedi of inet^table de stfw.. 
I they should never forget the old proverb, 
<< that opportunity lost can never be recall" 



Page 24, line S6. 

s not void of hospitaUtf. 

nhabitants of Congo are eoihiently civil,cote« 
d very hospitable to strangers. They believe ' 
7od, the Author of all things ; they conceive 
t>e a munificent Being, and that he requires 
tures to be such. They appear, likewise, to 
onfnsed apprehension of a future state. Such 
generosity, that a beggar is not to be seen in 
i;doin. Theft is punished by confiscation, but 
r with death ; and the delinquents' bodies are 
the birds and beasts of prey to be devoured* 
s considered as a great disgrace and puni^- 

They discover a good understanding ; are re« 
»le for the respect children pay to their pa« 
7ives to their husbands, &c. Finally, they are 
St philanthropic people I ever was among »— 
I had an opportunity to prove, while travelling 
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»Ione ia their woods* tt a particular period, depend- 
ing upon their bounty for my support, and bein^ lolly 
in their power. I have found them (I solenuily de- 
clare) more hospitable than many profeuoM of mU- 
gion in Euroj^ or America. 

Page 39, Line 5th. 

Hawkins by name, Ire. 

It was about the year 1551, that the EngUah com- 
menced their trade to Guinea. Some time after this, 
Sir John Hawkins equipped a little fleet to trade for 
slaves. He landed a number of men, armed widi 

swords and lances» (lances being at that time gener- 
ally used in Europe, as ^ell as Africa) to take the in- 
habitants by force, and burn their town : but they 
met with such resistance, that they lost nearly as ma- 
ny of their own men as they took slaves. Finding 
this method too dangerous, they contrived a mors 
compendious way, by prevailing on the natives to 
make war on each other, and sell tbem their prison* 
ers for trinkets, rum, warlike apparatus, &c. Till 
this period, the natives seldom had any wars; where* 
as, now they are continually enveloped in all the hor- 
rors of sanguinary warfare, instigated by European 
speculators. 
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Paob 101^ Hne 22» 

waste, &c. 

isequent narmtive of a battle between the 
Africa, prior to my arrival there, was rela« 
Ebo kmg^ to a citizen of America, who was 
slaves. 

of hunters from one of the remote towmi 
> country, had pursued their game beyond 
Gaila king considered hit boundary, and 
>y a party of the latter people, likewise 
rhey now commenced a pursuit of tfte 
had nearly been run down by the Ebo peo- 

re not successful i fof one of the Ebo hun« 
t it down with his spear. The Galla hun« 
: to appropriate it to themselves s a fraj 
i of the Galla people was killed, the rest 
ht, and the game brought off in triumph, 
eral of the Ebo people were wounded se- 
ries were highly enraged. The Galla king 
rmy, invaded the countryy burned two vU« 
ied off some cattle, and a few prisoners^ 
}ld for slaves. The Ebo people were ter* 
the first successes of the enemy ; they aU 
asiderable force to oppose them ; several 
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" actions were fought, but the Ebo king was 
the sufferer in each, that his army was near! 

ed. The Galla king encouraged hj these 
and relying too much on the weakness oi 
people, formed the resolution of sfA>jugt 
whol& country to his rule. For this purpuc 
lected all his forcei and spreading desola 
passed, crossed the great swamp to the N. 
der to avoid the circuit of the upper laCnds 
^eady approached within the distance of tl 
of the capital, where all the fugitives of tl 
ted towns had taken refuge. 

The city could be approached only by a n 
file, through which the river passed, leaving 
that side next the city ; or by attempting 
over the hills and through the woods, by 
had entered. The 6aUa chief preferred th 
a party of the Ebo people who had escaped 
dage, communicated the design; and the 
chief took his measures accordingly. He c 
body of 200 picked men, supported by a bo 
more, to guard the pass on the side next to 
my. Over these as the reserve, he appointi 
est son, and his own brother ; the rest of 
he led himself, in two divisions : his second 
ing the left, in which his principal wives 
brothers, were distributed. 

The king shewed nne the spot where \ 
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staticn. It was an elevated spot of ground, covered 
with large shady trees, inaccessible to the front ; uut 
overlooking the whole plain beloM'i wiUi which it 
communicated by two paths at some distance to the 
right and left. A path was opened, and a line of men 
stretched along the top of the hill, to the edge of this 
pass, to which he paid constant attention. 

The Galla people attempted to march before sun 
rise, but a large fire suddenly appearing on their right, 
at the distance of about half a mile, occasioned tlicm 
to halt : it ceased in a few minutes, but had the effect 

of dispiriting the Galla people ; who marched on 
however, about an hour after. They advanced ra- 
pidly, and soon descried the troops under the king's 
eldest son, ready to receive them. The Galla people 
began the attack by a discharfic of arrows, wliich 
was returned by the Ebo party ; and followed by a 
fecond flight, before the Galla army expected it — 
The Galla warriors then brandished their lances, cl'.- 
sed their ranks, and made a vigorous attack on the 
king's army, who being unprepared, threw by thei;- 
bows, and cloned in a compact body to receive then. 
witfi their spears. This opposition was short, for th'. 
Ebo party fled into the narrow part of the pass, tiR i 
panic struck, the Galla people pursuing them. Tl.f 
two parties of the Ebo army now rallied on the inno 
side of a sloping ground ; and as the Galla pcopi-. 
crowded through the pass to pursue them, the oIr 

c c 'I 
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chief sallied from his recess, and commqoiccd the at- 
tack in the rear. The battle was now earned on «i& 

the gpreatest vigour on both sides. The .Eho annir 
being sensible that this was their last and only hope^ 
fought with desperation ; while the Galla troops, sa 
less instigated by the desire of victory and plunder 
exerted themselves to the utmost. The slaughter 
was terrible for a considerable time ; the Galla people 
however, at last gave way, and fled in imsnense num- 
bers to the river, among the foremost of whofn was 
their chief. He, however, rallied his troops on the 
plain, in front of their camp. The nnmbers killed 

already exceeded that of the Ebo artny ; what te- 
maitied was still as numerous. The old Ebo chief 
determined to pursue his success, while his people 
uere dated, and marched into the plain ; fate as yet 
ficeming to hold the balances of victory. 

The attack was made by the eldest son, but he waa 
met wiih such warmth and intrepidity by the enemy. 
that his ranks gave way. He called aloud to them* 
and drawing a circle round him with his sword, de- 
clared, he never would quit the spot but with victoiy. 
The people roused by his bravery, returned to the 
wl.urge, but before they could rescue him, he fell, co- 
vered with wounds, and run through with lances.— 
V/hen his younger brother appeared, having carried 
:n before him on the left, a more desperate action 
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ensued ; the shouting of women* and children enllv* 
ened the Ebo people, when the arrival of the old chief 
and his brother, with their divisioos, decided the vie 
tOTf in their favor. The enemy fought with desper. 
mlion» but the old chief having attacked them -in the 
rear» no hope remained, and they who did not prefer 
death* were made captives. Seven hundred were 
taken prisoners, those who had remained in the Galla 
camp to guard against surprise* took to flight ; num - 
hers of them were taken by the women and scattered 
inhaEitants, who pursued them for two days. The 
king but with few followers, effected his escape with 
nvch dilculty, while most of the principal warrior^ 
were among the captives. 

■ The Ebo king lost, beside his eldest son, his bro- 
ther who fell ill the conflict, and three of his wives* 
The old man conducted me to the spot, and I could 
not but be sensibly affected at the tenderness which 
he displayed, when speaking of them on this £cene 
of their valour and death. He appeared to me oa this 

occasion, in point of view very different from what 



• The stout young vjonien engage in wast oftbe expt^ 
ditions throughout the lubole country, Tbit being an ex- 
traordinary occationt and utttr ruin or conquest being tie 
oniy atternatite, the young bays and girlefoUf/Vstd thei;' 
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be had at any time before ; &o that I esteemed tb« 
'man obw^ whom I before considered a^3 the savage. 

[Hawkins' Voyages, page 79L 
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Page 12, line 16. 

And save them from, &c. 

I do not here by any means pass a reflection on any 
denominatinn of people ; for I love all men indiscri- 
minately, especially good men, and without distinc- 
tion : yet I consider it as absurd to profess religion 

wiibout Christian philanthropy in the heart, as it 
would be in a plougliman, unacquainted with hit 
a. b, c, to prctenil to be a proficient in literature. 
ICviry body I.nows, or ought to know, that pure tove 
to God aiid n.av is the quintessence of religion ; and 
hv:'.v»ii's king gives us n any opportunities to pTOve 
the \aiidii) oi" oiir love to God, Oy our humility, obc- 
dicne and lesi^wauon, ana lo our neighbours, by our 
benevolence, liu.spuality ,and sympathetic philan- 
tiiiopy. 



•• •• • . 1 



ia'f.ts tu tL'ls act'jv.f amUonUibiUtd by tbclr presence ttt 
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) many modern professors proxre the validity 
r religion, multitudes of sceptics and .infidel8» 
pious exultation declare. The want of the true 
e in Christians, has made more proselytes to 
and enemies to revelationy than any other 
ivhatever : whereas the unparalleled chari- 
the primitive Christians, made more con- 
Christlanitj, than all their preaching. View- 
r love and friendship for mankind in general, 
:ir brethren in particular, the astonished hea- 
7ere constrained to exclaim, S^e bow these 
w love / They not only professed, but by tneit 
proved, that their love to mankind was'unsul- 
vent and sincere ; and without this \cve or 
, it is impossible for persons, (no matter what 
ofessions or pretensions may be) to encer the 

n of God, which I will prove to a f?emonstra- 
om one single argument. The immaculate 
&nd Saviour of the world haa posit ivel} and 
\\y declared, that he will make use of these 
il addresses, and apply them without defalca- 
the whole human family, convened at the ge- 
udgment seat the last day ; ** Depart from 
cursed ; for I was an hungered, and ye took 
in ; naked, and ye clothed me not ; I was 
id ye visited me not ; I was in prison, and ye 
ot unto me." — Or thus : " Come }'«e blessed 
•"ather ; for I was an hungered, and ye gave 
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xne meat ; I vas thirsty, and ye gave me drink » 
I was a stranger and ye took me in, naked and ye 
elotked me ; I was sick and ye visited me ; I was in 
prison and ye came nnto me." How solemn the day 
—how speedy its approach—how horrible the sen. 
tence» Depart— How exhilarating the inv.itatioB» 
Come. Were I to ask the character, professor or 
profane, who lives in the habitual neglect of dieit 
good works, if he expected to go to heaven when he 
died, he would no doubt answer in the affirmative' 
Were I to ask him at the same time, if he supposed 
the Almighty could, on any consideration be prevailed 
upon to tell a lie, he would answer in the negative* 
What a contradiciion in terms and ideas ! What an 
insult to cotYimon sense ! What a burlesque ! A person 
who believes in the scriptures, to suppose that the 
just judge of quick and dead will or can declare a pal- 
pable falsehood in the presence of assembled worlds 
The bare supposition is blasphemy against the veraci' 
ty of heaven. Can any delinquent, by way of ezcase» 
plead want of opportunity or ability ? It is in^possible. 
Cannot the poor cast in his mite, or with tears of 
Bympathetic commiseration^ and words of consolation. 
at least endeavour to alleviate the distresses of the 

needy ? Yes, and consequently to the poor, as well as 
the rich, the foregoing address will be applicable. 
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Pace 99. line 5. 

So shall our arms, &c. 

Xouvertuie, no doubt, felt all the enthusiastic dre 

joi liberty glowing within his capacious bosom, at 

diis awful crisis, which the degpraded and miserable 

snbjects of France experienced when they ^rst willed 

to be free. 

. The French revolutiooi with the concomitant cir- 
cumst ances attending it, was certainly a great phe- 
nomenon, especially in the political world. Whe'^ 
we reflect upon the exordium which prefaces 
^e declaration of the rights of men and citizens, pro. 
mnlgated by the national assembly of France ; when 
we reflect on the subject matter of that declaration,* 
»nd the majestic appearance of a nation opening its 
commission under the auspices of heaven; shaking off 
its shackles, discarding its local prejudices and senti- 
mental prepossessions, and resolving to be free, we 
are struck with amazement; particularly when w® 
keep in mind the prostituted state of politics in £u- 



•TAe reader 'mill find this declaration transcribed verba ■ 
tinit in my *• Desultory Letter to Napoleon Bonmpartc" 

£fgc 272. i 
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^^ at that time. When we take a tetrotpective 
view of the thousands, nay millions, who were sacri- 
ficed to accelerate and consolidate the organization 
of the French republic, we are not surprised; for the 
instant we enquire the reason so many persons were 
slaughtered at the revolution, we find an answer by 
taking a view of the degraded state of the ignorant 
snob or swinish multitude* They arise as the natural 
consequences of despotism, and are the fruits of legal 
barbarity. In all arbitrary governments, in order to 
exalt some men, many are debased, till the whole is 

out of nature. 

While the artificial nobleman is consnming thou- 
sands sterling out of the public taxes to maintain his 
superiority, his domestics, and his concubines are 
magnificently dressed, his horses and his hounds are 

luxuriantly fed, a great extent of land is appropriated 
as a park for him to hunt in, while the annual pro. 
duction of grain is not equal to the national consump- 
tion. Finally, he spends his life in affluence, luxury, 
and dissipation, but cannot enjoy even what he pos- 
sesses, as abundance cloys, while mediocrity satisfies. 
The noblanan, by nature^ has to cultivate an acre or 
two of his land, for which he pays an extravagant 
rent, labors incessantly, lives poorly, and is insujted 
daily; his taxes high, his tythes higher, and the impo 
lious tone of his noble lord highest. His children art 
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raised with degradation, without information, or any 
prospect, but vassalage with contaoiinations for as 
the poor, though' noble man has to pay taxes even for 
his bread and salt, as well as every other commodity, 
and pay tythes, for all he possesses, however little, he 
can scarcely feed, much less educate his offspring, 
with all his industry; they are consequently reduced 

below the state of savages; for they have but few 
wants, and nature supplies them : but the poor, igno* 
mnt, untaught, vulgar multitude, have many wants^ 
and no means to supply them, but by robbery or re. 
bellioa. Hence so many, not of the rich, but of the 
|K>or, are daily executed; and hence, in revolutions, 
these poor unhappy persons are as furious as bears 
robbed of their cubs. In shprt, the evils and miseries 
attending despotism and aristocracy, are so many 
and various, that it would take volumes to contain 
tbem. I am astonished out of measure, when I see 
people, and poor people too, in America, attcmping 
to vindicate the rights of those right honourable and 
right reverend tyrants, to oppress their fellow men^ 

and grind the face of the poor I think, at times, 

they deserve to feel the iron hand of despotism them- 
selves... .then the/ would know better. When I con- 
template the natural dignity of man, who was made 
the image of God; and at the same time view a vast 
mass of jmankindjdegradingly thrown back in the hum- 
an picture,to bring forward with gres^ter glare, th^sia^ 
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meats of Europe^ we will see that despotiffm was tlie 
radical cause of all of them. Taxation, however dis- 
guised in the means, always appears iti the efi^t.— 
As a gpreal part of the community are reduced there- 
by to penury and want, they are consequently always 

OB the brink of commotion. Ignorant and depraved 
MM they unhappily are, without any prospect but 
wretchedness before themf and without any informa. 
tion, or the means to g^in any, farther than, to know 
and feel that their oppressors and tyrants are exalted 
and exalting themselves at their expence ; conse- 
qoently, they are easily heated to outrage, and are as 
easily executed by their enemies when they are heat- 
ed.. The one thousandth part of the money expend- 
ed, to aggrandize ajid support despotism, is more than 
flufficient to educate all the poor orphans, and sup- 
port comfortably all the superannuated poor in a na- 
tson, and these who are the most helpless are the 
greatest sufferers ; but I will go further and affirm, 

that the one third of the civil list of the raetamor- 
|lbosed Napoleon, is sufficient to provide comfortably 
for every poor person in Paris, and the same might be 
said of other countries. There is no ruler, no matter 
what his title is, for they are nothing but nicknames 
at the best, earns more than 35,000 dollars annually, 
which is the salary of our president, who I conceive 
o be a more useful, ingenuous* disinterested and bet- 
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tcr informed ruler than any other in the world.* This 
every one must acknowledge, that allows patriotic 
actions to speak louder than hypocritical pretensions. 
It is barbarously wicked for any indiyidnal to ace e p 
or any go\'ernment to appropriate millions for the 
support of rulers, when thousands would be more 
than enough. The iniquity of such practices is great- 
ly enhanced, when we reflect that the poor, with ill 



* While I feel the most implacable indigfiattcn and 

disgust at the despot, loho robs hit cottntty andjelkm 

men of their dear eat rights and natural privileges, I can 
scarcely avoid ahnoct idolizing the patriot, vibo, regard' 

isss of the solicitations of ambition, and, deaf to the 

calls of interested mothesi fi/>o, dead to tbefascinating 

love of popularity, and the exciternents of pcvier cmd op' 

po7-tunity to aggrandize himself v^^alks in the paths if 

political ccnsistancy: considering himself the father of ^ 

family f all the mtmbcrs of luhich are equally dear, and 

xcitboJtt partiality providing for the ivellbeing of all. Such 

a character, hcvcever it m.ay be calumniated by the tongue 

rf party, moves steadily, and shines resplendently in bi^ 

orbit of conscious rectitude; ami having fnished bis course 

resigns his steivardsiip ivito the hands of the great Mas^ 

fcr,- mid receives rot vnly ike plaudits cf the good andvsise 

an earth, tut hears t/:€ approbation of the Righteous 

yvclge, in Kvords Vre icese '' Well done, ^ood aad. Joit& ^ 

//// S'^ri-ajit, ftiffsr i'^f^ ' ?* *» to. ,1... j > 
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lUeir want;* upon them» are corapelled t6 aggrai^dize 
despots, who oppress, and keep them as ignorant as 
they are wretched, and thus they are forced to take 
tlie bread out of their children's months, to help to 
make up the enormous salaries of their^ tyrants. 
Hencc^ the hearts of the humane are shpoked daily 
in Chri&tian countries* with the sight of thousands of 

thousands of half starved and naked duldren, and 
jbeggars bending with age, while the poor-houses are 
crowded with miserable objects, and the goals with 
the fruits of legal barbarity. Widows, with their 
weeping infants, are carried away, on the death of 
their husbands, and imprisoned in alms-houses to 
work for the public, while their support is scanty in- 
deed. All these evils might be remedied, if a fund 
was established in each large metropolis, and every 
right honorable pensioner on government, even -the 
sovereigns themselves, would deposit part of their 
millions in each fund. Earls, dukes and lords, by 
appropriating a part of their enormous salaries and 
pensions for this honorable and noble purpose, would 
solace many a virtuous and honest heart, dry up the 
tears of many a melting eye, and make thousands of 
widows and millions of half starved and naked or- 
phans dance for joy. The miserable haunts of the 
poor would then be known, because it would be theii- 
advantage to make their case known* whereas la^w 
they keep it a secret, least \.\ve7 \i^ <l^.xX^^ v.^;^^ 
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work-house. Petit larceny, the offspring of poverty^ 
would then be greatly lessened, as well as highway 
robberies and murders, with their concomitant execu- 
tions. 

Such a plan might easily be put in practice, "Mirithout 
stny embarrassment whatever ; the relief and educa- 
tion of millions would be effected merely by depostin^ 
a part of the public taxes, that is wasted on indivi- 
duals at present, in fuods, established in each capital 

city for that purpose ; it would not be raising more 
taxes, but only changing the application of them.— 
Thus the poor ntight be provided for, and at the sa.me 
time the rich have more than enough. Surely thft 
man whose civil list is 100,000,000 sterling per an- 
num, might dispense with two-thirds of it and have 
abundance left for the support of bis affluence, influ- 
ence, as well as his magnificence. But alas, little ex- 
pectation have 1 of any plan of this nature b6ing or- 
ganized. They who sit in ease, and solace themselves 
in plenty, little think on the sighing of the poor. — 
These observations are therefore nugatory. A flood 
of generous sentiments crowd on my mind, resulting 
from a knowlerige of the miseries of the poor in Eu- 
rope, for I naturally feel a propensity to compassion. 
When I was a little boy, seeing at the gate of a 
jj.ace of worship in the city of Dublin upwards of 
It'O emaciated beg^ats o? dVfftxe^vt descriptions every 
.S'ljnclay, 1 made the tesoVwuoiwNVtVv \ ^^xJA. ^^xsmsi 
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late 20 gnineaSs that I would present one half to God 
by distributing it amongst these f|Oor objects. Hence 
at such moments of sympathetic reflection^ with 
Jhelrtfeh grief I often exclaxra» 

** When Ob ! my God, shall come the hour 

To make me greatly hless*d. 
When 2 may find it in my pom^t / 

To tuccour the cjtpress^d? 

Jn vain alaa ! my heart f/erfiama 
* With utekat tcndemeaa / 
Why mutt 1 feel my brother* a laoea 
And cannot mxtke them leaa ? 

Then vjhy thia torture atill endure? 

' Tia not reaeroedfor me 
To eaae the aighing of the poor. 

And a^t my brethren free} 



ff 



From these considerations^ I hope my readers wHl 
pardon these digressions^ and permit the weakness or 
rather tenderness of my feelings, to plead my excuse. 

Passing by, therefore, all that might be said, we 
will let a few spontaneous reflections suffice, respect. 
ing the changing scenes attending the French revolu- 
tion, including the ingenious subtlety and unparalleled 
hypocrisy of her tyrant, which history will faithfully 

hand down to posterity 4 and we will briefly take no- 
tke of the greatest of all phenomena, the cqyqvv'^* 



the uiuverse. This occuirence proves, that 
as well ai political apostacy, has become of ). 
liar, sot onljr to the demagOKues, but many ( 
tlzeni of France and potentates of Euro] 
people of France, after many invincible sw 
last bnrEt their manacles asunder, asserted 
tive tights and undienable privileges, forme 
deavoured to form a representative ifcnrernn 
« constitution upon principles of civil liberty 
(he want of stability, precaution, watchful 
public virtue, they have from time to timi 
the dupea of restless, ambitious and enterpi 
venturers, who, in conjunction with ruffian: 
lag in disorder and innovation, endeavoi 
celerale contention and produce anarchy, 
might thereby have an opportunity of mom 
chariot of commotion with the loosened reii 
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hitnist with power 5 secondly, it is difficult for a na- 
tion, habituated for centuries to slavery, ignorance 
and degradation, to be taught i» the school of civil 
•iberty, and to become proficients in practical as well 
as theoretical republicanism. 

Notwithstanding this difficulty, were it not for in- 
terested dennagogues and ambitious despots, nations 

who once anticipated the sweets of liberty would not 
easily forego its precious blessings. To say, as 
many of the advocates of despotism, that mankind 
are not capable of enjoying the super-excellent bles- 
sing of rational freedom, is infamous calumny ; it is 
an infamous falsehood, an insult to the human fami- 
ly, it is in short degradmg them far beyond the brute 
creation : for that many brutes do enjoy their liberty » 
and yet are not injurious to- civil society, is a stubborn 
fact ; by saying that men are not fit for freedom is to 
make chaina, stripes, insults, starvation and degrada- 
tion their choice ; the domineering frowns and impe- 
rious commands of tyrants their delight, and peace, 
plenty, domestic happiness and national freedon^ at 

home and respect abroad, the objects of their detes- 
tation ; but as facts are superior to reasoning, the in- 
stance of America presents itself to give the lie to 
such infamous calumnies. Every age becomes still 
more proficient in wickedness, and especially in des- 
potism; hence modern despotism is, In maturity^ 
wh^t the despotism of ant\c\,\i\t^ vj?& Vft. mvwcytw^N — 
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now viilany is systematicaU then it was unracihodi- 
zed. The execiKive conduct of the French usurper, 
exhibits his political hypocrisy with a witnesSf an^ 
Iiis systematic viUany without disguise i not content 
with becoming a first consul, under the pretence of 
acting for the benefit of the citizens of France } itiU 
professing to be a friend to the people and a firm vo« 
tary of republicanism, he effected change after change^ 
BUT FIRST ORGANIZED A STANDING* AR- 
MY, WITHOUT WHICH HE NEVER COULD 
HAVE ENSLAVED THE PEOPLE OF FRANCE, 
but would long ere now have met the prennature fate 
of Robespierre. From a first consul he has with long 
and hasty strides attained emperorship, with all tht 
hypocritic solemnity and magnificence of royalty* 
thus the people who spilt rivers of human blood to 
establish a representative government, and to trans- 
mit this blessing to their children, for the want of 
prudent jealousy and watchfulness, have been forced 
to aggrandize the monster that has robbed them, of 
millions of lives, and billions of treasure ; nay, to 
:,pend 30,000,000 of dollars, exacted from the mouth 
of labour, to place him on the throne of Louis XVI. 
•.vhile his crown is placed on the head of a wandering 
adventurer. This is the effect of entrusting any man 
or set of men with power; then let America behold, 
take warning and sh-.n the rnarr, the fatal rock or. 



\ 
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le republicanism of France lias been ship- 
. See' the country destroyed, thousands re- 
beggary, even in Paris, to exalt a legion of 
r rather a legion of despots, rolling in luxury 
:pense of the public. While weeping liberty 
banished, to make place for the most dread- 
midable military, ecclesistical and hereditary 
m, that ever terrified, degraded and tormented 
an family. This is Bonaparte, that was so 
at his coronation with tender emotions, (or 
retended to be so) that he could scarcely re- 
)m shedding tears of keen sensibility when 
he imperial oath to defend the liberties of tbe* 
and could only express it in broken monosyl- 
This brings to my mind the impolitic and 
nt conduct of the sovereign pontiff, who at^ 
lis coronation. In particularizing a few spon- 
thougUts on this unparalleled event and un- 
ited crisis, I do not by any means wish, much 
nd, to give umbrage to a certain sect of peo- 
m I respect, as well as all other denomina- 
i all their titles and appellations are synoni- 
th me ; virtue I admire and revere, wherever 
homsoever I can see it flourish. But I will 
om the principles and tenets of the Romam 
church, which I ought to know, being edu- 
i brought up in that persuasion* The pre- 

e e 2 
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the same lime ?.Biriii, tliat it uas his bomi 
as heaven's rej)tesenLaiive on earth, to in 
life before lU virtue .- thus he would have 
whereas he lias uicriially degrajed ihe n 
(ircfussed to be the defender of j and the 
it, whose viceroy he professes to be- Can i 
nosed that the meek and lowly Redcenier, 
he ii'ho loses his life for my sake shall iind 
who keeps taj coiumandmems is my friend, 
ivitti complacency on the meanest of hii 
v.'ho ivould wilfully support, assist and enc 
individual robber or a gang of them 1 It i 
^le. How itiuit be, IhcTijruTe, look upon the 
,s exhibited zi infallJbLc-.. supreme in h< 
sincerity and in power.. ..the teacher of virt 
iher of devoiion, and who by profession is 
'if God... .with what disapprobaiian must 
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«W99d jof tbottUfidUb miir4a«d in cool bloo(l, and millions 
^anglitered in hit anger t wh* Wadel diroagh seat of hu- 
OMifrUood to imperial honor, legardleas of tiie widow's and 
titt orpiun'sxries^ wliose relatives died in the cause of liber. 
tj* It wilf appear evident $0 efory discerning mind» that 
tie it s second Jehtt^ the sconrge of Europe, and perhaps of 
Ae world, for his ambition aims at universal dominion $— 
Uft iBmronation,^ the encouragement and patroi^age which the 
lafveidgn pontiff gav<; him, in applying to him the epithet 
^. ,0f <'.pur 1>eloved son in Jesus Christ, Napoleon T* thjsy 
fi^di a.^atalogue of absurdities too tedious to mention, wilt 
•y lutK one glorious tendency at any ratt; namely, to con- 
viiNBe Itoth fiiends and foes, who are not wilfully ignorant 
ib^ iaperstitiously blind, of the inconsistesby, insufficient 
^^futility and «(b9urdity of popery and monarchy. Though 
% do act pretend to prophecy, yet I must affirm, that the 
. fonduct of his holiness the pope in the instances here addu- 
:. 9P^ gfvea the death blow to his infallibility j is a prelimi- 
Sliry to the annihilation of his ecdesiasUcal sovereignty ; 
if m sign of approaching reformation amongst a l<iri,e por- 
•Mosk of mankind, and seems to be a literal fulfilment of 
Ac prophecy of Daniel.* Any person who has perused an 



** * And arms shall ttandon hiapart, and shall pollute 
the sanctuary of strength, and they shall place the ahomi" 
9mi^im vbich makes desolate*'* Damfil 9, 31. 



d|6M' his imperial majesty, Napoleon I. bis holii 
-.i^ifB VIU think, that like the Jews who crucified 
or God,- they are fulfiUitog some of' the nibst impoi 
nteresting prophecies of the old anxi new TestaYne 
I must forego theological animadversion^ in this 
the friends of despotism who love to see contentio 
religion, and to keep people ignorant of their natar 
would be glad to have it in their power to stigmatia 
guments with tho epithet of " fanaticism/* The)! 
ling we shodrld look this way, that way, or any wa} 

right way. They are also willing we should di: 
subject but the simplicity of civil government, w1 
exhibit as some very mysterious phenomenon, alth< 
the mott sioiple thing in nature ) viz. << a nationft! 
tion, acting on the principles of society," an< 



kU- ««i:>: -c rM..A,^ ?. 
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|cM.fulIt<)f. 4 me&ster in Kuman forinii midi a sacred ap- 
ptot»at|^ aa4 pobUe plaaditt» to the scandal i>f his disci- 
lileaaad s^pptirtayiy jnd the annihiiation of thdr faith. If 
««dh jaii^tty has been acted in the house of God, most not 
ji^/fgmmt begin tbfte ?, If -wz judge men by their conduct, 
W>i- dUfeence is diere between Che supreme pontiff and 
dfer high priest of the Goddess 9f reason.? At a fbrmeir 
fMiod^ ihe demagdgneswfao directed the storms of anarchy 
^W?auMBe comnianded> and lo! tliehigh priest exhibltedi 
ya foddtti of jreisoiiy crowned her with garlands^ and paid 
Icr hofflflifB* At a nscent period the usurper commanded, 
fftf Iq t the high pHest of the catholic church instaittly 

pgnnAuttttftd him into a beloaed son in }esns Christ, and 
tha» imetamorphosed him to a magnificent emperor, with all 
jdMtJnMigas ahd elegance of royalty, while the ijKmdering, 

l))MMtod^w«|titQdey worshipped the diabolical infepijon. 

i will BO doubt biing upon my head the execration and 
dfsfliliaiipn of the enemies of leyelation and tjie opposers 
€f ^omndpation, lor advocating the right's of men precipi- 
tant into an abyss of degradation and superstition ; but I 
hn^ my / witness in heaven, that so far from wishing to 
■lliva offeiice, it is with regret and not with exultation I drag 
the antecedent animadv^sions into view. I do nqt by an/ 
aeans attempt to discuss the merits or demerits of the ca* 
thoKc jreii^on, or investigate tbe.iilfmer or .subsequent con- 
iaet of the present pope, or any p6pe that ever filled a papal 
4nne. But it may be ansi^ered, << you may as well pierce 
^t^MtCf body as lopp ofif his head.** This I cannot help, it 
U WKf dnty, and a duty in which I delight^ to admll)R» add 
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eulngize Tirtae ttiough clathed in ragi and ttated an a i 
hiUjirnl tobearswatimony igjinst site, whether seat 
■ papal or an imperial chtonc. The fact a, vJrtUE ir 
"» as amiable to the ImpjftUl King 'if heaien ai it li 
arrajed in robei of itaic and fringed with Bowers of 
: vet^a as it TFijiects vice. Ai the condact 
intbe initante adduced makci it ntcetsary i 
exhibit it to popular animadversion, the fault i^ Ie; 
hiij fori would IbanernlTcnd all the members < 
catholic chureh, if they are so unieajonable and ungei 
alio get oj&nded for paiticutariiing a simple faet, i 
H delicate ^ manner as I possibly can, than to otfen 
in n^t doing It ^ and at T am willing Xo apolagtte 
memberj of that ciiurch (whn are good christians, fb 
'a good and bad amonftst all denominations) Tor the 
1 have taken, or the inadvttlent offences I haYBp 
aiicussin<> this aubjei^t, I think his holinna ahon 
make hii awAozf for giving the cause, I believe I a 
teet, when I affirm, that raj argumenti In this worfc 
ther philftophical, theological, or political, are reas 
fliough uimethodical : they arc in short the simple 
officii jn.l the mote truth is simplified, ttie more i 
iantii apnear.. Indeed, all it aski or wants, is the 
Hrf a^ipeaiiiis. To attempt to adorn truth with the 
of rheioelc, is likt painting a diamond, in order to 

av.'Cadins, t!iai so far frum hiving time and opport 

butonotflilMriptiDni and thdse notes have oot b« 
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cribed at aU* Some days I hav£ been interrupted almost 
hourlyy while the nights were the most tayorable moments I 
Enjoyed in depicting them even as they are^ 

I will here beg leave to represent to my readers a circum« 
stance relative to myself^ which will t^nd to illustrate this 
topic. When I was a young Roman Cacholic, I was a re« 
markably zealous devotee : I believed^ for indeed I waa ■ 

taught so^ that no person, however virtuous and holy, whn 
lived and died oat of the pales of our church could be saved » 

I believed in the infallibility of the pope. When I went to 
Confess my sins to the priest, I. believed his absolution was 

sufficiently efficacious to obliterate all my immoralities. In 
short) I believed In theneceifity of doing penance^ and act. 
ed accordingly, and yet I was as wicked as my neighbours. 
However^ being at last, through the illuminating grace of 
God, convinced of the many improprieties which I recog- 
ijjzed, and which I do not wish here to particularize, I 
withdrew frjom the church in which I was both baptized 

and confirmed, and became a protestant. I was of coarse 
t:ondemned, especially by my relatives, as an heretic, in 
danger of hell's fire, though I loved and endeavoured to 
serve my Redeemer a thous&nd times more, after to 
my abjuration than before to it. After this period I 
^ould not by any means, consistent with the canon taws of 
the catholic church, be received again, (although I did not 
tarn Turk] without recantation, publie penance and abso- 
lution. 

Passing by the impolicy of the pope's condnct^ as a dct;- 

f f 2 
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ceri9U8 precedeat to other enterprising demagogues, and the 
impiety of it as a fatal wound to the cross of Christ and 
the holiness which the gospel incalcatey, I will prove to a 
demonstration from the canon hw of the catholic church, 
the solidity and authenticity of my arguments. Bonaparts 
was an acknowledged deist in Robespierre- s reign ; a Turk, 
or rather a Mahometan, in Egypt; a great republican when 
ht mounted his consular throng, and an aristocrat when he 
assumed his imperial robes. I say, this same Boaaparts, 
was to all intents and purposes excommunicated from the 
catholic church, of which he was previously a member ; he 
did not make any recantation, get absolution, or perform 
public penance for his accumulated crimes and hypocritical 
apostacy, in his desertion from Christ to Mahomet in 1798 
—consequently he is no more a member of the Romish 
church than I am, or rather than the Grand Seignior is. 
Wherefore It would be more consistent with reason, revela- 
tion and common sense, for the pope to consecrate one of 
Mahomet^s priests a christian potentate, than Bonaparte ; 
for the one, although a heathen, might not be a hypocrite; 

or be one day a christian, and the next an infidel or a hea- 
then, according as it answered his interested purposes* In 

short, whether I view the coronation and the circumstances 

attending it, behind or before, sideways or anyway, I mns t 

come to this conclusion ; that it is a prodigy, especially in 

the political world, that never had a precedent^ and perhaps 

may never have a parallel. 

The situation of the people of France is truly wretched ; 

for although the coiqiv^V\qiv ^ad exaltation of Napoleon I* 



tpd t^* Muecndoo and app^obalkB of |a^ Kv Vtt, 

Htprar, tots "M amttOat n tlw pawn «t A» leU-oK*-. 

ttitafrnt, dating the Um of Junubml life I yetbitto- 

tfrpMj, ta^maa.MiMM, uiktbc Mtn*^ tUngi will de. 

MaosUate, chat wbeii ht filli* bf tla iwoid of ■ ii«il, fbt 

msdcup of an cnEoiT^er bf dw- jod^fnti of the Al>, 

.nighty. Hilt mooiut fiMCe «1U ba plccijlutad iato oil 

tbe bortoTi of cWil war,*au^, asd mUii^ioa, wbilc ibe 

a^ioeiiiigicil scene muse b* r^aettd orer icila,. It la cet- 

txia, bawevei numetousU* .iditin*'ai bla pragcny ought 

,^1 ia the event of tiK^A cilil*, Uj <l7vun nuic periih 

with hinii eapeciiU]', wlile tlun am ■> ntpf coterprliing 

:gea«al« in Ftince, n inibMn'ii u •ntkiooii u luda- 

«iaut, and ai cigar fof iApoial pMnt w luqMFlf, and .iriio 

- harei ot tbink ihey bai^ f k*tt«r titlC'.Hid wpctior diimi 

f fXtt hit chtone ibui bit qliUdRa »■ b^e. Thna on »KOUBt 

_, of the luiitade, iegettanty and Impoluj of the dtkena of 

- .-'-VrancE, dyy bive not d>^ pluDgad tbsaueTTei into a t«nl- 

Ue Ubfilnih of desDotiio, dcgndttion and infamy | bnt 

hare rirtaallr robbed tbtli ioDocait tntiliog Infiati of thait 

lutute peace *ad liberty, and nmblean them a gnj to an. 

srchjr and iaief tins commotiaaf if th«]r figbtt It will be 

. yarhapt for At cbnce of tbdc tjnnti, lod eiperleoea no- 

d^ng bmt ariidaiul infringemcnta oa didr nacira rigbn.^ 

fflrti*"' of America ! view ia ajrmpidKtic (hougbc (hi« 

tn^cal MtailTOpIWi aal b4iiw* ' * 
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BOOK IV. 

Page 14c, line 15. 

O-f in the Christians* blood might I allay. 

The reader must bear in mind that in this party and in- 
deed throughout the whole poem, I have copied^ or endea- 
Toured to copy nature. It would, therefore, be unnatural 

to suppose, much less to paint an untutored savage ejcerci- 
^ing the cardinal graces peculiar to Christianity. In many 

parts of the uncivilized world, the natives conceive it a re* 
iigious duty which they owe to their friends who die by the 
h.tnd of the assasin, not only to pray to heaven for venge- 
ance, but to punish the aggressor themselves. 

Page 170, line 2o. 

That one the sword, &c. 

The Rev. John Wesley relates, in his thoughts upon 

slavery, an incident that will tend to consolidate the above 
description. 

<^ The commander of a Guineaman, sent to acquaint an 
African prince, that he wanted a cargo of slaves. The 
king promised to furnish him 5 and in order to it, set out, 
designing to surprize some town, and make all the people 
prisoners. 

* 

** Some time after, the king sent him word he had not 
yet met with the desired success : having attempted to 
break up two towns, but were twice repulsed 5 notwlthstan- 
iiing that he still hopgd to procure a number of slaves. Ifl 
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his desiga be persisted till he met his enemies in the field. 

A battle was fought which lasted three days^ and the en- 
gagement was so bloody^ that 4,500 men were slain upon 

the spot." 
Will God wink at such unparalleled villany always ? Tfc 

is impossible ! Every drop of innocent blqdd which is thus 
spilled, through the instrumentality of the christian powers^ 
helps to fill up the measure of their iniquity and force the ' 

slumbering vengeance from the skies. 

Page 221, line 32. 

» 

The screaming mother with distraction wild* 

I>i8mal and horrid as this description is, with gri^f an^ 
shame I must d^lare, that it falls short in portraying tl;e 
miseries attending bn the slave trade. The tragical scenes 
that I have myself witnessed, are almost incredible. Then 
what imagination can conceive, what tongue can express, o*r 
what pen can paint the dreadful scenes recognized by the 
all-seeing eye of an omniscient Deity ? There is nothing 
more frequent on the African coast, than, the sacking of 
towns and the Wanton destruction of thousands of human 
beings. The war is generally commenced, in o«ler to pro- 
cure slaves for the Europeans. When the enslaving party 
is opposed with vigour, if they prove in the end victorious, 
their thirst for revenge is paramount to their avarice.— 
Hence there is nothing more common in the conclusion of 
these sanguinary conflicts, than for every individual of the 
vanquished t^e put to the most cruel death. To demon - 
strate this assertion, many lamentable instances might be ^_ 
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adduced ; but for the «ake of hrefitf, we mU'Ut one Mif- 
ice, ikhich is'taken vetbatim from an origiiial manUKfipt 
fdnrnaly beloDgirig to the surgeon cf a Oulnea-man. 

<< Sestro, Dec. 29, i724.«--No trade to-day» althov^ 
many .traders came on board. They ioifbrmed tis, that the 
people iare gone to war island, and will brin^ ptisbnert 
%nou|bll^t|v6 or three days ; iii hope$ of which we ^vf.** 
o trade yet ; But out traders cflme oA boan 
to-dJ^ ^BB Jirfonped us that the 'people had burned '^nbt 
towns :' solfiat to » morro w we expect slaves off. The %i9t^ 
Fair weather, but i^Huing yet. We see eadi night town' 
bumihgy but we fillr^iany of the Sestro men uekiUed by 
^he island negroes. So that we fea|;this war will be olvvc^ 
cessful. January 2d. Last nightwe saw a pi^igioasfifc 
break 0ut about eleven o^clock, and this morning percinvcd 
the town of Sestro reduced to ashes. It ccMitained S(»M 
liondred hcu^e-.. So that we find their enemies are too hard 
for them at present, and consequently our trade spoiled 

here. Therefore, ibout 7 o*clock, We weighed anchor and 
proceeded lower, dowp.** This is the way the chnswhu 
show <heir i<9l|<sw^ft!^nd the excellence of their felijiplott 
to the heathens. •TJIils is the way they invite them to be- 
come proselytes toxheir tenets : to gratify their pride, laftti 
reven^aod avarice, in this manner hundreds and thoosandt 
:}f wretched mortals are annually massacred. Yecrinuoo 
plains ! never. Oh ! never cover their blood ! and thoa 
briny sea, hide not the thousands of their lacerated bodies 
M^hich thou hast received into thy bosom, but exhibit them» 
and with them their murderers' guilt, to vle#« 
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BOOK V. 

Page 119) ^^^ ^5' 

■ 

The tyrants now ^repare^ &e. 

As the brevity of my plan makes it necessary to cartail 
these explanatory notes, therefbre^ for a particnUr account 
of the treatment of the slaves, after their uriiddi^ on the 
plafttatsons, I would refer the reader to my '^TJjjjiiinTiTy Es- 
say, chap. 3. p. 77> 177? 

Page 209, line 14. 

AnjL.tfae chaste muse, &c. 

I have used my best endeavours both as it respects aenti^ 
ntents and phraseology, not to offend the most chaste ear. 
From this consideration I have omitted depicting many hor- 
rid though authentic facts, lest perad venture, I should of- 
fend my female readers. Attending to this scrupulously, I 
have only exhibited a glimpse of some ideas, and left the 
mind to conceive the rest. The Jicentioasness and Inde- 
cency of the prevailing female fashioiiy, deserve howevev to 
be hinted at ; for I candidly confess, that I am ashamed to 
depict what some fashionable, and in other respects, amia- 
ble ladies, are not ashamed to exhibit to public view^ 

The signs of our times are unquestionably p<Mrtentous 
and alarming. . They are evidently big with events of pro- 
digious magnitude. Though firm in my belief, that these 
times are preliminaries to important changes in the world of 
mankind, both in a religious ai^ a political view, yet I do 
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ao by any meant pretend to propliecy. I do not attempt t» 
excnlpate myself while I conlemii others. Having f€lt tiiii **' 
terrors of the law myself for 81% I persisade mento ife* 
penty their crimes forego, and be saved by grace. Tbstwe 
can ever find real peace and happiness^ without previons «s* 
pent^nce and teformation, reyelaKtion, reason and comimon 

sense by their joint suffrage denj^ ^ I am bound by evdqf 
obligatibii ]^|l]iman and divine^ to attempt the reformatioil of 
my ieU(}«if tyklkntSy and the sina which have piercjed me with 
many soritwsy I depncate most^ and condemn, those crimet 
which I havl by woefnl experience pfroved to be pregh^nt 

with certain destruction, both to Individuals, families and 

'i ■ . . . ' 

nations. JLf we reflect on the requisitions \uid prohibition 
of the gospel^ << He that looks upon a woman, to lusc aftcF 
after her, is guilty of adultery in his heart, and he wh» is 
angry with his brother without a cause, is a " mar- 
'* derer," then view the fashions and oppressions of 
the day ; at the appearance, 'we must be struck with 
aolemn f6rebodings and reverential awe. It is clear 
to me, that the present is the period, to which the 
apostle alludes, ,'*iWhen, because iniquity abounds, 
the'U^e of^ipany will wax cold." What a declension 
in.jchristian.tfliiaTity is discernible amongst the vota- 
ries qfiidJgion ; what quarreling, animosity, backbit- 
ing, ^.pQcrisy and degeneracy. This is the efficient 
cause why ^e world is crouded with deists, whom I 
pity from my heart, as they cannot see into the spi- 
rituality, the consistency, utility and superexcellence 
of the scriptures ; for it is as imppssible for the ca^ 
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nal mind to, discriminate the things of God, as they 
are spiritually discerned, as it is for an infant to read 
latin. They look therefore tp the professors of reli- 
gion» to prove by their conduct that there is a reality 
in revelation. What is the consequence of their in- 
vestigation ? They see such a contrast between their 
practice and profession, that they condemn the whole 
as fabulous, and plunge into one horrid labyrinth of 
deism, and thus stumble over them into helL Hypo- 
critical professors are the radical cause of all this 
spiritual evil, as immodest women are the cause of 
temporal evil. Yet blessed be God, there are still 
many virtuous prudent women, and pious, holy men» 
in our world, for whose sake God su!(pends his threa* 
tening judgments from bursting on our guilty heads; 
but will he suffer such wickness forever to accumulate 
and prosper ? It is impossible. 



BOOK V. 
Page 213, Line 5. 
Launched in a moment, &c. 
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AS I have studiously avoided introducing theolog- 

4cal matter into this work, for reasons already given, 

I flatter myself it will be neither uninteresting or 

unentertaining to introduce in this note, a few mis- 
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ceHaneotts trticles from the J>ook of cieMSon. Our 
AlmightyCjMaker, in condeii6eiisi<m to the weakneu 
of our facnlties, the brevity ^ our Uves, and o^' 
many avo(;ations^ has comprued all the knowledge! 
conducive to our real happiness, in £optt yolomeSg vii. 
the book of Revelation*-^Natme---;ProTidencer^>KDd 
the book of the Heart. As I conceived the leasoiii jis 
the book of nature to he urenstible,. energe4c» and 
net to be confuted, -and coh«e^uentl)r inost cidcnlaled 
to convince tyrants of the iniquity of their cojndiicti - 
the disapprobation of heaven/ and the ^ssiMteiaQr' 
between their works, and those of ^^r Creatort; t^> 
have therefore exhibited, or eqdoavoured to ezltibltf 
aspecinaen, and only a specimen, of the munificence 
of Jehovah, depicted on all his works, in hopes 
it may have a tendency to make oppressors blush, 
their crimes forego, and no more insult the Creator, 
by destroying his creatures, the noblest works of his ' 
Almighty hands. To atttempt to convince a tyrant 
by "Scripture, is, in my opinion, like administering 
medicine to a dead man. The cogency and super* 
Excellence of the sacred volume is spiritually descri- 
bed ; am tyrants, while they continue such, are sold 
under sin. Notwithstanding this last book of the 
poem is especially intended as an answer to their fa* 
tile arguments in favour of slavery, I hope it will bO 
likewise acceptable to the sincere christians of all de- 
nominations. That path of life which the greater 
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part of them are appointed to tread, aliows fafut lit* 
tie opportunity for philosophical researches ; and the 
little leisure they enjoy, is more properly devoted 
to the study of the book of grace,than the book of 
nator^ M the same time, I conceive a sketch of 
Christian plftlosophy is calculated to elevate the mind 
with transcendant honorable thoughts of God,and to in- 
flame the heart with adoration, exaltation, and admira- 
tion of him. It is observed by an inspired author, that 
the heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handy works. 

Nothing can be more becoming man than to inves- 
tigate the obvious works of Deity, with this design 
that he may excite in himself, through the assisting 
grace of God, these devout affections, and that su- 
perlative respect and veneration, which are the quin- 
tessence of that praise, which is his reasonable as 

well as religious service. Are we inclined to cherish 
gratitude — ^to be stimulated to the deligllitful duty of 
praise ? the means are at hand. His glonous magnr- 
fiicent and moniBcent works continually present them- 
selves to the indiscriminate inspection of the savage 
and the sage, the saint and the sinner, the chrrstianr 
and the heathen, the potentate and the peasant, in a 
wonderful, an instructive, and entertaining manner. 
. We may rea'sonably conclude from profane, a« well as 
sacred history, the antiquity as well as utility of this 
cfmployment. £ven God himself has been understood 
to inftimatei when concerning the heavenly bodies, he 
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spake ibii* ' irt thtm, htfor ligm, and fir 
Jor rfoxi, and fir years. B/the Jewtsli i-ab 
informed, ihit Adim, in htB stale of inn 
an extEHiive knowledge of astrononiy. Ji 
us that the antideluviana were acquainte 
science. ■ The longeviiy of the palriarcl 
many opportunities far astronomical obsei 
This noble atudj-, the patriarch Abraha 
a native of Chaldea, ia supposed tif havi 
nent degree promoted. The knowled] 
from the traditional history of crcaiion ,- 
plation of die heavens and the earth ; th^ 
of succeeiding generations, and the vari 
discoveries of the attribmes and purposei 
mighty, which had been by tlie [ong-!lvei 
transmitted from age lo age, he no doiil: 
tous to diffuse among his coletnporar 
contemplation and itiidy nf ihe H'orks of 
providente, the devout part nf mankind i 



• The palr'iarcis before the fiwl, cnald 
10 maaji generaliottt, suci remarkable n 
happaxiHn their dayt ;■ and tint ihey tvpp, 
of history. Adam.'oai 2i3 ytara caltmpor 
fbuaalein., who lived HI! the fiaad ; Meti 
Noah 600 yean, and viitb Shem 100 : Sbei 
ham, \50, aai died -xbea ItwK isas fifty ye 
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snd cotmtvf, have fouoi eqaal profit amd pleasmrt.— 
jEloes it not seem to be the periodical employment of 
Haatc, at each re*appearance of the heavenly himina. 
rkt^r to^ retire to the .sotitary fields for contemplation. 
JgaaCf (says the sacred htstorian.)- loeat out to meditate 
in iheJUtd at eventide. Was it not a view of the starry 
heavens that suggested to the jpious Jewish king the 
at^seqoent devout ejaculation ? When I eotuider the 
heavens mbicb ibou bast made, the moon and stars 

foiicb thou bast formed, tohat is m,an, that thou art 

fnindfid of bittif, or the son qfm>an, that tbou visitest 
, him T\ From Chaldea the study of astronomy pass- 
ed into Egypt, from thence to Phenicia* and from 
I^heiucia- to Greece. The astronomy of the Greeks 

was greatly enriched afid improved by the scientific 
'^scoveries of Pythagoras. This"cclebrated astrono" 
flier and mathematician, is believed to have been born 
ill the island of Samos, and to have fioorisbed about 
590 years before the christian era. Jn search of 
knowledge, it is said, he passed into Egypt, then cel- 
ebrated for the study of the sciences, where he became 






* I particularise these desultory observations^ to prov^ 

thai the patriarchs as 'aell as the philosophers ofantr- 
^^ty^ studied tbevtorksof crtationjrom devout aadex- 
pdUm motives $ espeeiaUy as many modern christian & 

: eaudemnasjktile and spurious, astronomical contempla^ 
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acquiinted with geography, and tlie true lolar m 
tern; a.nd he made himself mister of the seven 
branches of literature, for which that counlry was '•4 
fimeJ irnons the nations of antiquity. Incited IjJ 
an insatiable thirst for knowledge, we are told he a^ 
lerwarJ^ viiired Persia, ChaUea, and other piMsot 
Alia, a? fif AS India, where he conversed with tte 
gymnoiophisls, and from them acquired the Irtioir- 
ledge of the iihiloscjihy and literature of ihe tast.ii- 
This ^eai philnsnpher langht, thai the eaiih was f 
ipherical or rciimd figure ; that the moon reflected 1)19 
rnys of the sun ; and il;at ihe crmein ate wandeiim 
«arB, disappearing in ihe superior 51 «rts of tbeirw 
Mtt, and becnming visible only in tlie lower- ' I 

He is said also to have Mthjbiled the oWiqtra euttltt, 
of the sun in thff ecliptic, and to have fir!t taojlt, 
that the pUnet Venus is both the eveninK and motil-. 
ing star. But rational and philosophical as ilie tVe»i \ 
TV of Pythagoras was, it was universally reprobatA 
and consigned to a state of oblivion, {ndeed, not-' 
withstanding the propensity the ancients had For«r., 
tronomical and philosophical tpeculalions, they enMi>-' 
tained the most erroneous ideas concerning the nniA| 
ture cf the universe- Arcording to the Tt.iAvaa^. 

' So calM,fn,m, Prn'-rmy of Airxrtndria. -aha l!m^ " 
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system which universally prevailed^ the earth wajs 
considered an extended plain, surrounded by the o- 
cean ; and that the sun when he sets, dips into the 

Western ocean ; and when he rises, emerges from the 
eastern ; that the sun, moon and stars are small lumi- 
nous bodieSf at no great distance from the earthy and 
created solely for the purpose of iUuminating it. — 
This system, (though as unreasonable as to suppose 
a cooky instead of turning the spit, should turn the 
fire round the loin of beef, in order to roast it) was 
for many ages, a^d among many nations, popular.-— 
Thouigh how to ascertain on what foundation the 
earth rested, or how to account for the velocity with 
which the heavenly luminaries moyerl round it, they 
knew not. 

The honor of restoring and consolidating the 
true solar system, belongs to Copernicus, a na- 
tive of Thoruj, bom Anno Domini 1747. After 
tn'cnty years spent in contemplating the phenomena 
of the heavenSy in making mathematical calculations' 
in examining th^ observations of the ancients, and 
in making new ones of his own, he was of a firm 
persuasion that the only true system was the Pytha- 
gorean ; which makes the sun to be the centre, and 

which makes the earth to move, not only round the 
sun, but round its own axis. Thus he fully establish- 
ed that system of the universe called the Copernicani 

which is unanimously received by scientific men of ajl 
nations, 

h h 
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Face 200, Line 20. 

The stranger's causej &c. 

If we may judge the human family by their relative 
conduct, how few know> much less do tlie things 
enjoined by God in the books of creation and retrelt- 
tion. The particular duties we owe to our fellow 
creatures are too numerous to be mentioned here { 
suffice it to say, when we neglect our duty to man 
we violate the laws of God, which are calculated 
for the private and public interest of every person, 
and designed to promote our future^ as well as pre- 
sent happiness. Does he command us to love oar 
neighbours, to be merci ful to them, and to do by 
them as we would wish to be done by ?•— Without 

any manner of doubt. And to obey this command 
IS tantamount to participating the most exquisite ter- 
restrial bliss. When he commands us to love God 
with all our soul, mind and strength, it is the same as 
if he should tell us to participate the joy of angels, 
and their supreme beatitude. Indeed, no other love 
is worthy of him, he looks at the seat of the affec- 
tions, and accepts nothing but what comes from 
thence. Man may deceive man witn artificial love, 
b'lt never, never can he deceive God. 

i am well aware that many even of the professors 
of religion, as well as the sons of dishipaiion, wi^l 
shut their eyes, and steel their hearts against my rea- 
soning and soliGitati3n, and will even- 
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'* Laugh at the drop on misery's languid eye, 
And see her bursting heart without a sigh.' 
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They will not remember that they themselves in 
fofiLowing years, may be as indigent and wretched 
as the poor unhappy persons whose cause I am plead* 
ing. How often have I beheld, with just indigna- 
tion, persons who rank high in society for religion, 
and rcspccubility, reasoning away that little compas- 
aion they possessed, by calling to their aid (I had al- 
most- said that rascally virtue) interest.— I loose all 
equanimity, when I recollect the instances of inhuman- 
ity I have witnessed : a few weeks ago I happened to 
solicit a man of property, respectability, and religion, 

for two dollars, in behalf of the poor, he refused, 
and advanced a string of arguments to justify the re* 
fiisal J I, of course, fell from 200 to 50 cents, and was 
determined to hang on till I got at least half a dollar ; 
I begged hard, as if I was begging for my life, but 
alas ! I begged in vain. Is he a man, or a monster > 
is he a Christian or a brute ? Who can behold with 
dry eyes and adamantine heart, the weeping orphan^ 
and disconsolate widow,' whose half covered limbs 

are shivering with cold, and worn out with hard labor* 
are now turned ont to seek their food in the woods 

like the wild beasts —Reader, view with 

your intellectual eyes, the train of decripid ob- 
ff rts approaching with solemn steps and slow !— The 
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the friendly doors of charity: their limbs half co«er 
with tftttered garments, and emaciated by diseas 
S«e that poor old slave with silver locks, propped 
his cain, quivering as he goes, listen to his petitit 
from the feeble tongue of age, he was once as ha[ 
and as rich as you, but, ah ! the cruel spoiler came 
l«ook in his furrowed face, and you will see that 1 
spirit is broken, and he is sinldng with accumulafi 
and completed sorrow to the grave. Readerj ii 
you do me the justice to believe me^ when I decU 
<o you, that many thousands of the unhappy Afria 
die for want of food, and n^any more for want 
<dothtfig....Wbat heart can help feeling sympathy a 
pity for this distressed race of men? Do not, use t 
mean pitiful reflection, that their misery is the < 
spring of their own wickedness, away with such p; 
try subterfuges, and obey the first impulse of yG 
melting heart which begins to move your mind, a 
awake you to pity. Obey the sacred impulse, a 
cherish the first motions of compasion; resolve to 
the oppressed go free, and give relief to such as i 
iiT want : and at the same time thank God for giv 
you the dispasiiion, and opportunity to lay up y 
treasure in Heaven. Do not, 1 conjure you, di 
your hand out of youjr purse empty, from the cons 
eration, that the objects are not deserving your not: 

T relief. Think for a moment if God acted in t 
o 

same manner by you, in giving you nothing but wl 
you deserved, where would you be in one mome 
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I answer, in hell, lifting np your hopeless eyes and 
begging for a drop of water to cool your parching 
tongue. Read the parable of the rich man and La- 
zarus, and it will instantly hush into eternal silence, 
your doubts relative' to the deserts of the poor, and 
<• you'll quite forget their vices in their woe." Those 
who know their own defects, are always ready to 
make allowance for the defects of others. But alas ! 
self ignorance will often hide, or excuse, or palliate 
our own faults, and magnify and accuse those of our 
neighbours* Were we to examine our conduct by t he 
light of divine trutli, w« should find enough to despise 
and censure at home, and we should learn to s^re the 
feelings of the poor, and not suffuse the supplicating^ 
countenance of the unfortunate, with confusion and 
k grief, which I am sorry to say is too often done. If we 

would learn to be tender to one another, we should 
be so to Africans. Of all the adorable attributes con- 
nected and concomitant with the divine character, 
none shines more transcendantly glorious, superlative^ 
ly estimable, and supereminently amiable, than the 
attribute of MERCY. What angel can express, — 
what mortal can conceive, the magnitude and univer- 
sality of this super-celestial attribute \ It is like eter- 
nity without end, or immensity without bounds. 
When we for a moment view with our intellectual 

eyes, the infinitude of divine mercy, we are dazzled 

h h 2 
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witk th^ resplendant sight; it mocks even angelic 
conception. A sense of his mercy emboldens the 
humble penitent to look up to his heavenly Father, 
and hope for happiness in anotHer and better world. 

This is his sheet anchor, his riches, his heaven. Bat 
our business here is to consider mercy as it forms a 
link in the chain of duties between man and man; 
there is no duty more powerfully and repeatedly in- 
culcated in the sacred scriptures than mercy.* I will 
go farther and boldly assert, there is no crime against 
which more signal vengeance \^ denounced than cru. 
city, which is the antipode of mercy. 

We need not refer to the maledictions in the Bible 
against the want of mercy. The voice of God in the 
crj-'jition and in our own Iicarts, will abundantly de- 
monstrate the truth of that important passage in the 
ly.^spcl, ** Blessed arc the merciful, for they shall ob- 
Tain mercy :" and that beautiful and awful parable of 
ibe unfeeling servant, will shew the propriety of re- 
versing the above quotation, t/jus ,- *' Cursed are the 
cruel, they shall not obtain mercy.'* I will introduce 
a. brief quotation from that important parable, that 
the unfeeling reader may see his own doom, unless he 
TPpents antl g'^ts the religion of benevolence — aiias-^ 
love. It reads thu<5,** Therefore is the kingdom of 
heavrnlikeuf^d unto a certain king which would take 
accoint of his servants; and when he had begun to 
yeckon, one was brought unto him which owed him 
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tan thousand talents ; but for as much as he had not 
to pay, his lord commanded him to be<8old» and his 
wife and children, and all that he had» and payment 
to be made ; the servant therefore fell do\^y and 
wovhipped him^- saying, Lord, have patience' with 
Tne,%iid I 'vv'ill pay the all ; then the Lord of that 
Servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt ; but the same servant 
went out, and found one of hYs fellow-servants, which 
owed himsan hundred pence ; and hie laid hands on 

him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that 
thoM owest; iahd his fellow-servant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, saying. Have patience with 
nte, and I will pay thee all ; and he would not : but 
he went and cast him into prison, till he should pay 
the debt ; so when his fellow-servants saw what was 
done, they were very sorry, and came, and told unto 
their lord all that was done ; then his lord, after that 
he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked ser- 
vant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desir- 
edst me ; should not thou also have had compassion 
on thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity on thee ? — 
And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto 
him ; so likewise shall my heavenly Father do unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his 
brother his trespasses." 
Js it not astonishing that the world should be jBlled 
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■vitii Lrucity, violence, innocent blood, moantains of 
huinan carnage! and, in short, be made a slaughter- 
house by man, who dependii upon the mercy of God 
for the air he breaihes, the bread he eats, the water 
he drinks, he clothes he wears, and every accomno- 
dation he enjoys ? Sure I am, the unmerciful imb is 
)iis own executioner ; he annihilates both his intellec- 
tual and corporeal happiness ; for the human mind is 
so constituted, that the tyrant is eternally punished by 
his own vicious cruelty, which corrodes the finer feel- 
ings, and even will eat out every germ of tranquilli- 
ty. But on the other hand, the practice of benevo- 
lence produces in the mind the most exquisitely plea- 
siivablc sensations, infinitely superior to sensual grati- 
i':cu.tions ; it illuminates the soul with the reconciled 
;^ miles of the divine majesty, as well as the sacred 
Lun&hinc of an approving conscience. Wherefore 
O reader, if thou wouldsc participate the transport 
<>r :)ie heavenly host, be merciful to every living ere; 
(Urc, animal, as well as hunian ; and if thou desire 
to'^ntiv.ipate t!ie miseries of the damned in hell, oj 
bt. erucl, unfeeling, unmerciful. In short, to br 
the argument to a focus, mercy is the offspring 
r-Tvcn, br.t cruelty the most horrible inmate of ' 

' 'J he quality rf inerc^' u 7iot strained ; 
It iiropptfl OS the gentle rain from hea^en^ 
'Jpun the plant beneath. It is fivice blessed, 
it bltistd /jim tJbttt gixci^v mndhini that uO"^ 



Thus where Inic mercy begins m the hearty it will 
e evidenced by correspondi^ works of benevblence. 
'ender mercy, without ben^dent actions, is as im* 
ossible as the sun to shine with^t giving light. 

Tti^ most effectual way to^' find happiness for our- 

slvea|^«s« by first endeavouring to promote it in 

thers. And even to do good by stealth, is to render 
or reward more exquisitely sweet and transcendant- 

f gktrious» as this would be imitating the murfificent 
reation, by concealing the benefactor, anid shewing 
he benefit. This would be doing a generous deed in 
generous way, by sparing the feelings of the unfor« 
mate, who too often are intellectually wounded, 
liile the hand of charity with pompous parade, is 
ctended to relieve their corporeal wants. Would 
^ sons of avarice relinquish their golden god and 
ecome the votaries of benevolence, they would soon 
»gain tranquillity, and enjoy real peace- Then they 
ronld contemplate the folly, infatuation, and absur- 
ity of their antecedent pursuits, and like a sailor re- 
ently snatched from a watery grave, and seated upon 
. rock, contemplates the imminent danger he esca- 
«d, and is ready to stretch his hand to any of his 
omrades y/ho may approach the rock whereon he is 
eated, so will they embrace every opportunity to 
;natch from impending ruin the infatuated votaries of 
avarice and sensuality. 

Would men forego the luxuries, and fontcnt tftieos- 

• • 
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■riws'vrrih the iwcetii^ of life» we m^^ i^i 
balf so nttoh^ ItumM; Y't^edocss in t}ie wm 
The ikh:5]ieiidtlie wealth God emmtted them 
for beaev^teiitptiipoief, <oii the inoet fooUihf f 
out, end often l3i# most deiMrnctiyt fnfies, iir^ 
4mer vahing^ any veservatioQ for God and hi|| 
And whil^they thvf rph the poor of th^r mttej 
f^ thenuMbWea also of their hapF^nes^. Wcti xi \ 
of fte ttlpihAotmoS tiiat oniviBnal justice thni 
ernk -the ilFcWd, ttat exiiBeas sbaU be its <^ 
ThefewsioliMmUes Uiejrealtfa tff the anany;^ 
by fofce or Iraiid > ponseqoentljr one |>art sie~c 
hy^ abiin4ance» and of course cannot enjoy i^ 
the other are destitute of the necessaries of iifi 

of course shfiee for want of it. The rich cauE 

joy pleasure, because the aitainment of it cost 
no trouble ; they never can enjoy what th^y po 

because they are always coveting more, and dii 
lied with what they have. 

Tbeir vtealtb robs tbcm •f real pleasure^^'4feem 
They are alvtays outrunnipg their T^cessitiew, 

Of course, disgust follows satiety, and debility jF 
disgust. The perfume of a thousand revues d( 
'for the moment, but the thorn inflicts a pain 
will last for hours. The Aing of the bee is 
painful than the taste of the honey is sweet, 
fhis satiety and debility, produced by riches^ 
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re pain than its sweet gives pleasi^e ; and the 
1 by spending their wealth in vanity, not only rob 
poor but annihilates their own present and eternal 
>piness; which consists in mediocrity and benevo- 
ce. Yes, beneficence is the happiness of virtue, 
1 no happiness on earth can be more certainj more 
ure, or more sacred ; because if death calls the 
levolent man, this feljicity accompanies him to the 
Stial paradise, where it will be enhanced a thousand 
L But admitting, for the sake of illustration, that the 
t man can enjoy real pleasure here, yet as life is uncer^ 
I, surely he must live In constant: jeopardy ; because he 
1 constant expectation of being robbed of all his riches 
happiness* Scarcely has the rich man heaped up his 
together, when death escorts him to the bar of God, 
tve an account df his stewardship. Then whose shall 
riches be, for which a soul was bartered and eternal 
•piness relinquished ? 

)oes not God, as a just punishment, send rich men 
>ng delusions, that they may believe a lie, and as they 
. not use their abundant riches for his glory and the 
d of his poor, are they not often so infatuated as to 
've themselves In the midst of abundance ? I know a 
n of property who goes like a beggar and lives upon ear- 
ly &c, yet he his no family. Like the budding flower 
t keeps all its bMuties concealed, and all its sweets lock - 
up ; are such niggardly wretches, whose aims are all 
ned inward, whose private interest is the centre of their 
igns, and th'! circumference of their actions* Thus 
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«4>Ue ^ome horde up their weaJth in iron chests, : 
the dog in the manger will neither enjoy it themsel 
let those in need partake of it. Others with theii 
are sacrificing their health -and reputation, cornipti 
children, coxKaminating their neighbours, and shipv 
their own souls, in their jovial bowls. 

Notwithstanding the conviction I feel that man) 
aforesaid characters will view my arguments with th 
yi\n% frown of neglect | yet I am encouraged with t 

fidence that some benevolent persons will view th 
the eye of candour $ and will both commiserate a: 
gate the miseries of the poor, by organizing socici 
lartothe Abolition Society, and then shall the 1 

of the poor, and the approving smiles of heavei 
their humanity. 

Some ministers of the gospel adopt a line of coi 
ametrlcally opposite to that of their Lord and Mast 
ioved to visit and relieve the poor, but they love t( 
the poor, and visit and fawn upon the rich. T 
poor man is neglected through life, and forgott 
dead, by the Reverend and Right Reverend clergy; 
so with Uie rich ; in their sickness they are exb 
our view as noble suffeters, as patterns of patien 
when dead, they are. attended with distinguished g 
pomp and parade, to the grave : whiVe the Intere 
and fawning parson extol them to the skies, and 1: 
■Souls in heaven. In short, parsons as well as p' 
often by their conduct verifv ^e old adage, viz. 
makes the mare ^o,^' 



THi 

CONSTITU T 10 N 

OF THB 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

A» ratified in Convention, the ^ day df 
September, 1790. 

WE, the People of the Commonwealth o^ Penn* 
sytvania, ordain and establish this constitution for its 
government. 

ARTICLE I. The legislative power of this common- 
wealth shall be vested in a general Assembly, which 
shall consist of a senate and house of representatives. 

II. The representatives shall be efaosen annually by 
the citizens of the city of Philadelphia, and of each 
county respectively, on the secdnd Tuesday of Octo- 
ber. 

III. No person shall be a representative who shall 
not have attained the age of twenty-one years, and 
have been a citizen and inhabitant of the state thi%e 
years next preceding his election, and the last year 
thereof an inhabitant of the city or county in which 
he shall be chosen ; unle^ he shall have Been absent 
on the public business of the United States, or of this 
state. No person residing within any city, town or 
borough, which shall be entitled to a separate lepre^ 
sentation, shall be elected a member for any county ; 
nor shall any person, residing without the limits of 
any such city, town or borough, be elected a member 
Hherefor. 

IV' Within three years after the first meeting o^ 
the general Assembly, and within every subsequent 
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term of 7 years, an enumeration of the taxable inAa- 
bitants shall be made, in such manner as shall be di- 
rected by law. The number of representatives shall, 
at the several periods of making such enumeration, 
be fixed by tlie legislature, and apportioned among 
the city of Philadelphia, and the several counties, ac- 
cording to the number of taxable inhabitants in 
each ; and shall never be less than sixty, nor greater 
than one hundred. Each county shall have, at least, 
one representative ; but no county, hereafter erected, ' 
shall be entitled to a separate representation, until a 
sufficient nurolier of taxable inhabitants shall be con- 
tained within it, to entitle them to one representative, 
agreeable to the ratio which shall then be established. 

V. The senators shall be chosen for four years by 
the citizens of Philadelphia, and of the several coun- 
ties, at the same time, in the same manner, and at the 
same places, where they shall vote for representa- 
rives. 

V I. The number of senators shall, at the several 
periods of n^aking the enumeration before mention* 
ed, be fixed by the legislature, and apportioned among 
the districts formed as herein after directed, accord- 
ing to the number of taxable inhabitants in each ; 
antl shall never be less than one-fourth, nor greater 
than one-third, of the number of representatives. 

VII. The senators shall be chosen in districts for- 
jTied by the legislanire : each district containing such 
a number of taxable inhabitants as shall be entitled 
to elect not more than four senators. When a dis- 
irict shall be composed of two or more counties, they 
shall ht adjoining. Neither the city of Philadelphia, 
rior any county, shall be divided in .forming a district. 

VUI. No perron shall he a senator, who shall not 
ha\c attained the ajjc of twenty-live years, and have 
b('<'n a citizen and inhabitant of the state four years 
.•ext before his election, and the last year thereof an 
»uliabitant of the district for which he shall be cho- 
st-n ; unless he shall have been absent on public busi- 
ncbs of the Uniicd States, or of this state. 
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IX. Immediately after the senators shall be assem< 
bledi in consequence of the first election, subsequent 
to the first enumeration, tney shall be divided by lot» 
as equally as may be, into four classes. The seats of 
the senators of the first class, shall be vacated at the^ 
expiration of the first year ; of the second class, at 
the expiration of the second year; of the third class, 
at the expiration of the third year ; and of the fourth 
class, at the expiration of the fourth year ; &o that 
one-fourth may be chosen every year. 

X. The general Assembly shall meet on the first 
Tuesday of December in every year, unless sooner 
convened by the governor. 

XI. Each house shall chuse its speaker and other 
officers ; and the senate shall also chuse a speaker, 
pro tempore, when the speaker shall exercise the office 
of governor. 

XII. Each house shall judge of the qualifications 
of its members. Contested elections shall be deter- 
mined by a committee to be selected, formed, and re- 
gulated in such manner as shall be directed by law. 
A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 
to do business ; but a smaller number may adjoun\ 
from day to day, and may be authorised, by law, to 
compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under penalties, as may be provided. 

XIII. Each house may determine the rules of its 
proceedings; punish its members for disorderly be- 
haviour ; and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, 
expel a member ; but not a second time for the same 
cauie ; and shall have all other powers necessary for 
a branch of the legislature of a free state, 

XIV. Each house shall keep a journal of its pro- 
ceedings, and publish them weekly, except such pan? 
as may require secrecy. And the yeas and nays of ihe 
members on any question, shall, at the desire of an)- 
two of them, be entered on the journal. 

XV. The doors of each house, and of committees 
of the whole, shall be open, unless when the busir.ci^ 
is such as ought to be kept a secret. 
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X Vt. Neither hous^ shall, without the a 
the other, adjourn for jnliie than three days 
any other place than that in which the tw 
are sitting. 

XVlt. The senators and representatives ! 
cetve a compensation for their services, to 
tained by law* atid paid out of the treasui 
commonwealth. They shall, in all casei 
treason, felony, and breach or surety of tl 
be privileged from arrest, during their atter 
the sesslpn of the respective houses, and in 
and returning from the same. And for any 
debate in either house, they shall not be q 
in any other place. 

XVIII. No senator or representative shal 
the time for which he shall be elected, be i 
to any civil office under this commcnwealt 
shall have been created, or the emoluments 
shall have been increased, during such time 
member of Congress, or other person holdin 
6ce, except of attorney ai law, and in the r 
der the United Stat<es, or this Common wej 
be a member of either house, during his co 
in Congress or office. 

XIX. When vacancies happen in either 1 
speaker shall issue writs of election to fill sl 
cies. 

XX. All bills for raising revenue shall or 
the house of representatives j but the sei 
propose amendments, as in other bills. 

XXI. No money shall be drawn from th 
but in consequence of appropriations made 

XXII. Every bill which shall have pa 
houses, shall be presented to the govern< 
approve, he shall sign it ; but if he shall noi 
ha shall return it, with iiis objections, to th 
which it shall have originated, who shall 
'objections at large upon their journals, and 
reconsider it. It^ after sucIj reconsidera 
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UiirJls ftf that house shall u'grce to pass the bill » it 
shall be sent, witli the objections, to the other house, 
by which, likewise it shall be regonsidered ; and if 
approved by two thirds of that house, it shall be a law. 
But in such cases, the voces of both houses shall be 
determined by yeas and nays ; and the names of the 
persons voting for or agairjst the bill shall be entered 
on the journals of each Jiouse respectively If any 
bill shall not be returned by tlie governor within ten 
days, Sundays excepted, after it shall have been pre- 
sented to him, it shall be a law, in like manner as if 
he had signed it, unless the general Assembly by their 
adjournment, prevent its return ; in which case it 
shall be a law, unless sent back within three days af- 
ter their next meeting. 

XXIII. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which 
the concurrence of both houses are necessary, excejit 
on a question of adjournrpent, shall be presented to 
the governor; and before it shall take effect, be ap- 
proved by bint : or, being disapproved, shall be re- 
passed by two-thirds of both houses, according to the 
rules and limitations prescribed by a bill. 

AHTICLE II. 

I. The supreme executive power of this common* 
'.vcalth sliall be vested in a governor. * 

II. The governor shall bo chosen on the second 
Tuesday of October by the citizens of the common- 
v/ealth, at the places where they shall respec- 
tively vote for representatives. The returns of 
t.v^ry election for governor shall be sejsiled up, and 
transmitted lo the seat of Government, directed 
to the speaker of the senate, who shall open and pub- 
lish them in the presence of the members of both hous- 
es of the legislature. The perBoa having the highest 
number of votes shall be governor. But if two or 
more shall be equal ajid highest in votes, one of them 
shall be chosen governor, by the joint vote of the 



y£»rs next before his eleciion; unless he t 
[>eeii absent on the jiublic business of the Unit 
or of thU state. 

V. No member pf corgtPSs, or person lia 
office Jinder the United Stairs, or this Btile, 
errise tlie office of governor. 

VI. The governor shill. at atsied time 
for his services a compcnsiiion, which shal 
tlier increased nor dirninishcd doting the [ 
which he shall hive b^cn elected. 

VII. He shall be commander in chief of 
and navy of this commonweallli. and of tin 
except when they shall be ca.Ued into the a 
Tlce of the United Stites. 

VIII. He shall appoint all ollicera whose i 
establis)ied by this conttiliition, or shall be ei 
by law. and whose appointments are not lien 
wise prnviJed for : but nn person shall ba : 
to an office within any county, who shall 
been a citizen and inhabitant therein one 
before his appointnnent, if the county shall hai 
long erected; but if it shall not have l>eenso I 
ted, then within the limits of the county oi 
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^pmezed, or any other offices which future Igegislatures 
shall declare incompatible with offices or appoint- 
ments under the United States. 

IX. He shall have power tp remit fines and fcrfeit- 
nres. and grant reprieves and pardons, except in 
cases of impeachment. 

X. He may I require information, in writing, from 
jUie officers in the executive' department, upon any 

[ subject relating to the duties of their respective of- 
fices. 

XI. He shall, from time to time, give to the Gene-* 
nd Assembly infq^mation of the state of the com- 

.. monwealtb, and recommend to their consideration 
; such measure^ as he shall judge expedient. 

XII. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
the General Assembly ; and, in case of disagreement 
between the two houses with respect to the time of 
aidjournment, adjourn them to such tinne as he shall 
think proper, not exceeding four months. 

. XIII. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. 

XIV. In case of the 'death or resignation of the 
governor, or of his removal from office, the speaker 
of the senate shall exercise the office of governor, until 
another governor shall be duly qnali6ed. And if the 
trial of a contested election shall continue longer than 
until the third Tuesday in Decembernext ensuing the 
election of a governor, the governor of the last year, 
or the speaker of the senate, who may oe in the exer- 
cise of the executive authority, shall continue therein 
yntil the determination of such contested election, and 
until a governor shall be qualified ai aforesaid. 

XV. A secretary shall be appointed and commis- 
sioned during the governor's continuance in office, if 
he shall so long behave himself well. He shall keep 
a fair register of all the offic^ adts and proceedings 
of the governor, and shall, when required, lay the 
same, and all papers, minutes and vouchers relative 
thereto, before either branch of the legislature ; and 

k k 
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(hall perform sscti oiher duties a.s sha,ll i 
him by law. 

ARTICLE HI- 



:ime paid a Male or county tax, whict 
isseised at least six months before t 
enjoy the rights of an elector; pro 
uiis of persons qualified as aFoTEsait 
ges of twenty-one and twemy-iaro 
uiiled va vote, alihuugh thty shall n< 



HI. K-leciors shall, in al! cases, except 1 
lotiy, and breach or surety of the peace, bi 
tiom arrest duriiiy their attendance at ele 
in going to and reiuruiiig from them. 

ARTICLE IV. 

I. The house of tepresentaiives shall h: 
power of ImpeachiAg 

II. All imjieachments shall be tried by 



Hi. riit fe>.verr.or, and all the civil offi 
till! commmi-ealtli, shall be liable to in- 
for any mintlemeanor in ulfice : but judgmi 

cihc.?, ui>u to disqualih^aiioii to liuld any < 



ilhme«t acconAins w U-s . 



(^ 



ARTICLE V, 



r. The. judicial power of this commonweaKh shall 
be vested in a >iiprairie court, in covirts of over and 
terminEr and general jail deUverv, in a cnurt of com. 
mon pleas, orphans' co-irt, registers' coufts, and a 

ty, io justices of ihe pea«. and such cither courts as 
the legislature may, from time lo time, establish. 

U. The judges of the supreme court, and of the 
several CDurls of commcn pleas, shall bold their of. 
£cea during good beliavicur ; but for any rcasoriable 
catiee, which shall be ttifticjent ground of impeach- 
ment, the governor may rtmove any of thew, on the 
address of two-thirds of each bninch of the legisla- 
ture. The judfies of the supreme court, and the pre- 
sidents of the several courts of common pleas, shall, 
Rl stated titnes, receive for their services an, adequate 
tompensilion, to be lijted by law, which shall not be 
I diminiehed during tlieir conCinuance in office ; hut 
they thall receive no fees or penjuisires of office, nor 
hold any other office of profit under this common. 

III. The jurladlctiion of the supreme court shall 
extend over ilie state ; and the judges thereof shall, 
hy virtue of their office, be jusljces of oyer and ter- . 
miner and general jail oeliverj, in the several coun- 

IV. Until it shall he otherwise directed by law, tha 
several courts of comraon pleas shull be established in 
the following manner : The governor shall appoint in 
each county, not fewer than three, nor more than four 
Jadges, vbo, during their continuance in oRice, shall 
reside in such couth/. The state ihill be divided by 
law into circuits, none of which shall include tnote 
than sii, nor fewer than three counties. A president 
ahatl be appointed.of the counties in each circuit, who, 
during- his continuance in office, shall reside therein. 
The president and judges, cr any two of whom shall be 
a quorum, shall compose the respective courts of com 
inonpJeas. 



party accuaea, as well ai jtie conrnnooweaicn, i 
lucb regulations as shall be prescribed by law, 
indictment and praceedingi, or a tranicripl: ther 
mpreme court. 

VI. The lupieme court and the several coo 
Ibon pleas ihall, beside the poweci heretofore 
crciled by thrmj ha?e the powers of a court o 
(0 far as relates ti the perpcEuating testimony, ' 
Ing of testimony from places not within ihii cti 
care of Che persons and estates of those who ar 
potet mentis ; and the legislature ahill vest ' 
courts inch other povnrs, to grant relief in equ 
be found neceisatj ; and may, from time to ri 
or diminiili those powers, or vest them in such 
as they shall judge proper, for the due admit 

VII. Thejudges of the court of common p 

poic the court of quarter sessions of the peace a 
court thereof; and the register of wills, toget 
■aid judges, or any two of them, shall compa 
ter':^ court of each county. 

VIII. The judges of th; courts of common 
trichin their respective couaties, have the lilce | 
the iudees of the luoreme couri, to issue writs 
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a each 
b: directed by bw; lliey'ihaU be 

a nt" both houaes of the legislature. 



XII. The iCyle of all processrs ib^ 
neiltb nf PcDntylvanii J all ptQiecuti 
jn, in the name and by the authori-y 



ARTICLE VI. 



I. SherilFs andcDronersGhall, lithe time and pUces 
of eteclion of TepreEenta.liveG, be chosen liy ihe c'lri- 
zens of each, county ■- two persons shall be chosen for 
each office, one of whom, for each reapcciively, 
sTiall be appointed by ihe Governor. They «hail hold 
their ofEces for three years, if they shall ao long be- 
have themseU-es well, and until a succeisor tie duly . 
qualified ; but no person Shall be twice chosen, or ap- 
pinled sheriff, in \nj term of six years. Vacancies 



until the next general elec 

shall lie chosen and qualilied as aforesaid. 

II, The freemen of this commonwealth shall be 
armed and disciplined for its defence. Those who 
conscientiously scruple to l>ear arms, shall not be 
compelled lo do so, but Bhall pay an equivalent for 
personal service. The iiiiliiia ofticers shall be ap- 
pointed in such manner, and far such linle as shali be 
directed by law. 

Ill- Proihonotaties, clerks of the peace, and or- 
phan's courts, reorders of deeds, registers of wills, 
aitd stieriffs, shull lieep their offices in the county town 
of the count), in which they raipettively th*!! be of- 

k k a 
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I. That all men are bom equally free and inde- 
pendent, and havf certain inherent and indefeasible 
rights, among which are those of enjoying and de- 
fending life and liberty, of ac^airing, possessing, and 
protecting property and reputation^ and of pursuing 
their own happiness. 

II. That all power is inherent in the people ; 
and all free governments are founded oh their author- 
ity, and instituted for their peace, safety and happi- 
ness, tpr the advancement of those ends, they have 
at. all times, an unalienable and indefeasible right tc 
slier, reform, or abolish their government, in such 
manner as i|hey may think proper. 

, III. That all men have a. natural and indefeasibl e 
right to worship Almighty Qod according to the die* 
tates of their own consciences ; that no man can of 
right be compelled to attend, erect, or support any 
place of worship, or to maintain any ministry, against 
his consent ; that no human authority can, in any 
case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of 
' conscience, and that no preference shall ever be 
l^iven by law to any religious establishment, or mode 
of worship. 

IV. That no person, who acknwledges the being of 
a God, and a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments, shall on account of his religious sentiments; 
be disqualified to hold any office or place of trust or 
profit under this commonwealth. 

V. That elections shall be free and equal. 

VI. That trial by jury shall be as heretofore, and tlie 
right thereof remain inviolate. 
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ifl proper far public-.iAfornia^an, che trutb thcruf IDiy be 
given IB evldeoeE. *bi, in all indielSaoti for libels the 
jury shall 'hwe » n^«m df ttrmine tht Uw and Die fact5, 
uaiti the direciion ef (he couti, ^b in other cssBs. 

Vm. That ihe people »Tiatl be secure In rbeir persona, 
» ■** houses, papers and pos««iani, frnm Hnreajjnible seatchei 
* n »nd seiiu.esj ^nd that no watranl ta seaRh any place, en- 
Mr lo seiie an; |,fMoo flr things, ihiU iinie wtthouc describing 
If iheni it neir u may b^ nar WkhoifL f robabie cause, !up- 
" poiteJ by oath oi" affirmation, 
p JX, Th«, in all criminal ptnsecurtons, the accuiedbith 

(a rig^it to he heard Uy himself snd his counsel ; to demand 
the nature and cau»e of the accusation against him ; to 
meet the witnejjei fjte to face ; to have cuoipubory pro. 
M, fxsi for obtaining wilncues in his favour; and, in prosecu- 

^ tions by indictment ot information, a speedy public tiral, 

■» -bv la iittpawial jury of the viciniBe ; tLt he tannnt be 

compelled to give crtdence against himself} nor can he be 
I deprived of his life, liberty or property, unless by llie judg- I 

I mi^nt of hit p«R, DCthe lao of the land. 

X, That no penon shall, fsr any indictable olTtnce, be 

leave wf the court, for oppreisioii and misdemeanor in of- 
fice. No pcDon shall, far the same oA'ence, be twice pot 
ia jeopardy of Hfe ot limb; nor shall any man'i properly 
m- be taken or applied to public use wiihout the conteni of hji 

^,' representatives, and withotR just Mmpensaiion bring nuile. 

* XI. That M eiuru shall be open ; and ever, man, fm 
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XIV, That 'all piisoneii shall be baiUW: by suffinent 

dent or,pjeiumplion grtat j and the pritiieges of the writ 
of haboH corpus shall not bo suspended, unleis wbro, in 
cases of nbellion or invasion, the public saCEC; may re- 
quire it. 

XV. Thitno commissicn of o jut and terminer or jail 
delivery ihill be issued. 

■XVI That ths peisotyof 1 diblnr, where there la nnt 
strong presumption of fsand, shall not be continued in j-ii- 
ion after delivering op his estate for Ihe benefit of his crf- 

XVIU That m. ex poit facto law, nor any law imptli - 

XVIII. That no ofrson shall be sttainled of treason or 
felony by the leKisUlure. 

XIX. That no attainder shall work corruption of bboil, 
nor, oKcept during the iife of ihc ofteoder, forfeiture of ct - 
tale to ihi cDinmnnwojIth ; that the estates of such per- 
nina w shall destroy their own lives shall descend ax lest 
as in case of natural death ; and if any person itlnU be 
killed by casaalry, thfte shall be no forfeiture by reaion 
tbereof. 

XX. Th:iC the citizens hav-c a right, ^t peaceabU mui- 
. neT, 10 assemble together fr>r their coBimon good, and to 

apply to those invested with the power: of govecnment fur 
ledtesB of giievanees, at other pmper purposes, by petition. 



XXII. That no standing army shall, in til 
be kept up without the consent of the leglsliti 
miUtary ihall, in all caii-i, and at all time: 
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appointment lo wbich ihiJl be for a longei t( 
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r V. That no person, nowin commission 35 shtrlff, iih«ll 

be eligible at the next election, tni a longer tetm ihan will/ 
'wiih the time wMch he shall h«e itrved in the BMdpffiLB, 
^raplete ihe term of thide yeirs. 

VI. Tfaat, until tliE liisi enumeCBtion ihall be made, as 
directed in the fourth lEclion of the firit irdcle of the cnn- 
*titution, eitablished by ihis connnlinn, the city of Phi- 
ladelphia and the icvenl counties ihsll be teipeciivelj' en- 
titled to elect the same uiimbb of lepccEenlaCivcs as is 

^ Vll. That the first wnatn shall conilst of eishteen 
aicrohers, tn be chosea in districts, formed at fallovis, to 
wit: The city of Philadelphia and the counties of Phlla- , 
delphia and Delaware shall he i district, and ahall elect 
diree tenaton : the county of- Chester shall be a di^irict, 
and shall elect one senator : the cnunty of Bucks shall be 
B district, and shall elect one senator : the cquat]' of Mont- 
gomery shall be a district, and shall elect one leaator : the 
eoiinty of Northimpton shaJI be a dislrUt, aad shall elect 
«se senator : the counties of Lttcaiiei isd Turk shall be 
■ district, and shaU elect three senators : [be (ODnties of 
Berks and Dauphin shall be a district, and shall elect tvro 
senaior:, i the counties of Cumbciland and Mifflin shall be 

North uoibfilanii, Lujetne and Huntingdon jbill be a dis- 
trict, and shalltiect one eenstor : the counties of Bedfotd 
and FrankliD shall be a diildci, and shall elect one senator .- 
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mAttM. JaAUt diitiictiwhiih consiit e( mori^ ihiBOK j 
CDontr, ihe j*l|fa of the dUrcid clcciiun^ wiiliin eKh 
cboD^, 1^ hUtp^ tbrmeil a ictura of the wli,.|c electlo* 
withintlWUInBty.insuchinatincr Lisit dlitacJ 1y lair, 
sball HMnw uniL-, by one ot'atarc of ihcir fimUr, to 
iJie pl»i«tcein after mentioned wlihintlicaiiirigiufwWck . 
. . nth eoaidf ia * {mt, *hcie the judgct so met ih Jl co«i>^. T 
]MR aid eatt u|i ihe icvnal ccuntj itlufnt, md etecMe, 
iwder didr Isandi and seiU, gnc i^r.neral mdltuc iclutd At -> 
the whokdiitileti thalii to »}, the judguoT the dhtfict 
ccmpoM^ Ae cit; of Philadelphia, idD ike cuuntiei «f 
Fhiladd^ and Ddawaie, shall meet In the atan-houie in 
UieatjCfThilidelpbiai thejudgw rf'.ifce diiwict tompo- 
se^of dK CAintlei of Lincditfr and tflfc, >hil] meet ac 
the court-bauu la the county of L-ancaitBr; Ihe judva of 
the dittrict? conpoie^ of the couniies of Beiki and Dau- 
phin, ihaH (jeet at MiddlctoKa in thr county of Beilu ; 
the jodcu of the diitricr composed of the couatirs of Cum- 
beiland ai^ Mifflin, shall meet in Gnenwocd township, 
couDtj of Goinberland, at the house now octupied by Da- 
vid Miller }' the judge) 'of the diaiiicl lompoicil of the 
Lountlea of Northumberland, Luierne and HuntiD|doii, 
ihall meet in the t(wn of Sunbur) ; the judges of the dis- 
trict compoaed of the counliei of Ecdtord ard Franklin, 
shall meet U ihe house now occupied by John Ditkej, ia 
Aar toumUp, Bcdfoid cDbnty ; the judges of the dliuiit 
compoicd of die counties of Westmo'eiand iod AUeginy, 
iball meet in WesiTiicrclind county, at the coutt-bouse in 
the town of Gteimbntuugh i and the juCgoiof the disliict 
ccmpo&td of the ti><>jities of Washington ind Fayette, shall 
meet at the ccu.t-bouse in the town of Wathington, is 
Waihington county, un clie ihiid Tuesday in October re- 
spectively for the puipQscs nt'oicsaid. 

IX. That ihe eleiilon of the tovernor ihall be conduct- 
ed, in the teveial luuntjes, in tile m^iicr [icsciibed by ihe 
'uWi of ibe aUce fot the election <jf lepresrnidiiyti ; and 
<he iciurni in Cach county ?hall be »iled by the judges of 
ilie elections, *id transmitted lo the pie.idtnt ot tie su- 
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)!)one in ConTeiloi»j^vttic atcofl4 diy of September, In 
the year oC.^o^. l^rd^uone t&oiAittd fei^ hundred 
and ninfc^^ ttiil of thelndependence-pt.likM^Un^ 
States of America^ ilie fftecnth. I^'IbBttimony 
wlrereof we have berejdiito t^bicnbed oiir i*ifa*m»^ 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, Piteifdcnt. 

* l^MXS Wl|.80N, SSC. &C. 

T08XPR RyoMAK, Secretaiy« 
[acob SHALLvs^AaAtan^Sec'ry. 

! 
•>-<^:0:0:0:00:0:0:0:0— 



Among other useful laws of this state, of a publU na- 
ture, are, one declares all rivers and creeks to 1^ hi^lirays i 
a law for the emancipation of negroes ; a bankrupt law, 
nearly on the model of the bankrupt laws of England : and 
in the year 1794, the legislature of Pennsylvania, with a 
view to soften the rigour of penal law, passed an acts de- 
claring that no crime, except murder of the first degree^ 
shall be punished with death. Murder of the first degree 
Is defined to be, a killing hy m^ans of poison^ "by lying in 
wait, or with other kind of wilful, deliberate, plrem^ditat'ed 
intention, or which shall be committed in the preparation or 
attempt to perpetrate any arson, rape, robbery, or burglary. 

All other kinds of killing s^all be deemed murder in the 
second degree. The kind of murder to be ascertained by a 
jury. 

Persons liable to be prosecuted for petit treason shal| be 
proceeded against and punished as in other cases of murder. 

High treason is punished with confinement in prison and 
the penitentiary house, not less than six^ nor more than 
twelve years. 

Rape not less than ten, nor more than twen^-one years. 

Murder of the second degree not less than nvey nor more 
than cigteen years. 

Forgery not less than four, nor more than fifteen years, 
with payment of a ^e not to exceed one ^ottsand dollars. 
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A 

BRIEF ACCOUNT 

OF THE 



BETTERING-HOUSE 

IN f hilAdel^hia. 



Extracted from Brissot's Travels in the United States. 



<* THIS hcspital is constructed of bricks, and composed 
of two large buildings ; one for men, and the other for wo» 
men. There is a separation in the court, which is common 
to them. This institution ha& several objects : they re- 
ceive into it the poor, the sick, orphans, women in travail, 
and persons attacked by diseases produced by unchastity.— - 
They likewise confine here vagabonds, disorderly persons, 
a-nd girls of scandalous lives. 

'* In this hospital there are particular halls appropriated 
to each class of pour, and to each species of sickness j and 
each hair has its superintendant. This institution was rich 
and well administered before the revolutionary war. The. 
greater part of the administrators were Quakers. The 
war, with its destructive concomitants, introduced a differ- 
ent order of things. The legislature resolved not to admit 
ro its administration any persons but such as had taken the 
oath of fidelity to the state. The Quakers were by thi. 
excluded, and the management of it fell into hands nor 
so pure. The spirit of depredation was manifest in it. — 
Upon the report of the inspectors of the hospitals, the le- 
gislature, considering the abuses practised in that admini- 
stration, confided that of the Bettering-House again to the, 
Qu^akers. Without any resentment of the aifronis they 
had received during the war, and only anxious to do good 
and perform their duty, the Friends ?^tce^\.^^ x\\^ ^^'cc^vw.^* 
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tnAb ■»>] cicrdM It u hifoK nicEi jul and Gi 
/rUt^tnge hai produud chc ellFeCt «hith was exf 
drdn ii liiibly te-at;i)li<lieil } ouoj idn' ' 

■^rtnred,''onB 'of'whoB), by tuin% (• to vii ,_ 

every da;^ : itt pb}tician> *re atuehed to ic^ whtf.p 
the lenici gralii. 

■' Enry lUk and neiy poor p^D|i hu Jtji bed if ^ 
nUbedi but «4tho)it curtilfu, as it should be. 'Stay t^ 
it lighted bj wiiUows y\ii.cd apDo^ice, which iaiTodijt 
plenty of light, Ibac great consdation to amin confiaed^d 
. ^h»ch tyrant) for this' reaeon ate truelly sparing. SM 
irtDdows aHmit a frre cijcalaiion of atr j aithey«ell| 
»ery higb, and are without grates, it would be very eajy.fin 
the prisonen to makt their escape, bat ihe idea DQier en> 
tEia tbeir beidi. This fail proves that the pclianeit in 
happy, and, MmKq'j<:ntJj', that thg admlnisiratiQii is gapi 
•< I cmld Karcel^y dfjciibe to •joa the ditlercnt senaa^oi 
■4ii<b by tuim TejoicFd and afBkced my Wrt bi ^Dil 
ibrangh iheirdiffeiYHi. spaitmEiiTii Aa haipml,lMTCiH 
■QBfetadmiaiiterci], ital^llyI■ painful specudeU i^c, fl 

Iwne, attended by ills wife and. children, and visited by£l 
ndghbouD, that 1 regard hospitals ai vait iipulchqi 
where are btouEht together a crowd of individual!, Jtian 
geis to each oihers, aai separated from all thaj held dear 
And what is man in Ibii situation } A leaf detashed f»B 
the tree, and driven down by the tortenb— a Ekelebuiit 
longer if any coniiilence, and bordering on dii^lutioii. 

" But this idea soon gives place lo aanthei. SinN M 
cietiei are cimdemried to be infested with great cilio, 
house like this becomes the asylum of beneficence i bl 
without the aid of such inttituiions, what would becoAet 
the greater part of those wretches who here find a t^"* 
so many women ; so many persons blind and deaf, rendu 
ei iliigasting by th^ii numen.us infirmities ) — They i^i 
very snon ptil-h, jbaiidoned by all the world, to urttqfcfte 
are stiangeis. No dorr but th::t of their eommo^ ««bi 
earth wcubl receive thefe hideous liguies, were it 6ifa ic 
this provision made by (heir common friend, society, 

" I saw in this hospiial sU'thai miaetjr anil dis^aae a 
nsemble. I uti iiamUi \iiSeAi>iaa tbe bed jf IB*')' 
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otttcrs, whjsc meagre vlsa^ies, rendered disgusting by erup- 
tions, attest the fafal cfficts of incontinence ; others, who 
wMtedwith groans the moment when heaven would delivei 
ihem from a burden of life, because afflicted with excru- 
ciating pain ; others, h >ldlng in their arms the fruit, not 
«f a legal marriage, but of love betrayed. Poor innocents ! 
Virn und'^r the star of" wretchfdnr.ss ! Why should men be 
Iiorn predestinated to misfortunes ? But, bless Goi, at 
least, that you are in a country where bastardy is no obsta- 
cle to respectability and the rights of citizenship. I saw 
with pleasure these unhappy m)tliers caressing their in- 
fants and nursing them with tenderness. There were few 
children in the hill of the little orphans 5 these were in 
3j;i>od health, and appeared gay and happy. ]Vtr. Shoema- 
ker, wlio conducted tnz thither, and another of the direc" 
tor,, distributed some cakes among them, which they had 
Li'ought in their pockets. Thus the directors think of 
their charge even at a distance, and occupy themselves with 
tlreir happiness. Good God ! there is then a country 
where the soul of the governor of an hospital is not a soul 
mi brass ! 

" Blacks are here mingled with whites, and lodged in the 
same apartments. This, to me, was an edifying tight j— 
it seemed a balm to my soul. A saw a negro w.^man spin- 
ning with activity by the side of her bed. Her eyes seem- 
ed to expect from the director a word of cnnsjlation — Shi- 
©btained it; and it seemed to be h.-avcii to her to hear hiaj. 
I should have been more happry h'A \^ been fi>r mc to hnvc 
spoken this word : I shouli have added many m.)rf, ''tv- 
happy negroes ! how much reparatiin -Jo wc owe them for 
the evils we have occasioned them I— -i.-i 1 thtiy love us ! 

'* The happiness of this negress wa-i not tqual to iha? 
vKicli 1 saw sparkle on the visage of a young blind girl, 
X'. ho seemed to leap for joy at th:: sound of th- diicctor's 
v</icc. He asked after her healih j she answered him v \-h 
transport. She v/as taking licr tt-a by the side of her i.iL:l( 
t^ble— H.:r tea !— My triv-nd, yon are astonislied at this 
luxury in an hospital— It is because there is humaniry in 
;ts administration, and the wretches are not crowded in 
!.c;re in h -aps to be stiAcd. They give tea to those whovr, 
'.onluct \ii satisfactory 3 and those who by their work arc 
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I - aUc'tq mike j*Aie.fningt' 'igbT Ar'Avtct of duir ioAW^ 



.. hMftoltaf Paii^figam air«AtcIiyoatrK«tkBiBWk«f 
^- gto ' ii, miieM anij indolcDcc IfMjr have i AttdN,*^ 
jttnnce i POf of ibem aiked diE dlnctw ftc, tbdr'ca- 
i Unenent, WiKb' thej <Aai;ied. i 

'■ , fl Bat ■halrewurcll klW ihcj pb leaving this liouM? 

They ban thdr bind*, awweccii the- director and ibef 
"■■ a»j Mai aKfal ■ccapitiBoU But the women, replied 1, 

! .■ i^at cut they do t Tbcn conduion 'it not sn fortotKni 
■f' iild he. Ib ■ mm wfacrt ac man) MEn are occupied in 
. fcnn cMBmncE^ ibe BoialKC of uBbuppy ind di»aidal| 

Sc - faMiTci «IU fee. suganiti4. To prerint tliis incoDTmi- 
nS MM, It (in hceaVatd) pNloKd to form aneoi esubli&k- 
^ MeM, which ^ill giyf ta girl! of ihij desciiption a nsrfnl 
'i- 1'' OccDpado^ where tbe^ndui:? of Aeindaitiy of each per- 

»,,! .(pa «IC«U be prejeiTed and givtn to htr on leaving thi 
howte'l or if liie ahauld dinoec rn rAinain, she <ihall al« 
«avi eajof tb« fruit of her ou-n lalmuf. 

'■ This projeci will, withoat doubt, be elecutcd ; for the 
(^uiktrs are iageoious and perseveriog when they hare in 
^iew the lutcour of the unhappy." 






> •' 



OCT 8" 1937 



